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PREFACE.
E L I E V I N G that the interesting history of Old Amity Lodge
ought, in some, way to be preserved in print, lest sometime it be
lost altogether, I have ventured upon the undertaking of compiling from the Lodge records and other sources, the following history of
the Lodge from the first meeting of the founders in 1799, down to the
present time.
Already the records of the Lodge have passed through two terrible
fires, that each time destroyed almost everything else that the Lodge
possessed. They were in both instances almost miraculously saved from
destruction and the Lodge still has them all intact. At another time it
may not be so fortunate.
Again, the history of the Lodge is so connected with the history of Camden and the acts of its leading citizens,
during the past century, that the latter would not be complete without
the former.
In writing this history I have endeavored to cull from the records
everything that is of importance and interest and to add anything authentic that I have been able to gather from other sources, including,
among other things, short biographical sketches of the charter members,
and of the "immortal nine," who preserved the charter and property of
the Lodge during the dark days of Masonry.
In prosecuting this work, I am indebted for many facts to Locke's
History of Camden, Eaton's History of Thomaston and Rockland, and
also to Mr. J. W. Ogier, Mr. B. C. Adams, Capt. and Mrs. Jefferson
Pendleton, Mrs. Johnson Knight, Mrs. Alden Miller Jr., Miss Julia Conway and others of Camden, Mr. Geo. Prince of Boston, Mr. C. Prince
of Thomaston, Gen. J. P. Cilley of Rockland, Mrs. D. A. Payson of
Hope, Mr. E. F. Dillingham of Bangor, Mr. C. A. Sylvester of Rockport and others.
I trust this little work may be acceptable to my Masonic brethren,
and to the friends and descendants of the men who, in the past, have
been active members of Amity Lodge, as well as pleasing to all who are
interested in "fair Camden," her history, her people and her institutions.
R E U E L ROBINSON.
Camden, Nov. 1, 1897.
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History of Amity Lodge No, 6, F. & A, M.
By Reuel Robinson.
Chapter I.
"In The Beginning."
Almost one hundred years ago,
when the eighteenth century was
drawing to a close, and when our fair
town was young and still held by those
who rescued it from the wilderness,
and laid the foundation of its future
prosperity and importance, it entered
into the minds of some of its leading
citizens to establish here under the
shadow of the Meguuticook, a Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons.
In
those days the territory now comprised
within the boundaries of Knox and
Waldo counties was but thinly settled. Camden (including Eockport)
had but seven or eight hundred inhabitants, Thomaston (including Rock land and South Thomaston) about the
same and Lincolnville about three hundred, while a few pioneers were scattered through the forests and among
the mountains of Hope and other neighboring towns. Camden and Thomaston were the two principal towns of
this section and both were beginning
to grow and give indications of what
they would become in the future, but
as yet t i e means of communication between the different towns in the vicinity of Camden were limited to foot and
bridle paths through the forests. History informs us that " u p to 1790 there
was not a passable road in the planta-

tion of Camden of the length of three
miles. There had been a foot path extending from St. George to Sandy
Point, (in Prospect) which was first indicated by spotted trees, but there
was no road that could be traveled a
series of miles in any vehicle. Traveling was principally performed on
foot, and after a bridle path was worn
sufficiently for the purpose, short journeys were made on horse back."
[Locke"s History of Camden p. 64] .
In 1797 a road was completed from
what is now Rockland to Camden Harbor and thence to"Ducktrap,"
which is the first road in Camden of
which there is any account.
With
these primitive and inconvenient facilities tor traveling, communication
between the various towns and settlements in this vicinity was by no means
easy and visitations between the inhabitants of these various places by
no means as frequent as at the present
day. Nevertheless, it was necessary
for the people of Camden, in order to
successfully estab'ish a Lodge here, to
have the co-operation and assistance of
all the people of this section for miles
around, for although at the present
time nearly every considerable village
in the state has not only a Masonic
Lodge, but generally Lodges of two
or three other orders as well, in those
days a settlement like Camden was not
able to support sn< cessfully even one

Masonic Lodge, but had to rely to a
considerable extent upon the people of
the surrounding country and neighboring villages to supply material and
funds with which to support their
Lodge and carry on the woi k of their
institution, while on the other hand,
all the people of these surrounding
towns within a radius of many miles,
had to be satisfied to travel a long distance to reach their Masonic home,
whence to gain their Masonic knowledge and dr.iw their Masonic inspiration. But the fire of true Masonry
burned in the breasts of these "ancient brethren'' and they determined
to ailow no obstacles to prevent the
accomplishment of the end they had in
view, viz: the institution of a Lodge
of the fraternity in this vicinity.
At that time the Lodges nearest to
Camden were located at Wiscassct,
Castine and Hallo well, and there were
in all but five Lodges in the District of
Maine, viz: Portland No. 1, at Portland; Warren No. 2, at Machias; Lincoln No. 3. at Wiscassct; Hancock No.
2, at Castine and Kennebec No. 5. at
Ilallowell. To sail across the bay to
Castine or make their way through the
forests to Wiscasset to attend Lodge
meetings was considerable of an undertaking even for the hardy pioneers
of one hundred years ago, and as Camden Harbor was a convenient point intermediate between those towns, it was
selected as the place of meeting of the
petitioners for the charter of Amity
Lodge.
1799. The earliest record of Amity
Lodge is a record of the "Proceedings of the petitioners for a Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons, in the
Town of Cambden, prior to their obtaining their Charter from the Grand
Lodge." It is a copy of the original
record made by John Hathaway, the

Secretary of the preliminary organization, said copy being recorded upon
the first pages of the first record book
of the Lodge in 1801, by Erastns
Foote who was the first Secretary of
Amity Lodge under its charter, and
reads as follows:
Cambden, Jan'y 2d, 1799. At a
meeting of the following Free and Accepted Mason, viz: Philip Ulmer,
•Thursting Whiting, Samuel S. Wilde,
George Ulmer, Ephraim Snow, Benj.
dishing, Joshua Adams, Simon Barrett, Edward Payson, Bela Jacobs,
William Gregory Senior, Hezekiah
Prince, Martin Howe, Josiah Dillingham, Thomas Shea & John Hathaway;
the following votes were passed, viz:
1st. Voted,that a petition be forwarded
to the Grand Lodge, to procure a
charter for the establishment of a
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
in some place that shall be agreed on,
between Wiscasset and Castine. 2nd.
Voted, that tlv Lodge should be established at Camden, near Meguuticook harbor, so called ; 3d. Voted by
ballot that Philip Ulmer be Master of
the Lodge above intended. 4th. Voted,
that John Hathaway be Secretary pro
tern. 5th. Voted that Philip Ulmer,
Thursting Whiting & George Ulmer be
a committee to address a petition to
the Grand Lodge for a Charter. 6th.
Voted that the adjacent Lodges be addresse 1 for their appi'obation to the
Grand Lodge. 7th. Voted that the
above committee agree upon a title for
Hie aforesaid Lodge. 8th. Voted that
the aforesaid brethren meet again in
four weeks from this day.
At the time set for the next meeting
(Jan. 30, 1799) thirteen of the above
named brethren were present, the absentees being Samuel L. Wilde, Josiah
Dillingham and Thurston Whiting.
In addition to the original number,

Robert Snow was present and took
part in the proceedings.
At this
meeting the committee appointed
at the previous meeting to address the
Grand Lodge and adjacent Lodges reported. They also reported a title for
the Lodge, recommending that it be
called "the Federal Lodge." This title
was confirmed by a vote of the petitioners and the sura of Fifty Dollars
was voted to pay for procuring the
Charter and defraying necessary expenses. It was then voted to meet
again on the last Wednesday of February "to pay the money and to further business."
Fel). 27, 1799. a majority of those
already mentioned met again and voted to instruct the Master, Phillip Ulmcr, to strike out of the petition to the
Grand Lodge such names as bethought
propel', and the Fifty Dollars voted,
were paid over to the Master, Ephraim
Snow paying Ten Dollars, and Benjamin Curbing, Thomas Shea, Hezekiah
Prince, Joshua Adams, Wm. Gregory
Si'., Edward Payson, Phillip Ulmer
and John Hathaway paying Five Dollars each. It was then voted to adjourn to the third Monday of April,
but there appears to be no record of
further proceedings until after obtaining the Charter.
Of the men who assembled at
these preliminary meetings and laid
the fir-t foundation stones upon
which Amity Lodge was afterward
erected, John Hathaway,
Thomas
Shea, Josiab Dillingham, Benjamin
(Jushinsr, Bela Jacobs and Samuel
Wilde, were citizens of Camden, William Gregory Sen., lived in the southern part of the town near"Clam Cove,"
now called "Glen Cove," Phillip and
(ieoige r i m e r , and Martin Howe in
Lincolnville, while Ephraim and Robert Snow came from East Thomaston

(now Rockland), Hezekiah Prince
from St. George, and Joshua Adams
from Owl's Head. The good road before mentioned, which was built from
East Thomaston to Camden Harbor,
two years before, made it much easier
for the Snows and Messrs. Adams and
Gregory to attend these Masonic meetings than it would otherwise have been,
and the same was true of Martin Howe
and the Ulmers who doubtless came
down from Duck Trap on the same
road either on foot or on horseback,
but Simon Barrett and Edward Payson
(probably), who came down over the
hills and through the woods from
Hope, had to depend upon a bridle
path as also did Thurston Whiting
who came by a still longer path through
the primeval forests from Warren and
Hezekiah Prince who came still farther
from St. George.
As the early votaries of Freemasonry met "on the highest hills and
in the lowest valleys," so the pioneers
of Masonry in Camden, came from
the hills, the shores and the forests of
the surrounding country and met in
the low valley of the Megunticook,
and having accomplished the work for
which they had assembled, returned to
their distant homes by the light of the
full moon, with an eye out for each
broad blaze upon the dark tree trunks,
and an ear alert for the howl of the
wolf from the gloomy forests on the
distant hill-sides.
By such men, amid such difficulties,
was the institution of Freemasonry established in Camden, and so well did
they do their work that in the century
which has followed, although oftimes
the winds of adversity have beat upon
it and the fierce storms of calumny and
slander have descended upon it, yet
" I t fell not, for it was founded on a
rock."

Chapter II.
The Charter.
1801. As a result of the meetings
mentioned in the foregoing chapter
and the petition addressed t o the G r a n d
Lodge of Massachusetts, of which
State M a i n e w a s then a p a r t , a charter
wr.s g r a n t e d for a L o d g e to be located
in Camden as prayed for, b u t for some
reason the charter w a s not issn d
until over t w o years subsequent t i the
Inst meeting of the petitioners of which
we have a record.
In the meantime
four of the original b ethren w h o assembled in the first meetings had
d r o p p e d o u t and t w o others had been
added to the list,viz: Oliver Pendleton
and David A l d e n . T o these fifteen
brethren the C h a r t e r was g r a n t e d ,
March 10, A . I ) . 1801, A . I . 5801,
duly signed, sealed and delivered by
the G r a n d L o d g e of Massachusetts.
When the Charter appeared, however,
it did not contain the title determined upon by the petitioners, v i z : " t h e
Federal L o d g e . " In those days the
Federal p a r t y w a s o n e of the g r e a t
political parties of the c o u n t r y , a n d almost the only political party recognized by the citizens of Camden, it being their habit to vote almost unanimously for the candidates of that political organization.
We d o n o t k n o w
that the Camden masons selected " F e d e i a l " as the name of their n e w Lodge
on account of their attachment to the
principles of that p a r t y , b u t the Grand
Lodge doubtless t h o u g h t that the name
savored too much of politics to accord
with the purposes of F r e e m a s o n r y and
inserted in the Charter instead, the
name " A m i t y , " which all will agree
was more a p p r o p r i a t e as well as more
euphonious, a n d the L o d g e w a s henceforth k n o w n as A m i t y L o d g e , N o . 6.
The C h a r t e r , u n d e r which the Lodge is
still w o r k i n g , r e a d s as follows:

CHARTER.
To nil the Fraternity In whom these presents shall ciime..
The GRAND LODGE of the Most

Ancient

and Honourable Society of FREK and
ACCEPTED MASONS, for

the

Common-

wealth of MASSACHUSETTS, send Greeting :
WHEREAS, a Petition has been presented to us by Philip Ulmer, John Hathaway, Ephraim Snow, Bela Jacdbs, George
r i m e r , Edward Payson, Joshua Adams,
Hezekiah Prince, William Gregory, senior, Simon Barrett, Benjamin Cunning,
Oliver Pendleton, David Alden, Thurston
Whiting,, and Josiah Dillingham, all ANCIENT,

FREE

and

ACCEPTED

MASONS,

praying that they, with such others, as
shall hereafter join them, may be erected
and constituted a regular LODGE of F R E E
and ACCEPTED MASONS—which Petition

appearing to us as tending to the advancement of Masonry and the Good of the
CRAFT:
SAM'L D U N N

Grand Master.
JOSEPH LAUGHTON,

KNOW Y E there-

fore,

That WE

the GRAND LODGE

Deputy G. Master,

aforesaid, reposing
special T r u s t and
Confidence in the Prudence and Fidelity
of our beloved Brethren, above named,
have constituted and appointed, aud by
these Presents, do CONSTITUTE and A P POINT them the said Philip Ulmer, John
Hathaway, Ephraim Snow, Bela Jacobs,
George Ulmer, Edward Payson, Joshua
Adams,Hezekiah Prince, William Gregory,
senior, Simon Barrett, Benjamin Gushing, Oliver Pendleton, David Alden,
Thurston Whiting, and Josiah Dillingham, a regular LODGE of

F R E E and A C -

CEPTED MASONS, under the title and designation of AMITY LODGE, hereby giving
aud granting unto them aud their successors, full power and authority t o convene as MASONS within the town of Cambden, in the County of Lincoln and Commonwealth aforesaid—to receive and enter Apprentices, pass Fellow Crafts and
raise Master Masons, upon the payment
of such moderate compensations for the
same as may be determined by the said
LODGE ; also to make choice of a Master,
Wardens, and other office bearers, annually or otherwise, as they shall see cause,
to receive and collect F U N D S for the relief of poor and distressed brethren,
their widows or children, and in general
to transact all matters relating to Masonry, which may to them appear to be
for the good of the Craft, according to

5
the ancient Usages and Customs of MASONS.

And W E do hereby require the said
constituted brethren, to attend the GRAND
L O D G E at their

QUARTERLY COMMUNICA-

TIONS, and other meetings, by their MASTER and W A R D E N S , or by proxies regularly appointed; also t o keep a fair and regular record of all their proceedings, and to
lay them before the GRAND LODGE when
required.
And w e do enjoin upon our brethren of
the said L O D G E , that they be punctual in
the quarterly payment of such sums as
may be assessed for the support of the
GRAND L O D G E — t h a t they behave themselves respectfully and obediently to their
superiors in office, and in all other respects conduct themselves as good MASONS.

And we do hereby declare the precedence
of the said L O D G E in the GRAND LODGE

and elsewhere, to commence from the
tenth clay of March, one thousand eight
hundred and one.
IN T E S T I M O N Y W H E R E O F , We,
[SEAL]

the GRAND MASTER and GRAND

W A R D E N S , by virtue of the power and
authority t o us committed, have hereunto set our hands, and caused the SEAL of
the GRAND L O D G E to be affixed, at Bos-

ton, this tenth day of March, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and one,
and of MASONRY five thousand eight hundred and one.
JOHN B O Y L E ,
Senior Grand Wrtrrten.
A L L E N CROCKER,
Junior Grand Warden p. t.
By order of t h e Grand Lodge.
DANIEL OLIVER,
Grand Secretary.
T h e C h a r t e r h a v i n g been d u l y r e ceived b y t h e C a m d e n b r e t h r e n a meeti n g o f t h e C h a r t e r m e m b e r s of the
n e w L o d g e w a s called a t B e n j . Palm e r ' s h a l l , a t C a m d e n H a r b o r , located
in t h e h o u s e w h i c h h a s since been enl a r g e d a n d n o w b e a r s the n a m e of Bay
V i e w H o t e l , a n d after listening to the
r e a d i n g of t h e C h a r t e r b y P h i l i p Ulm e r , f o r m e d a t e m p o r a r y organization
by t h e election of T h u r s t o n W h i t i n g ,
M o d e r a t o r a n d B e n j . G u s h i n g , Secret a r y p r o tern. H a v i n g t h u s organized
they voted " t o a d m i t b r o t h e r Master
M a s o n s , a v o u c h e d a n d k n o w n to be
-uch w h o m a y present themselves for

this p u r p o s e , into o u r B r o t h e r h o o d ,
and to participate with ns in all further p r o c e e d i n g s . "
U n d e r this vote the following Master Masons w e r e accepted as members
of A m i t y L o d g e : " S a m u e l Thatcher,
Erastus Foote, Waterman Thomas, Esquires, Messrs. J o n a t h a n Fletcher and
Ezekiel B a r n a r d , "
T h e y then " p r o c e e d e d to the choice
of officers a n d office b e a r e r s , " with the
following r e s u l t : George U l m e r , Worshipful M a s t e r ; Hezekiah P r i n c e , Senior W a r d e n ; Samuel T h a t c h e r , J u n i o r
W a r d e n ; Erastus Foote, Secretary;
William G r e g o r y , S e n . T r e a s u r e r ;
Benjamin Gushing, Senior D e a c o n ;
J o s h u a A d a m s , J u n i o r Deacon ; Simon
B a r r e t t , First S t e w a r d : Christopher
Dailey, T y l e r ; a n d T h u r s t o n Whiting,
Samuel
Thatcher
and
Waterman
T h o m a s , a Committee to draft a Code
of B y - L a w s .
Amity
Lodge was now
fairly
launched u n d e r its Charter a n d ready
to initiate m e m b e r s , perforin acts of
f r a t e r n i t y a n d charity a n d apply all the
principles a n d execute the functions of
the noble O r d e r of which it w a s a p a r t ,
b u t money w a s needed to purchase the
necessary a p p a r a t u s a n d f u r n i t u r e for
the L o d g e , and the L o d g e decided to
b o r r o w o n e h u n d r e d dollars.
Evidently people with money to loan were
less plenty in those days than at present, f o r we find that a vote w a s passed
at the n e x t meeting of the L o d g e , May
1. 1801, to instruct the T r e a s u r e r " t o
hire f o r the A m i t y L o d g e one h u n d r e d
dollars a n d to give 20 per cent, if it
cannot be p r o c u r e d u n d e r . "
A t the
same meeting, with the evident intention of m a k i n g the installation an event
of m o r e than ordiiRHy interest, it w a s
voted that " B r o . W h i t i n g , o u r O r a t o r ,
p r e p a r e a n d deliver an address on the
day of installation"and also t h a t " Bros.

G

Thatcher and Poote be a Committee to
prepare suitable Toasts for the day of
installation." The membership of the
Lodge being small, and widely scattered and the busy season coming on,
the attendance was so light that the
day of installation was postponed from
week to week and as the members had
determined not to begin to make Masons until the officers were installed,
the Lodge accomplished nothing until
July 30, when Bela Jacobs was elected
2nd. Steward and the officers were installed. It was a great occasion and a
large crowd was present from neighboring Lodges, especially from the
Lodges at Wiscasset and Castine. The
exercises went off with great eclat, and
the visitors were treated with that hospitality which has ever since distinguished the members of Amity Lodge,
upon all similiar occasions. During
the same evening eighteen applications
for initiation were made, nearly all of
which were accepted, and from that
time Amity Lodge did not lack for
work but found itself obliged to hold
meetings every week, at which candidates were continually being initiated,
crafted and raised, during the remainder of the year.
Bnsy as Amity was with its candidates, however, its members did not
forget that relief and chaiity were
among the chief tenets of the Order,
and no destitute brother or his suffering family escaped their attention, but
all who needed the help of the Lodge
or the ministrations of the brethren received them with out stint or restraint,
and blessing those around it, Amity
Lodge was itself blessed with unbounded prosperity.
During the year 1801, in addition
to those already mentioned, John
Gleason and James Blackington, Master Masons, were admitted to member-

ship." There were nearly forty applications for initiation, a large number
received the Entered Apprentice and
Fellow Craft degrees, and the following were raised to the sublime degree
of a Master Mason: Elisha Snow, Israel Snow, James Spaulding, Isaac
Barnard, John Wade, John Ituss,
Benj. Palmer, Alden Bass, Samuel
Jones, Lewis Ogier, Isaac Rnss, and
William Spalding.
Chapter III.
The Founders.
The fifteen Masons whose names appear upon the Charter of Amity Lodge
were among the very best of the pioneers of this section. Nearly all of
them came from some other section
and established themselves in the various towns of the vicinity and had
become the leaders in the business social, religious and political life of the
several communities in which they had
settled. They believed thoroughly in
the principles of their noble Fraternity
and did not hesitate to go long distances to attend the meetings of their
Lodge. Because of this necessity of
many of the members traveling so far,
often through the forest, to reach their
Lodge room,it was customary for them
to hold their regular meetings at an
early hour (5 o'clock P. M. or earlier)
on some day of the month near the
time of the full moon, in order that
when they returned to their homes,
they might have the aid of its refulgence to guide them through the forests. This custom has been preserved
by Amity Lodge and its regular meetings are still held on the "Friday on or
before the full moon," in • ach lunar
month.
•In mentioning those who were admitted to
membership in the Lodge from year to year,
we shall have reference only to Master Masons who were raised in other Lodges and
afterwards became members of Amity Lodge
by affiliation.

We h a v e e n d e a v o r e d to collect some
facts c o n c e r n i n g all of the charter
m e m b e r s of the L o d g e in o r d e r to
give short sketches of their lives but
have n o t been so successful in the case
of s o m e of them as we m i g h t desire.
THE

ULMERS.

G e n . G e o r g e Ulnier and his brother
C a p t . Philip Ulnier, settled at " D u c k trap," Lincolnville, shortly before the
Revolutionary war.
T h e y w e r e of
G e r m a n stock and were b r o t h e r s of
J o h n U l m e r w h o settled at " B r o a d Bay"
W a l d o b o r o . George was born in 1755
but w e do not have the y< tir of Philip's b i r t h . T h e y were both soldiers in
the R e v o l u t i o n a r y w a r .
George was
Major G e n e r a l of the militia, and
Philip was Captain of a cavalry comp a n y , having succeeded Capt. Isaac
Barnard.
G e n . U l m e r had c o m m a n d of the
t r o o p s stationed at C a m d e n and afterw a i d s was chief in c o m m a n d of a
force stationed at " C l a m C o v e . "
In
F e b i u a r y 1799, sit that time a Captain,
he went u n d e r a flag of truce to Bignydu.ee (Cat-tine) to secure the release
of a W a r r e n y o u n g m a n , who was in a
schooner c a p t u r e d the year before by
the British and taken to that place.
He w e n t from C a m d e n H a r b o r on the
ice and h a v i n g accomplished his mission
a t C a s t i n e , r e t u r n e d the same wav.
Capt. P h i l i p was also quite prominent in the w a r , d u r i n g which he was
D e p u t y Inspector of Customs at L i n colnville. Locke's History informs us
of the c a p t u r e of a richly laden British
vessel in the bay by Maj. Noah Miller
of N o r t h p o r t or Lincolnville. He took
his prize to D u c k T r a p where D e p u t y
I n s p e c t o r U l m e r went on board and
declared her a prize of the United
Stales. U l m e r and Miller then took
the vessel to C a m d e n
where
the
c a r " o was discharged and conveyed by

land to P o r t l a n d , while the vessel was
taken a r o u n d to Georges River and secreted. T h e vessel coming to Camden
ua« the cause of the appearance of the
British frigate " F u r i e u s e " off o u r harbor a. few days later with the threat to
destroy the t o w n .
Capt. U l m e r commanded a company
in the ill-starred Biguyduce expedition, which was an attempt to dislodge the British from Castine. Capt.
Clu.er's company was a m o n g the first
to ascend the heights in the face of an
opposing body of troops, the precipice
being so steep that it could only be
climbed by breaking ranks and each
man clinging as he could to the bushes.
They formed again on the s u m m i t and
drove the enemy to the fort which
might have been captured b u t for the
m i s m a n a g e m e n t of those who were
chief in c o m m a n d .
Both of the Ulmers were prominent
men, particularly G e o r g e , w h o was aft e r w a r d s Sheriff of Hancock County
and Senator of Massachusetts and
Maine. We understand that both of
them moved fron. D u c k T r a p to Itockland and we a f t e r w a r d s read of Philip
in Boston. Philip is spoken of as a
sailor and George as a surveyor of land.
The former was Master or Chairman
of the pi'i liniiiiary organization before
the Charter was received and the latter
the first Master of Amity Lodge under
its Charter, and was in all five times
its Master.
lie was afterwards appointed I). D . G. M. being the first of
the quite long list of District Deputies
appointed from Amity Lodge. In that
capacity he installed the first officers of
Orient L o d g e , according to Eaton's
H i s t o r y , " i n a somewhat imposing manner.'
We have not the date of Philip's
death ; George died in J a n u a r y 1826.
JOHN

HATHAWAY.

John H a t h a w a y K-q.. was C a m d e n ' s
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first lawyer. He was born in Wrcntliam, Mass., and was a graduate of
Blown University. After completing
his law studies in Hanover, Mass., he
came to Camden in 1796 and entered
upon the practice of his profession,
t h r o u g h doing business for the
"Twenty Associates" he at once became widely and favorably known as
a lawyer and rose rapidly in his profession.
He built for a law office, the small
building which forms the rear of Mr.
T. II. Hunt's shop, and also built the
house now owned by the heirs of the
late Edward dishing.
He was the
Secretary of the preliminary organization of the Lodge and being one of
the petitioners, his name appears upon
the Charter as one of the charter members, but he did not live long enough
to enjoy the privileges of the Lodge that
he was so prominent in starting,for he
died of typhus fever, October 6, 1799,
at the age of 26. Mr. Hathaway was
Camden's second Postmaster, Wm.
Eaton being the first. Pew young
men have started in life with more
brilliant prospects, and his premature
death was sino rely mourned by many
friei.ds. His widow (Deborah the
sister of Benj. Cushing) survived him
many years, and died March 2, 1863,
at the advanced age of 91 years and 10
months.
JOSHUA ADAMS.

Dea. or Esq. Joshua Adams, as he
was called, was born in Massachusetts
in 1769. After his marriage, he left
Cape Cod, with his wife and all his
worldly goods and came to Penobscot
Bay, on a schooner. He had no particular place in view in which to settle,
but came this way for the reason that
the cry at that time was "Go East,"and
many people from Massachusetts were
emigrating to this section. When his

schooner arrived opposite "Duck
Trap," liking the looks of the place he
went ashore and settled there, building
a small house and going to blacksmithing. Later, having a little money, he
invested it in a stock of goods and went
into trade in which he was very successful.
After living in Lincolnville for some
time, he noticed that all vessels coming
into and going out of Penobscot Bay,
called at Owl's Head, and determined
to remove to that place which he did,
remaining there until his death.
At
Owl's Head he built vessels, kept a hotel and traded. Mr. Adams was "quick
and sharp for a bargain, carrying the
condition and management of affairs
in his head" and he became a most successful and prosperous business man.
During the war of 1812 he had three
brigs burned by the British within
sight of his house.
Mr. Adams was <Jne of the leading
men of his town for many years and
held many offices of trust and responsibility. In May 1804 he was elected
Representative to the General Court,
defeating the influential and popular
Gen. Henry Knox, but the following
year after two unsuccessful elections
in which the votes were nearly equally
divided between Mr. Adams and Gen.
Knox, he was finally defeated by Dr.
Isaac Barnard (Gen. Knox's name
having been withdrawn), Adams having 88 votes and Barnard 99. He was
again elected Representative iu 1807.
Mr. Adams was one of the most
prominent of the early members of
Amity Lodge, was for several years
its Treasurer, but was never elected
Master. He took a great interest in
the welfare of the Lodge and the conduct of his brethren, and no wrong deportment or trouble between them escaped his eye.

lie died Oct. 12, 1829 at the age of
60 years.
BENJAMIN

CUSHING.

Benj. dishing Esq., was one of the
most prominent of the early citizens of
Camden. He was born in Hanover,
Mass., and came to Camden in 1794
when but twenty years of age and together with his brother Joseph went
into trade here succeeding John Bergen, our first merchant, and doing
business in a store situated near where
Carleton, Pascal & Co's store now
stands. He afterwards traded in the
'•Daniels Building" and later built and
occupied the "Hunt Building." After
the death of Mr. Hathaway he was appointed Postmaster which position he
held from 1800 to 1830. In addition
to his business as a trader he was for
many years engaged in shipbuilding.
He served as selectman of the town for
several years and was a Justice of the
Peace. After Maine became separated
from Massachusetts he went to Portland as Representative to the Legislature. In the war of 1812-15 he was
one of the hostages who went aboard
the British frigate "Furieuse" when it
threatened to bombard the village and
was carried'by the same to Castine,
where he was released and allowed to
return home.
Mr. dishing was very influential in
the councils of Freemasonry, although
he never went through the principal
chairs of his Lodge. Both Mr. dishing and Joshua Adams, who were so
prominent in the early days of Amity
Lodge, were the grandfathers of late
Past Master VVm. G. Adams who, in
the later days of its history, took so
great an interest in the Lodge.
° Mr. Cushing built the "Seward
house - ' where he lived and where he
died, May 22, 1864, at the advanced

age of 90 years and 6 months.
EI'IIRAIM SNOW.

Capt. Ephraim Snow was born in
Thomaston Oct. U , 1760. He was the
son of the famous Baptist Clergyman,
Rev. Elisha Snow, and was himself a
prominent Baptist. He gave a lot of
l.md for a site of one of the ancient
Baptist meeting houses of his town and
took a great interest in all that pertained to the welfare of his church.
Capt. Snow was a corporal in Capt.
Philip Ulmer's company which did
such active service in the Biguyduce
expedition, and in 1798 was made a
Captain of the militia.
Capt. Snow
was always prominent in town affairs
during his residence in Thomaston and
was a member of the first School Committee of that town in 1799.
Later in life Capt. Snow removed to
Boston. \Vre have not ascertained the
date of his death.
HEZEKIAH PRINCE.

Hon. Hezekiah Prince was born in
Kingston, Mass., Feb. 7, 1771. He
was a descendent of tl.e fifth generation from Elder John Prince of Hull,
Mass., who emigrated from Berkshire,
Eng., about 1633. He also traces
back his lineage to thirty-eight of the
old original Puritans and Pilgrim
Fathers.
His trade was that of house carpenter, at which he worked as an apprentice in Camden, Thomaston, Vinalhaven and Lincolnville, from 1786 to
1792. In 1792 he began business for
himself and being an enterprising and
excellent mechanic found plenty of
work in the towns before named, and
in St. George.
In 1793, he traveled on horse-back
1100 miles from Camden to Virginia
and return. The Journal of this trip
was published in the New England
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Magazine of February 1893, one hundred years afterwards.
About the end of the century he
moved from the "'Keag" where he
was then residing to Seal Harbor, St.
George, where he manufactured salt.
While there he held several town offices and was sent to the Massachusetts
General Court. In 1813 he had charge
of the fort on St. George river that
was captured by the British. The
next year he moved to Thomaston village and engaged in the manufacture
of cotton and woolen goods and also
in trade. After his removal to Thomaston he was clnsen Selectman, Assessor and Treasurer almost yearly until
his death. He also held the office of
Deputy Collector of Customs for nearly thirty years. He was elpcted one of
the members of Gov. Smith's Council
and was State Senator from Lincoln
County for several terms.
Mr. Prince was the second Master
of Amity Lodge, and was himself instrumental in procuring the Charter of
Orient Lodge during his residence in
St. George, and was its first Master.
He died in Thomaston Dec. 27,
1830 at the age of nearly 70 years.
BELA JACOBS.

Bela Jacobs was born about the
year 1770. We do not know the place
of his birth but it was probably Scituate, Mass. He was the brother of
Samuel JacoDS Esq., who built the
"Fletcher House" on Chestnut St., and
manufactured the famous -'Jacobs
Lime."
Mr. Jacobs married Mary the sister of William Eaton and lived, we
understand, in a house that stood back
of where Mrs. W. V. Farnsworth's
house now stands, on land belonging
to Mr. Eaton's farm.
Concerning Mr. Jacob's life we have
been able to learn but little. lie was

the first Junior Steward of Amity
Lodge, but we do not find that he afterwards held many offices.
Mr. Jacobs died in Camden Jan. 22,
1822, at the age of 57 years.
WILLIAM GREGORY, SR.

William Gregory Sr., was born in
Walpole, Mass., Jan. 1, 1762.
His
father who is spoken of in Eaton's
Annals of Warren, as " a jolly, lightminded man, much fonder of a merry
story I hau a political discussion,"
moved to Camden in 1770 being one
of the earliest settlers of the town, and
by some said to be the second settler
in Camden after James Richards. He
settled at -'Clam Cove" on the farm
where Hf.nson Gregory now resides,
where in addition to farming he kept
a sort of a tavern in a log house. Barracks were erected on his land during
the Revolutionary war and at that time
his farm was the center of some lively
scenes connected with that struggle.
The name of William Gregory appears upon (he pay-roll of those drafted from Camden to serve in the Biguyduce Expedition, and after the incorporation of the town in 1791, Wm.
Gregory's name appears upon the town
records as second on the first board of
Selectmen elected in Camden.
Mr. Gregory was the first Treasurer
of Amity Lodge.
In his later years he became dissipated, and having lost his property
and become estranged from his Brethren,he is said to have died in the Camden alms-house about 1840.
THURSTON WHITING.

Rev. Thurston Whiting was a Congregational Clergyman. He was born
in Franklin, Mass., in 1753 and entered both Harvard and Brown Universities, but graduated at neither, being obliged to leave at least one of
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them, on account of some youthful
pranks. He afterwards studied for
the ministry and was for a time occasionally employed as a teacher.
He came to the Kennebec region
during the heat of the controversy that
ended in the Revolutionary war and
ardently espoused the cause of the Colonists. Under the circumstances it is
not strange that his boyish errors
should be remembered and his character
darkly painted by the enemies of political and religions liberty. He was ordained at New Castle where he had
the gratification of publicly reading
Lhe Declaration of Independence in
1776, from his pulpit. He was afterwards located at Warren, preaching at
Thomaston one third of the time.
In 1790 he took the first census of
Thomaston. He was a fine scholar
and served upon the School Committee
of Warren.
lie was an eloquent and forcible
preacher and orator and was much
sought after as a lecturer upon Freemasonry.
He died Feb. 28, 1829, at the age of
76 years.
OLIVER PENDLETON.

Capt. Oliver Pendleton was the son
of William Pendleton and was born in
Westerly, R. I. We do not know the
date of his birth but learn that he came
with his father to Long Island (Islesboro) in September, 1769. His father
took up a large tract of land in the
southern part of the Island and settled
there. Afterwards Oliver took up
one hundred acres of land which he
occupied for some time and then sold
to Elisha Ames. This farm was several years ago sold to a syndicate for
$10,000, and is the same upon which
the "Islesboro Inn" at Dark Harbor
now stands.
From Long Island Capt. Pendleton

moved to Camden where he resided
for sometime, and then moved to
Hope where his last days were spent.
He was both a farmer and a master
mariner.
We learn from Locke's
History of Camden, that in 1814,
while the war with England was in
progress, a party of Camden young
men, including Alden Bass, Robert
Chase, Simon Hunt and others went
out in a boat with Captain Oliver Pendleton, to observe the operations of a
British fleet that was then proceeding
up the bay. One of the British vessels saw them beating about in the bay
and taking them for spies, ordered
them to -'heave to,'' and took the boat
and its occupants in charge, carrying
them to Castine. They remained there
several days until the town sent Capt.
Isaac Russ to obtain their relense,
which he succeeded in doing.
Capt. Pendleton died in Hope after
having lived to a good old age.
JOSIAH DILLINGHAM.

Capt. Josiah Dillingham was born in
Hanover, Mass., about the year 1759,
and when quite a young man went to
Bremen, Maine, arriving there (probably) in 1778. From Bremen he came
to Camden where he made his home
for the remainder of his life.
He was a master marirer, but we
have been able to learn but little concerning his life.
He died in Camden quite early in
the present century. The exact date
of his death we are unable to give, but
learn that he lived to be some fifty or
sixty years of age.
SIMON BARRETT.

Simon Barrett was born in Concord,
Mass., the home of the Barretts, in
1765. He came to Hope with his
brother Reuben and took up the farm
now known as, the "Wiley Farm,"
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adjoining what is known as the "Dr.
Bartlett Farm," and made his home
with Dea. Calvin Crane.
When he was about twenty-one
years of age he happened in Union at
the house of Matthias Hawes. In the
cradle lay Mr. Hawes' little three
months old daughter Mary. Barrett sat
down and rocked her for a while and
then turning to her mother asked "Mrs.
Hawes. shan't I have this baby .or my
wife if I wait for her?"' She replied
"Yes, if you can agree," and when she
was eighteen, sure enough he married
her. He said that she had all the prudence and dignity of a mature woman,
while he had all the agility of youth.
They were the parents of seven children.
Mr. Barrett was the first Senior
Steward of the Lodsre and afterwards
held the office of the Senior Deacon.
In the later years of his life he was
afflicted by mental trouble and his last
days were passed in the Insane Asylum
where he died in 18-15.
EDWAKD PAYSON.

Concerning Edward Payson we have
been able to learn practically nothing.
We had supposed he was a resident of
Hope, both because Payson is a Hope
name, and because he seemed, in a
way, to be associated on the records of
the Lodge with Simon Barrett, but
neither the older inhabitants of that
tow'i, or those of the Payson family
with whom we have communicated,
can give us any information about an
Edward Payson living in this vicinity
at the beginning of the century.
He
may have lived in Cashing where the
early Paysons settled.
Mr. Payson was present at the first
meetings of the Lodge in the spring of
1801, but died shortly afterwards, for
we find upon (he records of the Lodge,

tinder the date of Oct. 19, 1801, a vote
passed to pay to "Mrs. Payson, widow
of our deceased brother, Edward Payson, the sum of Ten Dollars."
DAVID ALDEN.

Capt. David Alden was born in Cape
Elizabeth, Maine, in the year of 17G-1,
ar.d came to Northport some time in
the latter part of the century. We have
been unable to ascertain many facts
concerning his life, but learn that he
was a seaman, and was for several
years master of a ship sailing from
Portland, Me.
We find him mentioned in Locke's
History of Camden as oue'of the inhabitants of Northport, who in 1814
resisted the landing of the British at
Saturday Cove at the time the stores
and dwellings of that place were plundered by a marauding party that came
there in barges, probably from Castine.
Capt. Alden died at the home of his
son David in Northport in 1851, at the
age (jf about 87 years.
KRASTUS FOOTE.

Hon. Erastus Foote, the first Secretary and third Master of Amity Lodge
was one of the most distinguished men
who ever held membership in the
Lodge. He was Camden's second lawyer, coming here in 1800, the year that
he was admitted to the bar, and had a
most successful practice. In 1811 he
was County Attorney of Lincoln County, and the next year he was elected to
the Massachusetts Senate. In the war
of 1812 he was commissioned Colonel
of the 5th Reg't. After the close of
the war he removed to Wiscasset where
he passed the remainder of his life. In
1820 he was elected to the Maine Senate and the same year was appointed
Attorney General of Maine, which office he occupied for twelve y ars, "and
gave tone and character to the criminal
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jurisprudence which were honorable
to him, and highly appreciated by the
public." Mr. Foote was, in the language of Mr. Locke, " a genial man, a
gentleman of the 'old school',of urbane
manners, of dignity of bearing, and of
virtue of character." He was three
times Master of Amity Lodge.
He
died July 14, 1856, at the age of 78
years.
Col. Foote was not one of the charter members of the Lodge, b-it joined
it at its first meeting after receiving its
Charter, and we subjoin the foregoing
brief sketch of his life on account of
his distinguished character as a citizen
and a mason.
Chapter IV.
The Acts of the Ancients.
1802. At the regular yearly meeting of the Lodge held Jan. 4, 1802 the
following officers were elected: George
Ulmer, W. M . ; Hezekiah Prince, S.
W . ; Erastus Foote, J . W . ; Benj.
Cushing, Sec'y-; Joshua Adams, Treas.
Simon Barrett, S. D . ; Farnham Hall,
J . D . ; Isaac Barnard 1st S.; Alden
Bass, 2nd S.; Lewis Ogier, Tyler.
In those days the Masonic Lodges
interested themselves in many things
with which masons of the present day
do not consider it their duty to concern themselves. This was doubtless
due to the fact that the Masonic Lodge
was generally the only organized association in a community, where the
leading citizens were in the habit of
meeting frequently.
They therefore
considered and acted upon measures
which at the present time would be
left to Boards of Trade and other Associations. For example, we find that
Amity Lodge was called together on
Jan. 25, 1802 by the Worshipful Master " A s a Committee of the Whole,for
the purpose of Consulting on proper

measures Eespecting petitioning the
General Court for the Grant of a tract
of unlocated Land for the benefit of an
Academy in Camden." The Worshipful Master was appointed a committee
to draft a petition to the General Court
for said purpose, and a few months
later it was voted by the Lodge to attempt to raise by subscription $3000,
tor the shove mentioned purpose.
In the Spring of 1802, some trouble
evidently arose for Worshipful Master
Ulmer peremptorily declined "standing
any longer as Master," and at a meeting held May 3, Hezekiah Prince was
elected Master and a new set of officers was elected throughout. At the
next regular meeting, June 7, however, the trouble, whatever it may have
been, was settled as the following
from the record of the meeting shows:
"After hearing the observations from
our Past Master, Geo. Ulmer and a fair
investigation of the same, it was Motioned by Bro. Erastus Foote and Seconded by Bro. Joshua Adams, that
Bro. Geo. Ulmer should again Resume
the Chair as Worshipful Master of
Amity Lodge, and each officer should
fill theoffice as chosen in January Last,"
which was accordingly done.
It was a custom with the early members of the Lodge to regularly observe
St. John's day—a custom to which the
members of the present day have unfortunately failed to adhere—and the
first celebration of the day by the Lodge
took place this year, the brethren meeting at the hall, forming a procession
and proceeding to the Meeting-house
where Samuel Thatcher Esq., delivered a public address.
To watch over the conduct of their
brethren both in and out of the Lodge,
to correct their errors and irregularities and cause them to agree together
in harmony, the early members of the

Lodge considered their duty, and in
accordance with this duty we find the
Lodge voting that Bros. Ulmer, Adams
and Buxton be a committee to settle
the disputes of certain brethren, after
w hi ill the Lodge closed. It was customary for the Secretary to close his
record of each meeting as follows:
"Amity Lodge then closed in perfect
harmony etc." but the record of this
meeting says that the Lodge simply
"closed." Whether this was on acrount of the disputes of the brethren
being brought into the Lodge room
and leaving the members in such acondition that the Secretary could not conscientiously say that they departed
•"in perfect harmony," or whether it
was an inadvertence we are unable to
say.
During this year the quarters of the
Lodge were changed to "Bro. Poote's
Hall", which was in the house then located where B. F. Adams' store building now is, paying him two dollars per
night for the rent of the rooms, and
heating the same.
After remaining
there a few months, however, they returned to their original Lodge room in
Benj. Palmer's hall.
During 1802, Bros. William Spear,
and Calvin Curtis, were admitted to
membership, and the following Master
Masons were made: Samuel Jacobs,
Hezekiah French, Joshua "Palmer,
Ephraim Wood, William Parkman,
Benj. Carleton, James Malcom, Philip
Hanson, David Fales, Larkin Snow,
Josiah Gregory, Thomas Knowlton,
Archibald G. Coombs, Robert Houston, Jonathan Wilson, Oliver Bowers,
Daniel McCnrdy, Joseph W. Thorndike, Henry Pendleton, James Sharp,
Richard Keating,
Joshua Fuller,
Charles Ulmer, Samuel Brown, Joseph
Burkman, Jacob Ulmer, Edward Buxton, Job Ingraham, Nath'l FTosmer and

William Kidder; names, which, like
many of the others that we find upon
the records of almost a century ago,
are for the ino-t part very familiar to
Camden people of the present day,
many of them having been handed
down from father to son for several
generations.
1803. Jan. 4, 1803, the same officers who served in 1802 were re-elected with the exception of 2d. Steward
and Tyler, Calvin Curtis being elected
to the former office, and twelve brethren agreeing to act as Tyler one month
each.
The previous year had seen an exceedingly large number of Masons
raised, although they did not all become members of the Lodge. At that
time all those who received the degrees did not become members of the
Lodge iis at the present time, but had
to be voted in as members. Before
they were accepted as members they
could visit the Lodge but could not
take part in the Lodge business. They
were styled "visiting brethren,' and
were charged a small fee each evening
as such.
But five Master Masons were raised
during the year 1803, but the Lodge
had now grown so large and prosperous that the brethren began for the
first time to think of building a hall,
and a committee consisting of Geo.
Ulmer, Joshua Adan;s and Wm. Parkman, was appointed " t o confer with
the committee of the school district on
that business,'' the idea being to have
a Lodge room in a proposed new school
building.
June 2-t, St. John's day was celebrated as the year before, the Lodge meeting at Palmer's hall and marching to
the Meetinghouse, where they "attended to a discourse by Bro. Whiting and
the oration by Bro. E. Foote, after

1.'
which returned in Good order to Bro.
Palmer s hall and there partook the
Refreshments of the day. - '
What a
portion of these "refreshments" were,
can be judged from the fact that a few
weeks later the Lodge voted "(hat the
Stewards be requested to call on the
Treasurer for a quarter cask of Wine
for the use of the Lodge."
Our ancient brethren were not averse
to a little political wire pulling if they
could thereby help a brother,as is demonstrated by the action of the Lodge at
a meeting in June 1S03, the following
being taken from the minutes of that
meeting: "On request of Bro. John
Thomas to • number of the members
of Amity Lodge to Petition Gen. Lincoln of Boston for the berth of tending
the Lighthouse which is to be built on
White [lead, the Lodge therefore taking the same into Consideration
thought proper to Adopt the following
measures in behalf of Bro. Thomas,
that is, the Lodge made Choice of Bro.
Geo. Ulmer, Bro. Joshua Adams, Bro.
Saml. Jacobs, as a Committee to Request, Gen. H. Knox to use his influence in Bro. Thomas' behalf and to
use all Possible Means to procure the same post for him." Not satisfied with that they chose another
committee in September consisting of
Geo. Ulmer, Philip Ulmer and llezekiah Prince, "to petition Gen. Lincoln
for the berth of attending the Lighthouse on White Head for our Bro.
John Thomas."
Disputes seemed to arise among the
Brethren quite frequently in these early days, but the Lodge always looked
after them sharply and generally
brought about a pacification.
At a
meeting held in October of this year,
Joshua Adams noted the absence of
Hiree prominent brethren who had
formerly been constant attendants up-

on the meetings of the Lodge,and calling the attention of those present to
the fact obseived that "he had been
informed that a difference had taken
Place between those Brethren, and on
due information complained to the
Lodge, thereby the W. M. directed the
Secretary to notify those Brethren to
attend on the next Lodge night, and
if any Animosity does exist between
those Brethren, that they attempt with
the assistance of the Lodge, to settle
all differences and again sit together
like Brethren." Accordingly at the
next meeting, the three "disaffected
Brethren" were all present and "the
Lodge after hearing their Observations
Recommended Brotherly Love and
Unity—the}- agreed, made friends, and
buried all animosities and promised
Brotherly Love and to sit together as
Masons ought." If the Lodges of the
piesent day would look as carefully
after the behavior of their members
and assist them to "subdue their passions" as did Amity Lodge in her
younger days many quanels might be
avoided or pacified and greater peace
and more "perfect harmony" exist in
every community.
The five Master Masons raised during this year were, William Tillson,
Israel Howe, John Crockett, John
Miller and Joseph Young.
1804. This year at the annual meeting, Jan. 2, George Ulmer, who had
been Master of the Lodge since its institution, was again re-elected but declined to longer serve. He afterwards
served twice as Master of Amity
Lodge as will be seen hereafter. The
Lodge then proceeded to elect the following officers: Hezekiah Prince, W.
M.; Erastus Foote, S. W.; Joshua
Adams, J . W.; Benj. Cushing, Treas.;
Farnham Hall, Sec'y.; Isaac Barnard,
S. D . ; Calvin Curtis, J. D . ; Ephraim
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Wood, 1st Steward ; Samuel Jones, 2d
Steward, and Isaac RUNS, Tyler, who
were duly installed by Past Master
George Ulmer. The Tyler was voted
$1.00 per night and his "quarterage"
to be given him for his services.
On the same evening Joshua Adams,
treasurer for the preceding vear,
receipts on the record book for $22.60
received of Benj. Cushing, secretary,
"it being for quarterage and from visitingBrethren and overplus for wine used
belonging to the Lodge."
The temperance sentiment among the members
which afterwards banished wine forever from the Lodge room, had not
yet arisen, and the Lodge did not hesitate to include liquor among its "refreshments," and, as the foregoing receipt shows, to practically traffic in it.
At this meeting the question of building a new hall in conjunction with the
school district was again discussed and
the committee already appointed given
full power to act for the Lodge, but
later this project seems to have been
abandoned, for March 26, the Lodge
voted to add Ephraim Wood and Alden Bass to the committee already
chosen to see about building a hall,
with directions "to confer with Mr.
Asa Hosmer, or any other person who
feels disposed to build a Hall for the
sole benefit of Amity Lodge."
There were but few meetings of the
Lodge this year outside of the regular
monthly communications, all the business and work for the year being done
at these regular meetings. The year
closed, however, with a literary and social entertainment on the evening of
Dec. 27, consisting of an excellent discourse on the principles of Masonry by
Rev. Bro. Thurston Whiting, toasts,
music, a banquet and a general good
time.
The following eleven brethren were

raised during the year: John Hartshorn, Isaac Carter, Israel Decrow,
Joseph Sherman, Isaiah Cushing, Joseph Mirick, Almon Gushee, William
Fales, David Fales David Robbins and
Cornelius Stackpole
Chapter V.
The Mother of Lodges.
J805. Amity is well entitled to the
sobriquet of "The Mother of Lodges."
Being the first Lodge established in
this section, she naturally, as the years
passed by, gave from her membership
many brethren for the establishment
of new Lodges in neighboring towns,
and of the large number of prosperous
Lodges now existing in this vicinity
there are but few that cannot trace
their descent from old Amity,either as
her children or grandchildren. Amity,
however, was not especially pleased
with her first born, and the idea that
there was a proposition to establish a
new Lodge at Thomaston filled her
members with forebodings of evil. At
the annual meeting held Jan. 21,
1805, Hezekiah Prince the Worshipful
Master, having in view the establishment of the aforesaid Lodge at Thomaston,declined to serve longer, and the
veteran Master, George Ulmer, was
again elected to that office, together
with the following board of officers,
for the ensuing year: E. Foote, S. W.;
J. Adams, J. W.; Benj. Cushing,
Treas.; Farnham Hall, Sec'y,; I. Barnard, S. D . ; C. Curtis, J . D . ; J . Jones,
1st S.; Jos. Palmer, 2d S.; Lewis
Ogier, Tyler, who were duly installed.
After the installation Past Master
Hezekiah Prince presented a petition
from several brethren of Thomaston,
praying for the assistance of Amity
Lodge, to enable them to obtain a charter from the Grand Lodge for a new
Lodge in that town.
This at once

ii
raised a controversy, and after a sharp
debate in which our fathers aired their
eloquence and advanced their theories
concerning the effect upon Masonry in
this section, of instituting anewJLodge
in Thomaston, it was finally "Itesolved
to remonstrate to the Gr. Lodge against
the petition of Thomaston, as we are
of opinion that having a Lodge in said
town will not in any wise promote the
good of the Craft.'"
The Thomaston
brethren, however, nothing daunted
by the opposition of Amity, continued
their efforts for a new Lodge, and on
July 15, 1805, the Lodge appointed
George Ulmer, Erastus Foote, Joshua
Adams, Sam'l Jacobs, and Benj. Cushing, a committee to draft a remonstrance against the petition of the
Thomaston brethren and forward the
same to the Grand Lodge.
The remonstrance, however, availed nothing
for the Grand Lodge|granted the Charter prayed for, Sept. 10, A. D. 1805,
"to establish and form a Lodge by the
name of Orient, in the town of Thomaston, County of Lincoln and province
of Maine.'- The following were the
Charter members:
Hezekiah Prince,
John Gleason, James Spalding, Wm.
Fales, Elisha Snow, J r . , Joseph Stone,
David Fales, Jr., Joshua Fuller, Chas.
Spoffird, Peter Stone, David Fales,
3d. Isaiah Cushing, Dudley Spofford,
William Spear, James Malcolm, Win.
Tillson, John Miller, Waterman Thomas, James Blackington. Job Ingraham,
A. G. Coombs, Wm. H. H. Chealcy
and John Wing. Nearly all these charter members were previously members
of Amity Lodge and for this reason
and the additional reason that Orient
Lodge would greatly contract the jurisdiction of Amity, the members of the
latter Lodge made their opposition to
the institution of the former. The influence of Amity, however, was long

felt in Orient, for Hezekiah Prince was
the first Master and for many years
the chair of the new Lodge was filled
by brethren who first saw "light" and
received their early Masonic lessons
within the walls of Amity's Lodge
room.
During this year a committee was
again appointed to adjust differences
between two prominent brethren, and
in August the Lodge moved into Mr.
Dow's hall.
The brethren raised during the year
were Joseph Farley, Andrew Schamk,
Abel Tyler, Ebenezer Alden, Nath'l
Robbir.s, Rufus Gilmore. John Stackpole, John Toby, Joseph Davies, Nath'l
Emery, Joseph Ladd, and Amaziah
Merow.
1806. The annual meeting of the
Lodge was this year held on the evening of Jan 6, when the following officers were elected and installed:
Erastus Foote, W. M.; Calvin Curtis,
S. W.; Farnham Hall, J. W . ; Benj.
Cushing, Treas.; Wm. Parkman, Sec'y.
Sam'l Jones,S. D . ; Ephraim Wood, J.
D . ; Abel Tyler, 1st S.; Joseph Mirick,
2d S.; Lewis Ogier, Tyler.
This year was an uneventful one and
a smaller amount of work than usual
was done. Feb. 3, a petition was received from several brethren in Warren "praying the approbation of the
Amity Lodge to the Grand Lodge for
a charter instituting a Lodge in Warren." This time there was no opposition raised and the Lodge proceeded
to vote to give their approbation as requested. Several months afterwards
the Grand Lodge granted a charter to
St. George Lodge, and on Sept. 29,
Amity Lodge voted to attend the installation of the officers of that Lodge
in a body on the following Wednesday,
October 1, 1806.
June 2, the Lodge moved from Dow's

hall to Wm. Parkman's hall, which
had recently been fitted up for them
and lor which they agreed to pay rent
at the rate of $25.00 per year. This
continual moving was distasteful to
the brethren and they continued to
agitate the subject of building a hall
that would be a permanent home for
the Lodge and on Dec. 29, a committee
was again appointed to see what arrangements could be made for building
a hall during the ensuing year.
Eaised during the year: John Gregory, Thos. Cochran, Jacob Patch and
Wm. Badger.
1807. Jan. 26, 1807, Erastus Foote
was re-elected W. M., and the following brethren were elected to fill the
other offices: Calvin Curtis, S. W.;
Parnham Hall, J . W.; Sam'l Jacobs,
Treas.; Wm. Parkman, Sec'y.; Sam'l
Jones, S. D . ; Abel Tyler, J. D . ;
Nath'l Hosmer, 1st S.; Jacob Patch,2d
S.; Lewis Ogier, Tyler,
During this year a petition was received from brethren in Buckstown
(now Bucksport) requesting the approbation of Amity Lodge of their receiving a charter, to which the Lodge
replied that it did not see fit to grant
its approbation until Hancock Lodge
gave its approbation.
St. John's Day was this year observed in the usual way, viz: marching
to the meeting-house, where Eev. Bro.
Cochran delivered an address appropriate to the occasion, then returning
to the hall for refreshments.
In June the brethren moved from
Parkman's Hall to W. E. Hobbs' hall,
and on the last meeting of the year in
the following December, the Lodge
once more went through the process of
choosing a committee " t o make arrangements for building a hall the ensuing year."
Wm. Carleton. Abraham Ogier and

Jesse Fay were the only brethren
raised during the year.
1808. At the annual meeting held
Jan. 18, so few of the members were
present that the election of officers was
deferred until Feb. 15, when the following were elected: Calvin Curtis,
"W. M.; Farnham Hall, S. W . ; Sam'l
Jones, J. W.; Sam'l Jacobs, Treas.;
Wm. Parkman, Sec'y.; Abel Tyler, S.
D . ; Nath'l Hosmer, J. D . ; Jacob
Patch, 1st S.; Joseph W. Thorndike,
2d S.; Lewis Ogier, Tyler.
For several months rumors and reports had been in circulation concerning the immoral and unmasonic conduct of a prominent member of the
Lodge, a committee had sometime
before been appointed to investigate
the same and the trouble that had been
brewing on account of the said reports
culminated in the winter of 1808. On
the night of the election of officers the
Committee made an extended report
specifying the charges against the
brother and statins: what information
they had obtained by their investigation. The Lodge accepted the report
and voted to cite the accused brother
to appear at the next regular meeting
in March. He did not appear, however, and a lengthy debate ensued respecting the brother's late conduct and
the proper course to be pursued. It
was finally voted that the Secretary
serve upon the accused brother personally, a copy of the committee's report
containing the specific charges against
liim, and summons him to be present
at the regular meeting in April. The
charges against the brother were, 1st,
the open violation of the marriage
covenant, "thereby" says the ancient
record, "bringing great contempt on
uur ancient and honourable Society, in
violation of the order and welfare of
the Craft, and the Laws of God and
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Society;" and 2d,the frequent profanation of the Lord's day " b y pursuing
unnecessary worldly business and recreation on that day, thus rendering
our Christian Sabbath a day for hunting, sporting and dissipation in violalation of your obligations as a Mason,
in contempt of the Laws of God and
your Country." At the April meeting
the accused brother did not appear but
sent a letter which was read in the
Lodge. Another lengthy debate followed, after which it was unanimously voted to expel the brother from the
Lodge, and forbid his visiting the
same. This was the first trouble of
the kind that the Lodge had ever had
and it doubtless caused a great deal of
talk and stir among the members, but
thev carried out their ideas of dealing
with immorality and unmasonic conduct fully as rigorously as the brethren of the present day would be apt to
do, still near the close of the year we
find the Lodge voting "that 6 gals, of
Wine and 3 of Brandy be purchased
for the Lodge." Those were the days,
however, before the temperance movement was started in this country and
the use of liquor was as common as is
the use of tea or coffee today.
But little work was done this year
in the way of advancing candidates
through the several degrees, and but
one, a brother by the name of Sheen
Wilson, was raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason, nevertheless
the members met regularly and when
there was nothing else to do,passed the
sevei al lectures and improved themselves in masonic knowledge.
1809. The officers elected for the
year 1809, at the annual meeting held
Jan. 2, were Farnham Hall, W. M.;
Sam'l Jones, J . W . ; Wm. Parkman,
j . W . ; Sam'l Jacobs, Treas.; Abel
Tyler, Sec'y.; Nath'l Hosmer, 8. D.

Jacob Patch, J. D . ; Joshua Palmer,
1st S.; Wm. Carleton, 2d S. and Lewis
Ogier, Tyler.
Lodges, like individuals,have periods
of success, and times when either
through circumstances or lack of interest in their work, thQy fail to advance in material prosperity. For the
past two or three years, Amity Lodge
had been gradually approaching one
of those periods of inertia in which
little outside of the regular routine is
accomplished and in 1809 did not raise
a single brother or have a single application for initiation into the mysteries of masonry. This period continued also through the two following
years and no candidate was proposed
for initiation until 1812, when the
work of the Lodge was resumed. During these years little was done at the
Lodge meetings except to open and
close the Lodge and sometimes to pass
lectures. This was done most frequently when Bro. Almond Gushee was
present for he was very proficient in
the lectures of the several degrees.
In 1809 the members of Amity Lodge
united with St. George Lodge in celebrating St. John's Day at Warren.
1810. On Jan. 16, 1810, the annual meeting, the Lodge re-elected
Farnham Hall, W. M. but he declined
to serve, and Calvin Curtis was elected
in his place. The other offices for the
year were, Wm. Parkman, S. W . ;
Abel Tyler, J. W . ; Nath'l Hosmer,
Treas.; Jacob Patch, Sec'y.; Wm.
Carleton, S. D . ; Abraham Ogier, J .
D . ; Joseph Mirick, Senior Steward,
Joseph W. Thorndike, Junior Steward.
No Tyler was elected,someone serving
as Tyler pro tem each evening during
the year. Dr. Patch proved to be the
best Secretary that the Lodge had y.t
elected. He wrote a very fine, feminine but exceedingly legible hand and

carefully recorded every detail of the broke out and Camden, in common
with other towns on the coast, vigorLodge transactions.
June 25, Amity, Orient and St. ously prepared for the worst. Congress
"declared war to exist between Great
George Lodges jointly celebrated St.
John's day in Camden. Rev. Jonathan Britain and the United States,'' on the
18th day of June, and from that time
Huse of Warren delivered a discourse
in the Meeting-house, after which re- until the treaty of peace was signed,
Dec. 24, 1814, the citizens of Camden
freshments were served in the hall.
1811. Annual meeting Jan. 8. At saw many stirring events. Camden in
this meeting, George Ulmer the first her exposed situation on the coast of
Master of the Lodge was again elected Penobscot Bay, was at any time liable
W. M. with the following associates to the attacks of the enemy and more
in office: A. Gushee, S. W.; P. Hall, than once she was threatened with deJ. W.; Benj. Gushing, Treas.; J. Wil- struction,and her citizens were a great
son, Sec'y; E. Foote, S. D . ; N. Hos- portion of the time under arms, vigilant to guard their homes and firesides
mer, J. D . ; Wm. Carleton, S. S.; A.
against the ravages of the enemy.
Ogier, J. S.; I. Iluss, Tyler.
The election of several Past Masters Companies were raised in Camden and
to the offices of the Lodge this year vicinity and several of the most prominent of the members of Amity Lodge
was doubtless the result of the lack of
interest that the members seemed to were officers in command of these
be taking in the Order at that time, ' companies, while many others served
which is further demonstrated by the in the ranks, or were engaged on board
short meetings and poor attendance of American vessels. Wm. Caiieton
which seemed to give out altogether was Adjutant of the 5th Regiment,
during the last half of the year, for Calvin Curtis was a Captain of Infanthere is no record of any meeting after try, Isaac Russ was Lieutenant of a
July 30, 1811, until the annual meet- Camden company enlisted by himself
and Joseph Hall was Ensign of an Ining in Jan. 1812.
fantry Company of the 1st Regiment,
of which Erastus Foote was Colonel.
Chapter VI.
Richard Conway was the owner and
During the War.
1812. This year there seemed to be one of the crew of the boat which pura slight revival of interest in the work sued from Camden certain runaway
of the Lodge. Three candidates were British prisoners and captured them in
raised and Richard Conway was ad- Eggemoggin Reach. Lewis Ogier was
mitted to membership. The annual a Deputy Sheriff whose official duties
meeting was held Jan. 28, and officers kept him exceedingly busy during these
were elected as follows: Calvin Cur- unsettled times and near the end of the
tis, W. M . ; Abel Tyler, S. W . ; Abra- war when the British frigate"Furisuse"
appeared off ourLedges,and threatened
ham Ogier, J. W . ; Wm. Caiieton,
to
lay the village under tribute or bomTreas.; Wm. Parkman, Sec'y.; Lewis
bard it, Benj. Cushing was one of the
Ogier, S. D . ; J. W. Thorndike, J. D . ;
Wm. Stcarn, S. S.; Jesse Fay, J. S.; hostages who went on board the frigate
to save the town from being destroyed
Isaac Russ, Tyler.
and who were carried away to Castine
This year the second war with Great when the British captain decided that
Britain, known as the " W a r of 1812"
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the place was too strong for him to attack. With these weighty matters upon their hands during the greater part
of the years 1812, 1813 and 1814, and
their minds absorbed by their important duties, the members of Amity
Lodge had little time to devote to fraternal affairs. Nevertheless, they met
at regular Lodge nights, went through
with the business that came before
them and occasionally raised a brother.
At the regular meeting held on June
23, 1812, it was voted "to adjourn, to
meet the regular Lodge night in September next," thus doing for the first
time what is now a regular custom viz:
to hold no regular meetings in the
summer months of July and August.
Neither had the brethren forgotten
the subject so often discussed by them,
of having a new hall, and on Dec. 15,
they appointed a committee "to confer
with Bro. Foote concerning the purchase of his hall, and make a report at
the next Lodge Night.'' At the next
meeting, however, the committee had
made no progress and was given "leave
to sit again."
They did not make
their final report until Dec. 7, 1813.
We are not told what the report was,
but the record says it was vot d "not
to accept the report of the Committee
respecting the purchase of the Hall."
Brothers raised daring the year; Walter Edmonds, Frye Hall and Eliot Tolman.
1813. The annual meeting was held
this year in January as usual and officers were elected as follows:
Almond Gushee, W. M . ; Abel Tyler, S.
W . ; Abraham Ogier, J . W.; Wm.
Carleton, Treas.; Lewis Ogier, Sec'y.;
J. W. Thorndike, S. D . ; Isaac Russ,
J . D . ; Frye Hall, S. S.; Eliot Tolman,
J; S.; Richard Conway, Tyler.
This year the war was at its height
and nothing of note was accomplished

by the Lodge. It was attempted to
celebrate St. John's Day and a committee consisting of Calvin Curtis, Frye
Hall and Wm. Carleton,was appointed
June 3, to confer with Orient Lodge
and St. George Lodge on that subject.
The brethren were too busy with other
things, however, and the committee
did nothing until the next regular
meeting in September, when it reported that it had been thought best
not to celebrate St. John's Day that
year.
At a special meeting held Oct. 12,
the following vote was passed:
"As
the members of Amity Lodge have not
met so generally as could have been
wished since the meeting in Jan'y A.
D. 1811, that all quarterage of members, prior to that time be remitted and
that the following Brethren who have
settled their quarterage up to this time
for the year 1813, be considered as
Regular Standing Members of Amity
Lodge, and that any other regular
Brother who has been a Member of
this Lodge who shall comply with the
principles of this vote, at or before the
the next regular Lodge Night are admitted as Members.
The following
Brothers settled agreeable to this vote;
Richard Conway, Eliot Tolman, Lewis
Ogier, Calvin Curtis, Erastus Foote,
Joseph W. Thorndike, Abel Tyler,
Abraham Ogier, Wm. Parkman, Farnham Hall, Wm. Carleton, Nathaniel
Hosmer, Almond Gushee."
The following were raised during
the year: Samuel Tyler, James Gilbrith and John Fisk.
1814. Annual Meeting Jan. 4.
Chose officers as follows:
Erastus
Foote, W. M.; Abel Tyler, S. W . ;
Abraham Ogier, J. W . ; Wm. Carleton,Treas.; Lewis Ogier,Sec'y.; J . W .
Thorndike, S. D . ; Isaac Russ. J. D . ;
Frye Hall, S. S.; Eliot Tolman, J. S.;

Richard Cnoway, Tyler.
At this meeting the hall question
came up again. The Lodge had been
held for several years at John Eager's
Hall, although the records sometimes
said "at John Eager's Inn" and sometime at "John Eager's Tavern," both
of which mean the same thing as "at
John Eager's Hall,"for the hall was in
the tavern building and was the hall
in which the Lodge originally met and
the building was apart of what is now
the Bay View Hotel as has been before
related.
For some reason the members either could not or did not wish to
meet there any longer and a committee
was at this time appointed, "to procurea place for the Lodge to meet in, in
the future." They selected Wm. Carleton's Hall, where we And that they
assembled during the remainder of
that year and the next,although in June
a committee was appointed "to confer with the Worshipful Master (Erastus Foote) respecting finishing a room
above his office for the use of this
Lodge, and to Improve said room for
the pay therefor."
In September of the same year the
brother who had been expelled for immoral and unmasonic conduct several
years before, made application to have
his case re-opened with the hope of being reinstated, and at the next regular
meeting a committee was appointed to
look into the matter, but we do not
find that any further action was taken
upon the case at that time.
During this year but little work was
done. The Worshipful Master, Col.
Foote, being an eloquent and able
speaker, delivered several very interesting discourses to the Lodge and the
members did what they were able, to
keep alive an interest in the Order
amid the exciting martial events of
that year, but no candidates were

raised.
1815. Jan. 24, 1815, officers for the
ensuing year were elected as follows:
Abel Tyler, W. M.; Abraham Ogier,
8. W.; William Carleton, J. W.;
Nath'l Hosmer, Treas.; Lewis Ogier,
Sec'y.; J. W. Thorndike, 8. D . ; Isaac
Russ, J. D . ; Eliot Tolman, S. S.; Calvin Curtis, J. S.; Richard Conway,
Tyler.
This year again found the brethren
still harping on the hall question, and
at a meeting held June 20, a vote was
passed directing the committee appointed June 28, 1814 "to proceed on
the business they were chosen for, to
wit: respecting Bro. Erastus Foote's
Hall." Nothing further is said about
the hall during the remainder of the
year until the last meeting in 1815,
when it appears that the committee
and Bro. Erastus must have come to
some satisfactory arrangement for the
record of the meeting on Dec. 12,
reads as follows: "Met at the new hall.
Were present, Bros.Calvin Curtis, Wm.
Carleton, Isaac Russ, Lewis Ogier.
The Hall not being finished we agreed
to adjourn till our Regular Lodge
Night in January next. Lewis Ogier,
Sec'y."
Charles Harrington was the only
brother raised during the year.
Chapter VII.
A Revival Begins.
1816. The war was over and our
citizens had again turned their attention to the peaceful vocations of life
and Camden Masons had more time to
devote to the work of their Order.
From this time dates a period of revival of interest in the Lodge which
continued until the mysterious fate of
Morgan and the resulting whirlwiud
of anti-Masonic excitement came so
near casting a perpetual blight upon

the entire organization in this country.
The officers for this year, elected
Jan. 9, were Calvin Curtis, W. M . ;
Abraham Ogier, S. W . ; William Carleton, J . W . ; NathanielHosmer, Treas.
Lewis Ogier, Sec'y.; Joseph Thorndike, 8. D . ; Isaac Iluss, J. D . ; Eliot
Tolmau, S. S.; Bela Jacobs, J. S.;
Richard Conway, Tyler.
This meeting was held in "Amity
llall'' which was then ready for occupancy. It was in the building on Main
street which was afterwards owned by
the Lodge and in which they held their
meetings continuously from that time
until they left to go into their beautiful new hall in Johnson Knight's block
on Mechanic street in 1884, a period
of nearly sixty-nine years.
Thus
Amity Lodge after many wanderings
had at last a permanent abiding place.
The building was at that time owned
by Erastus Foote, but was evidently
fitted up by the Lodge, for on the next
regular meeting, Feb. 16, 1816, a large
number of bills of divers parties for
labor, brick, mortar, lumber and other
building materials, were accepted and
ordered paid, and a committee was appointed " t o examine the funds of the
Lodge and to select a part of the funds
of the Lodge to pay the debts of Amity
Lodge," and in April following,"Bro.
L. Ogier was authorized to commence
Buits ou such demands of the Lodge
as cannot otherwise be obtained."
At the same meeting a committee
was chosen " t o settle a difference subsisting between a Brother of the Masonic family and a Member of this
Lodge."
June 24, St. John's clay,was celebrated in Camden jointly with Orient and
St. George Lodges in the usual manner, when Bro. E. Thatcher delivered
the oration.
In the record of a special meeting

held July 7, 1816, we have the first account of a public Masonic funeral conducted by the Lodge. It was the funeral of Benj. Palmer.
The record
reads as follows: " A Lodge of Master
Masons was opened for funeral ceremony. The Brethren formed a procession from the Hall and followed
the corpse to the Meetinghouse where
a discourse was delivered by Bro,
Thos. Cochran from Ecclesiastes, 12
Chap, 15 Verse:—Because man goeth
to his long home and the Mourners go
about the streets.—After the discourse
at the Meetinghouse the procession was
again formed and walked to the place
of interment where the coffin was deposited beneath the clod agreeable to
the ancient customs of the Fraternity.
Then returned to the Hall in perfect
order."
Raised during the year: David Fisk,
John Nicolson and Samuel Hale.
1817. Officers elected Jan. 28:
Abraham Ogier, W. M.; Win. Carleton, S. W.; F. ye Hall, J. W.;Nath'l.
Hosmer. Treas.; Abel Tyler, Sec'y.;
J. W. Thorndike, S. D . ; Ben]. Carleton, J. D . ; Isaac Russ, S. S.; Sam'l
Tyler, J. S.; Charles Harrington, Tyler.
Feb. 25, a petition from Brethren in
Union to the Grand Lodge, praying
for the establishment of a Lodge in
that town was preserted, and the approbation of Amity Lodge requested,
which was unanimously given.
On
the same evening a committee was appointed "to represent to Bro. Foote
the unfit condition of the Hall for the
convenience of a Lodge of Masons,"
which committee reported in April,
that "Bro. Foote agrees that the 2d
Baptiht Society in Camden shall clean
said Hall four times in a year, and
that in addition thereto, it shall be
cleaned as often as occupied by the
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Town." From this and from other
sources we have learned that the Baptist society held meetings in the hall and
that the meetings of the town were also held there, it being the principal
hall in (he village.
Apr. 29, the Lodge voted to send
the notes of "our former Brother,Philip Ulmer, now deceased" to his widow
as a present from the Lodge.
For
many years a greater portion of the
invested funds of the Lodge consisted
of the notes of various parties and
sometimes Amity Lodge had long lists
of them. Many of them were small,
owing to the somewhat foolish habit
that obtained at that time of taking the
notes of candidates in full or part payment of their fees for initiation and
receiving the degrees. At the same
time Two Dollars were appropriated
in behalf of a travelling brother in distress, and a committee was appointed
to "grant donations where they may
think it advisable, not exceeding five
dollars."
St. John's day was celebrated this
year with Orient Lodge in Thomaston.
From the following vote passed in
June, we judge that some of the brethren had been making a rather free use
of the liquors belonging to the Lodge.
"Voted, that no liquor stronger than
Wine be used in Amity Lodge except
on Public Occasions." It was then voted "that the Treasurer advance the
Stewards a sum sufficient to purchase
Ten gals. Wine and a barrel of Crackers."
Aug. 26, the brother expelled for
immoral and unmasonic conduct again
asked to be reinstated and in September a committee was appointed to hear
his defense, and at a special meeting in
November, the Lodge again voted on
his case. It was voted unanimously
not to reinstate him.

Dec. 23, a committee was appointed
to adjust " a difference subsisting" between two members. This committee
before the close of the Lidge, reported an •-amicable adjustment" of
the same.
Quite an amount of work was done
during the year, the following being
those raised to the Master Mason's degree: Sam'l Farnsworth, John D.
Fisk, Thomas Cobb, Frederick Jacobs,
Jonas Wheeler, and Joshua Dillingham.
1818. Wm. Carleton, W. M,; Frye
Hall, S. W.; Calvin Curtis, J . W . ;
Nath'l. Hosmer, Treas.; Frederic Jacobs, Sec'y.; J. W. Thorndike, S. D . ;
Benj. Carleton, J . D . ; Isaac Buss, S.
S.; Samuel Tyler, J. S. and Charles
Harrington, Tyler, were elected at the
annual meeting held Jan. 20, 1818.
This year nothing of note was accomplished by the Lodge and but two
brethren were made Master Masons.
The meetings, however, were held regularly and the members evidently patronized the wine closet well, for in
August it was voted to purchase with
the funds of the Lodge, ten gallons of
wine. Doubtless, being deprived of
the stronger beverage by a recent vote
of the Lodge before mentioned, they
consumed more of the weaker.
Our early brethren were not unmindful of the degraded condition of
the people of pagan lands and the darkness and ignorance in which they were
living and at a meeting held Oct. 13,
1818, it was voted "that Amity Lodge
supply one-fifth part of the net proceeds of said Lodge, which shall be received by said Lodge for the Initiates
for the present year, commencing Oct.
1, A. L. 5818 and ending Oct. 1, A.
L. 5819, (after deducting the fees due
the Grand Lodge from the same) to be
appropriated towards translating the
Holy Scriptures into the different
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Asiatic Languages, without note or
comment, to be placed in the hands of
the Agent of the American board of
Commissioners appointed to receive
the same, for the purpose of printing
and distributing the same among the
different Heathen Nations, to which
we now or may hereafter have access."
The two brethren raised during the
year were Daniel Brewster and Henry
Perry.
1819. Frye Hall was elected W.
M.; Jan. 5, 1819, with the following
associates in office: Abraham Ogier,
S. W . ; Frederick Jacobs, J . W . ; Jonas Wheeler, Treas.; Joshua Dillingham, Sec'y.; J . W . Thorndike, S. D . ;
Eliot Tolman, J. D . ; Benj. Carleton,
S. S.; David Tolman, J . S.; Bela Jacobs, Tyler.
At a meeting in April the thanks of
the Lodge were voted to K. W. Bro.
John Miller of Warren, for his instruction to the Lodge. Bro. Miller, afterwards better known as "Father Miller," was for many years one of the
most efficient masons in the State, and
some years later was Grand Master of
Maine.
St. John's day was celebrated June
24, by attending a discourse delivered
by Bro. Jonas Wheeler in the Meetinghouse, and then proceeding to Eager's
tavern for refreshments.
During this year Portland Lodge
No. 1. sent communications to the various Lodges in Maine, concerning the
formation of a new Grand Lodge.
One was received by Amity Lodge
Aug. 31, and at the next regular meeting, Sept. 28, it was voted that "Amity Lodge considers expedient that the
Lodges in Maine be separated from
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, provided the same can
be effected upon just and equitable
terms, and that a Grand Lodge be

formed in Maine."
Bro. Sam'l. A. Whitney of Lincolnville was chosen a delegate to represent Amity Lodge at a meeting to be
held in Portland Oct. 14, following, to
consider the matter of separating from
the Massachusetts jurisdiction and
forming a Grand Lodge in Maine.
By a revision of the By-Laws the
annual meeting of the Lodge had been
changed from the regular meeting in
January to the regular meeting in October, and therefore there were two
elections during the year 1819. At the
annual meeting Oct. 26, however,
there was no change made from the
officers elected the previous January,
except that Joseph Mirick was elected
J. D. ai.d Lewis Ogier, S. S.
The attempt to establish a Lodge at
Union in 1816 evidently did not succeed, for at this meeting anoth'er petition asking for a new Lodge at that
place to be called "Union Lodge,"
was presented and Amity Lodge voted
its approval which was certified on the
back of the petition.
The Brethren during this year took
great interest in passing the lectures
of the several degrees, hardly a meetng being opened and closed without a
lecture on one or more of the degrees.
This interest was continued by the
brethren for several years, those who
were regular attendant upon the Lodge
meetings becoming very proficient in
the lectures and work of the degrees.
Raised during the year: Isaac Orbeton, James Andrews, Wm. Farnsworth, Elisha Pendleton and Charles
Hobbs.
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Chapter VIII.
A New Epoch.
1820. This year was the beginning
of a now epoch in both the political
and Masonic history of Maine, which
at this time separated from Massachusetts and was admitted to the Union
as a new state. The Masons of Maine
also separated from the jurisdiction of
Massachusetts and organized a new
Grand Lodge, which was known as
the "Grand Lodge of Maine." From
this time forward, for the period of a
decade, the Fraternity in Camden enjoyed, for a greater part of the time, a
degree of prosperity equalled only in
the earliest years of the existence of
the Lodge.
At the regular meeting held May 23,
Jonas Wheeler was elected Proxy of
the Lodge "to attend to the formation
of a Grand Lodge in Maine and to
transact our business with the said
Grand Lodge for the year ensuing."
Also it was voted "that the thanks of
the Lodge be given to Bro. S. A.
Whitiney for his services at Portland
etc.
The annual meeting of the Lodge
was held Oct. 17, and the balloting for
officers for the ensuing year resulted
as follows: Abraham Ogier, W. M.;
Jonas Wheeler, S. W . ; Frederick Jacobs, J. W.; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.;
Joshua Dillingham, Sec'y.; J. W.
Thorndike, S. D . ; Eliot Tolman, J.
D . ; David Tolman, S. S.; Charles
Hobbs. J. S.; Bela Jacobs, Tyler.
At this meeting a committee was
chosen to investigate the "situation of
each and every demand and what
course ought to be taken relative to
the same." This committee reported
in November following, and the demands which were to be collected,
were ordered to be left with Bro.
Wheeler, (a lawyer) for that purpose,

The Lodge, however, did not seem to
want to leave it all to the lawyer (for
fear perhaps that he would collect
them all and the Lodge would not have
the pleasure of appointing a committee to investigate them, which act was
so common and had been practiced so
long that it had almost got to be one
of the "landmarks" of the Lodge),
for they voted that the committee already appointed, "superintend the
collection of said demands for the
year."
At this meeting in November a committee of three, consisting of J. Wheeler, J. Patch and F. Hall, was chosen,
'•to make such objections to the Bylaws of the G. Lodge, as may be
thought proper and give such instructions to our proxey as may be deemed
most expedient.' The committee reported in January, but whether they
found anything objectionable in the
Grand Lodge By-Laws we are not informed.
Daring the year, Charles Hosmer,
Josiali Ingraham, Geo. Hall, Jonathan
Thayer, and John George were raised
to the sublime degree of a Master Mason.
1821.
This was one of the least
eventful of the years of this period for
Amity Lodge. But one candidate was
raised and little of note was accomplished.
Oct. 9, the following officers were
chosen:
Jonas Wheeler, W. M.;
Joseph W. Thorndike, J. \f.; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.; Joshua Dillingham, Scc'y.; Eliot Tolman, S. D . ;
David Tolman, J. D . ; Charles Hobbs,
S. S.; Charles Harrington, J. S.;
John Fisk, Tyler.
Brc. Thorndike
who was this year elected Junior Warden, had for years been the Senior
Deacon of the Lodge and was no
doubt, very proficient in the work of
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the order, but for some reason he never advanced to the Eust. The brother
raised this year was Joseph Gott of
Mount Desert.
1822. This year the Lodge was incorporated by an act of the Legislature, Jonas Wheeler, the Worshipful
Master, was a member of the Legislature, being in fact the first Representative to the Maine Legislature elected
from Camden. He looked after the
passage of the act of incoporation
which read as follows:
AN ACT to incorporate the Master,
Wardens and Members of AMITY
LODGE passed January 19, 1822.
SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in
Legislature
assembled, That Jonas
Wheeler, Frederick Jacobs, and Joseph Thorndike, and their associates
and successors, be, and they hereby
are incorporated into a body politic,
by the name of the Master, Wardens
and Members of Amity Lodge; with
power to sue and be sued; to nave a
common seal, and to change the same;
to make any by-laws for the management of their affairs, not repugnant to
the laws of this State, nor to ancient
masonic usages; to take and hold for
charitable ar.d benevolent uses, any
real estate, to the value of three thousand dollars, and any personal estate to
the value of five thousand dollars; and
to give and grant, or bargain and sell
the same; and with all the privileges
usually granted to other societies, instituted for the purposes of charity and
beneficence.
SEC. 2. Be it further
enacted,
That the first meeting of said corporation shall be holden at such time and
place, and be notified in such manner,
as the majority of the persons herein
named may direct.
SEC. 3. Beit further enacted, That
the powers granted by this act, may be
enlarged, restrained, or repealed at the
pleasure of the Legislature.
At a regular meeting held May 28,
1822, the Lodge voted to "accept the
act of incorporating them into a body

politic by the name of the Master,
Warden and Members of Aunty Lodge
passed on the 19th day of Jan'y. 1822,
and that the Secretary record a copy of
said act in the records of the Lodge."
On another page of the records we find
the following at the top of the page:
"Copy of the act of incorporation
agreeably to a vote passed May 28th,
1822," but nothing further.
The act
through neglect had never been copied
and the page is still a blank.
At the annual meeting, Oct. 19, officers were elected as follows: Frederick Jacobs, W. M.; Five Hall, S.
W . ; J. W. 1 homelike, J. W.; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.; Joseph Hall,
Sec'y.; Joseph II. Estabrook, S. D . ;
David Tolman, J. D . ; Henry Perry,
S. S. The balance of the officers were
not elected until the regular meeting in
November, when Joshua Dillingham
was elected J. S. and John Fisk, Tyler, after which the officers were installed.
At the same meeting the following
proviso concerning the quarterage of
the members was reported: "Provided
that the quarterage of any member
who resides on the Main Land more
than three miles from the usual place of
Meeting of said Lodge, shall be only
twenty-five cents, and that the quarterage of any member who resides on
any Island in Penobscot bay, shall be
only twelve and one half cents."
The Lodge was kept quite busy this
year, initiating, crafting and raising
candidates. Those raised were, Joseph
II. Estabrook, Joseph Hall, Ebenezer
Eames, Nath'l Palmer, John Glover,
David Woster and James Clark, two
of whom, as is shown by the record,
were at once elected to important offices in the Lodge.
1823. This year opened with the
proposition on the part of the Lodge
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to purchase the building in which their
hall was located, and a committee was
appointed Jan. 21, to confer with the
owner, Erastns Foote, and ascertain
the lowest amount he would take for it.
March 25, it was voted to pay out of
the treasury the sum of ten dollars for
relief of a brother "in part remuneration for the loss of his house and provision by fire." The same day a committee that had been appointed to examine
the funds of the Lodge reported the
whole amount of the demands considered good to be $524.67; whole amount
considered of doubtful value, $64.75.
The demands consisted chiefly of
notes of divers parties.
May 12, 1823, the Lodge voted that
it was for the general good and improvement of the Lodges in the eastern part of the district, Amity, Orient,
St. George and Union Lodges, and
masons not member in this vicinity,
that a permanent association of the
above Lodges should be formed under
proper regulations, for the assembling
of said Lodges together on the 24th of
June annually, to eel brate the anniversary of that Eminent Christian
patron of Freemasonry, St. John the
Baptist, and Jonas Wheeler was appointed a Committee to meet with the
committees of the other Lodges to confer on the foregoing subject.
June 24, St. John's day was celebrated in the usual way. Jonas Wheeler delivered the address and John
Eager furnished the dinner.
Oct. 14, was the night of the annual
meeting and the usual business of
choosing officers was performed. They
were Frye Hall, W . M . ; Abraham
Ogier, S. W . ; Joshua Dillingham, J.
W.; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.; Joseph
Hall, Sec'y.; J. H. Estabrook, S. D . ;
David Tolman, J. D . ; J. W. Thorndike, S. S.; Jonas Wheeler, J. S. No

Tyler seems to have been elected but
Henry Perry served in that capacity
during the year.
On Oct. 28, 1823, District Deputy
Grand Master, Robert P. Dunlap, who
was afterwards Grand Master and in
1833 was elected Governor of Maine,
made his official visit to the Lodge.
In those days all the ceremonies were
strictly observed where the District
Deputies were received and on this
occasion the record says: "The D.
D. G. M. being received according to
ancient usages, and having completed
his official visit, retired in due form,
and afterwards returned to the Lodge
and passed the remainder of the evening as a visitor."
At the regular meeting in November,
the following votes were passed viz:
"Voted that Jonas Wheeler, Win.
Carleton and Abraham Ogier be a
committee for the following purposes:
first, to purchase a building for this
Lodge; secondly, to take into consideration the utility of dispensing with
refreshments at the usual meetings of
the Lodge; thirdly, to take into consideration the subject of reducing the
quarterage of Members; fourthly, to
alter the by-laws of this Lodge,so as to
agree with former alterations and such
as they may make. Voted, that the
above committee be directed to offer
Col. Foote 900$ for this Amity Lodge
Building, with Land sufficient to go
about said Building, and if Mr. Foote
will not accept the above offer, the
committee are directed to purchase the
Building known as the Martin Store,
if it can be purchased for 300$ or less."
During this year, although the work
of the Order was slack in some of the
neighboring Lodges, particularly in
Orient Lodge where but five meetings
were held in the year, nevertheless
business was lively with Amity and a
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large amount of work,for those times,
was done. Those raised during the
year were, Frederick Conway, Sam']
McCumber, Benj. Crabtree, Jeremiah
C. Cushiug, William Annis, James
Crockett, Robert Jacobs, Levi Temple
and John Tolman.
1824. The members of Amity
Lodge either considered themselves
sufficiently proficient in the work and
lectures of the degrees, or there was
some expense attending the appointment of a Lecturer by the Grand Lodge
that they did not wish to share, for in
Jan. 1824 the Lodge voted to instruct
the W. M. and proxy to resist the appointment of a General Lecturer, to
go through the State and visit the
subordinate Lodges.
In June this year, Elder Joab Brown
presented himself for initiation and
"was initiated according to the ancient
customs of the Fraternity, without fee,
he being a Preacher," which is the first
instance in the records of the Lodge of
a Clergyman being initiated free.
Sept. 13, 1824, Past Master, Abel
Tyler was buried with Masonic honors, or as the record has it, the Lodge
"proceeded with the body of Bro. Tyler to the g r a v yard where he was entered in Form."'
Oct. 5, the following officers were
elected: Frye Hall, W. M.; Abraham
Ogier, S. W . ; Joseph Hall, J. W.;
Jonathan Thayer, Treas.; Charles
Hobbs, Sec'y.; J. H. Estabrook, S.
D . ; David Tolman, J . D . ; Jonas
Wheeler, S. S.; J . W. Thorndike, J.
S. and John Annis, Tyler.
Nothing else of importance was
transacted during the year.
The
brethren raised were, Oliver Crawford,
Silas Di.lingham, John Annis, John
Ingraham, John Jones, Henry Hobbs,
Thomas Annis and Joab Brown."

Chapter IX.
Bright Days.
1825. At this time and for several
years to follow, Amity Lodge passed
through some of the brightest days in
her early history, and at no time from
1801 to 1850 did she enjoy a greater
degree of prosperity, unless the first
two or three years and the last two or
three years of that half century are
excepted. The membership and funds
of the Lodge were on the increase,
work was plenty and the Lodge purchased the building in which it had
been holding meetings. This building
continued to be the property of the
Lodge until it was destroyed in the
great fire of 1892.
Aug. 23, 1825, the Lodge refunded
to the heirs of Wilder P. Worcester,
the fees paid by him for initiation, he
having died before that ceremony was
performed.
Oct. 4, Bro. John Miller visited the
Lodge in the capacity of D. D. G. M.
The animal meeting was held Oct.
25, and the officers elected on that occasion were Jonas Wneeler, W. M.;
Abraham Ogier, S. W.; Joseph Hall,
J. W . ; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.; Frye
Hall, Sec'y.; David Tolman, S. D . ;
James Clark, J. D ; Silas Dillingham,
S. S.; James Meagher, J. S.; John
Ames, Tyler.
Dec. 2, the Lodge which had now
for some time been negotiating with
Erastus Foote for the purchase of the
Amity Hall building and land, received
a proposition from Bro. Foote to sell
the same to the Lodge for $1050, and
it was voted to accept the proposition
provided terms of payment could be
agreed upon. Abraham Ogier was
chosen the agent of the Lodge to purchase the property and to "take the
Deed in his own name until the Lodge
are authorized to act under the act of
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Incorporation." This he did together
with his father, Bro. Lewis Ogier,they
giving the Lodge a bond for a deed to
be executed when the Lodge should
indemnify them for the purchase of
said building and their action in so doing was approved by the Lodge, Dec.
20, 1825.
At the same meeting it was voted
"That the members of Amity Lodge
dispense with all kinds of Spirituous
Liquors for refreshments except at
the annual communication and on public occasions." This would do away
with the use of liquors at all times at
the private sessions of the Lodge except at the annual meeting, but the
brethern were not yet ready to so completely give up this kind of "refreshments" and at the next meeting the
word "public" in the vote was stricken
out and the word "special" substituted.
Dec 26, the Lodge met for the purpose of more fully accepting the act of
incorporation which they did, making
the officers of the Lodg? the officers of
the corporation etc.
This year James Meagher was admitted to membership and the following were raised: Stephen Barrows,
Sam'l. Haskell, Ellison Annis, Jacob
Trafton, Moses Dakin,Stephen Lowell,
Andrew M. Ogier, Nath'l Copeland,
and Eobert McKellar.
1826. The resistance of Amity
Lodge to the appointment of a General
Lecturer seems to have amounted to
nothing for Bro. Sam'l Kidder was appointed to that office and Feb. 21,1826,
the Lodge voted that he "be paid $14
for his services as Lecturer." His work,
it seems, was not productive of much
good among the Lodges of this section
for "Father" Miller and other Masons
afterwards complained that the innovations introduced by him were extremely hard to eradicate. (History of

of Orient Lodge, No. 15, page 10.)
This year the Lodge was called to
mourn the death of its Worshipful
Master who died on the first of May,
and on May 4, the Lodge met for the
purpose of attending his obsequies. A
large number of the brethern were
present together with members of
Belfast, Union, St. George and Orient
Lodges and New Jerusalem Chapter of
It. A. Masons of Thomaston.
Col. Wheeler was one of the ablest
and most popular Masters that Amity
Lodge had ever had. He was born in
Concord, Mass., and was a graduate
of Harvard College. He came to Camden in 1811, studied law with Col.
Erastus Foote and afterwards settled
herein the practice of his profession.
He afterwards was a Colonel in the
Militia, the first representative to the
Legislature sent from Camden as has
already been stated, and a member of
the Maine Senate. At the time of his
death he was president of the latter
body.
May 16, a petition asking the approbation of Amity Lodge for the establishment of a new Lodge at East
Thomaston was presented and the
brethern again showed their conservatism on the subject of chartering new
Lodges by the following vote: "Voted
that this Lodge do not object to the
granting of the prayer of the petitioners, inasmuch as the applicants are
worthy members of the fraternity, and
Orient Lodge has given its approbation to the measure. Voted also that
in the opinion of this Lodge it should
be a matter of serious inquiry whether
the great increase of Lodges is not in
itself an evil of serious moment and
whether their multiplication any further than may be necessary for the
convenience of the fraternity will not
have a tendency to divert the funds

from their legitimate object—Charity
and cause them to be expended in furnishing regalia etc., etc., without benefit to the craft. - ' In June, however,
the foregoing votes were reconsidered
and the approbation of the Lodge given
without qualification. The result of
the petition was the chartering of
Aurora Lodge, June 25, 1826.
June 13, Joseph Hall was elected
VV. M. to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Jonas Wheeler but he declined to serve and the vacancy was
not filled until the annual election of
officers on Oct. 10, when Joseph Hall
was elected "W. M.; Warren Itawson,
S. W . ; Frederick Conway, J. W.;Jonathan Thayer, Treas.; Chai les II.
Porter,Sec'y. ;Jeremiah d i s h i n g , S . D . ;
Silas Dillingham, J. D . ; Andrew M.
Ogier, S. S. ;Thomas Annis, J. S.; and
J. W Thorndike, Tyler.
Nov. 14, the Lodge appioved the
petition of Union Lodge praying that
their meetings might be held alternately at Union and Hope.
This year Warren Rawson was admitted to membership and John Thorndike, Mauley B. Townsend, Micah
Hobbs, John Brooks, Josiah Ilobbs,
Sam*l Fletcher, Joseph Moody, Charles
It, Porter, William Eaton, Mark Calderwood and Alexander Green were
raised.
1827. J a n . 9, i* was voted "That
the Sec'y request our proxy to obtain
proposals from the Grand Lodge for
the loan of money to free this building from incumbrance." We are not
informed whether they were successful in getting help from the Grand
Lodge but judge n >t from the fact that
they afterwards hired money of Jonathan Thayer.
Jan. 18, the Lodge voted its deep
sympathy to brethren of Central Lodge
in China, who had lost their property

by a destructive lire in that village and
"so far as the slender means of this
Lodge will permit, are disposed to extend to them pecuniary aid." Whereupon they proceeded to vote the very
substantial sum of $30 for the aforesaid purpose.
March 23,the Lodge voted to change
its By-Laws so that the time of meeting which had been Tuesday evening,
should thereafter be Friday evening,
the night of meeting at the present
time.
This year it was decided to celebrate
St. John's day in grand style and June
8, the Lodge appointed a committee
"to invite the singers of this town to
favor us with singing on St. John's
day and to assure them that on their
complying with this request no claim
for damages or use of hall last winter,
will be exacted of them." On the
24th the Lodge met at 11 o'clock,
formed a procession and inarched to
Esquire Parkman's where they were
joined by the ladies and proceeded to
the meeting house.
" A t the Meetinghouse the exercises
were singing, a prayer and a neat and
appropriate address by Doct. M.Dakin.
All the perrorinances were well received by a numerous auditory," after
which a sumptuous dinner was served
on the green near Win. Eaton's.
This year the "full moon'' coming
the very first of the month of October,
the annual meeting was held on Friday before,Sept. 28, at which the same
officers who served during the previous
year were re-elected.
Considerable
work in the degrees was performed
during the year, but William Merriam
was the only brother raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason.
1828. March 28, 1828, it was voted
to take a deed of Bros. Lewis and
Abraham Ogier (in whose names the
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Masonic building then stood) of the
Masonic building and lot and to procure a certain sum of money to pay
Mr. Foote the balance due him and
mortgage the building to secure the
same.
This year was somewhat less eventful than some of those immediately
preceding it. The annual meeting
was held Oct. 17, and the following
were the officers then elected: Moses
Dakin, W. M . ; Warren Rawson,S.W.;
Jeremiah C. Cushing, J. W . ; Jonathan
Thayer, Treas.; William Merriam,
Sec'y; Silas Dillingham, S. D . ; Henry
Hobbs, J. D . ; Andrew M. Ogier,S.S.;
Thomas Annis, J. S.; Wm. Carleton,
Marshal. No Tyler is mentioned but
J. W. Thorndike served in that capacity during the year.
Raised this year: George Dyer,
Percy Babbidge and Henry White.
1829. At a meeting Feb. 13, it was
voted that the meetings of the Lodge
be held in the afternoon at 2 o'clock,
until the regular meeting in May.
This may have been to save oil but more
probably to give the brethren living at
a distance a chance to get home early.
This year the Lodge finally received
a deed of their building from the
Ogiers and gave Jonathan Thayer a
mortgage of the same to secure a note
for $250 which sum had been procured
of said Thayer.
This year it was decided to have no
celebration of St. John's day, according to the record which says '-that in
our opinion the cause of Free masonry
might be as well subserved if the anniversary of St. John's were not to be
publicly celebrated every year."
Annual meeting Oct. 9. Officers
elected: Warren Rawson, W. M., Jeremiah C. Cushing S. W . ; Silas Dillingham, J. W.; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.;
William Merriam,Sec'y.; Henry Hobbs,

S. D . ; Josiah Hobbs, J. I>.; Thomas
Annis, S. S.; James Howard, J. S.;
Joseph Hall, Mar. J . W. Thorndike
again served as Tyler during the year.
At the same meeting a petition from
Vinalhaven brethren was presented
asking the consent of Amity for a. new
Lodge in that town to be known as
Tyrian Lodge which consent was
granted.
Dec. 14, 1829, the Lodge assembled
to receive R. W. Frye Hall, who had
moved to Belfast and had been appointed D. D. G. M. of the 5th Masonic District, to which Amity Lodge then
belonged: Mr. Hall was afterwards
elected Junior Grand Warden of
Maine.
This year James Howard was the
only one raised.
Chapter X.
Dark Days.
1830. During the latter part of the
period covered by the foregoing chapter, as the record plainly shows, the
Lodge had begun to feel the blighting
effects of the anti-masonic sentiment
that had now begun to make itself
felt, especially in this section of the
country, and which afterwards had
such a paralyzing effect upon the Fraternity throughout the entire length
and breadth of the land. This excitement was aroused by the mysterious
disappearance of William Morgan in
1826, who was supposed by many to
have heen mnrdered by the Masons
for publishing an exposure of their
secrets, and as the excitement grew, it
was seized upon by politicians as a
means of advancing their own political aspirations. So strongly did they
work upon the credulity of the voters
that an anti-Masonic party was formed,
that nominated candidates for President, Governor and nearly every other
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office in the whole catagory.
"The
political party to which this spirit of
perseciUion gave birth," says Mackey,
"was the most abject in its principles,
and the most unsuccessful in its efforts
of any that our times have seen."
Nevertheless, the agitation and fanaticism that it aroused and kept alive cast
a cloud over the institution that it took
many years to disperse.
The antiMasonic party in Camden, did not
have many followers, as we find that
Hill, the anti-Masonic candidate for
Governor in 1833, received but two
votes in this town, nevertheless Amity
Lodge, in common with Masonic
Lodges everywhere, felt severely the
effects of the blight and from this time
for a period of some fifteen years, suffered—as historian Locke so aptly puts
it—"an eclipse.' The brethren began
gradually to allow their memberships
to lapse, no new members were received, and from 183U to 1846, but one
(in 1831), was raised to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason. Small as
the membership of the Lodge had become during this period, the faithful
few of the Camden brethren who refused to give up the apparently sinking ship of Freemasonry, still continued to meet for several years and did
what they could to keep an interest
alive in the Order. It is to their lasting credit and to the honor of Amity
Lodge, that during these melancholy
years, they did not forget the objects
of the institution, and oftentimes about
the only business of the Lodge in its
meetings for many months would be
to vote money for the relief of some
destitute family of a deceased brother.
June 4, 1830, the Lodge voted "That
the Sec'y be instructed to inform the
Committee of St. George Lodge, that
in our opinion, the anniversary of St.
John the Baptist, ought to be celebra-

ted as usual and also how many would
be likely to attend from this Lodge;"
also "if there should not be a public
celebration en the 24th of June next,
at Wairen, to have an address on that
evening in this hall."
These votes
were passed in response to a communication received from St. George Lodge
on the subject, but we do not know
that the day was celebrated at either
place for the next record is that of the
annual meeting, Oct. 31, at which the
election of officers was deferred until
Nov. 15,when the same officers elected
in 1829 were re-elected, with the exception of Junior Steward to which office no one seemed to have been elected,
1831. This year an extra effort seems
to have been made by the brethren.
St. John's day was celebrated by an
address at the Meetinghouse by the W.
M., Warren Rawson, after which
"they proceeded to the dwelling house
of Mr. Win. Eaton, Sen., and partook
of a collation prepared in their best
style," and one candidate—the last for
many years—was raised.
At the annual "communication"
(written that way for the first time),
officers were elected as follows: Abraham Ogicr, \V. M.; Jeremiah C. dishing, S. W . ; Silas Dillingham, J. \V.;
Lewis Ogier, Treas.; Warren Rawson, Sec'y.; Henry Hobbs, S. D . ;
Thomas Annis J. D . ; James Clark, 8.
S. The brother raised this year was
Robert Moore.
1832. The officers elected in Oct.
1831, were not installed until March
16, 1832, at which date Robert Moore
was elected Junior Steward and Jonathan Thayer, Marshal, and the officers
were installed by Past Master Warren
Rawson.
Oct. 5, 1832, the officers elected were
as follows: Micah IIobbs,VV. M.; Silas
Dillingham, S. W . ; Thomas Annis,
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J. W . ; Jeremiah C. Cashing, Treas.;
Henry Hobbs, Sec'y.; James Clark,
S.D. ; William Eaton,Jr. J . D . ; Joseph
Hall, S. 8.; Abraham Ogier, J. S.;
Jonathan Thayer, Mar., and J. W.
Thorndike was appointed Tyler.
This year Phineas Bowers was admitted to membership.
1833. There was no meeting of the
Lodge between Dec. 7, 1832 and Feb.
1, 1833, and none between May 3 and
Sept. 27, 1833. At the latter meeting
it was voted "that our Stewards be directed to provide a collation of cold
victuals with cider and wine," for the
annual meeting to be held Oct. 25. At
that meeting Micali Hobbs was elected
W. M.; Silas Dillingham, S. W.;
Thomas Annis, J. W . ; Jeremiah C.
Cushing,Treas.; Henry Hobbs, Sec'y.;
James Clark,S.S.; Josiah Hobbs,J.D.;
William Merriam, S. S.; Seth Bisbee,
J. S.; Jonathan Thayer, Mar., and J.
W. Thorndike was appointed Tyler.
Seth Bisbee was admitted to membership "without fee."
1834. There was no meeting of the
Lodge this year, from January to
April, nor from April to the Annual
Meeting Oct. 17, 1834, when James
Clark was elected W. M., but declined
to serve, and Abraham Ogier was once
more elected to that office. William
Merriam was elected S. W.; Thomas
Annis, J. W.; Jeremiah C. Gushing,
Treas.; Henry Ilobbs, Sec'y.; James
Clark, S. D . ; Josiah Hobbs, J. D . ;
Seth Bisbee, S. S.; Warren Rawson,
J. S., and Jonathan Thayer, Mar.
Nov. 14 a meeting was held which
was the last one until the 10th of the
following July.
1835. This year the annual meeting was held Oc f . 2. Jonathan Thayer,
was elected W. M., but was excused
from serving, after which officers were
elected as follows: James Clark, W.

M.; Thomas Annis, S. W.; Josiah
Hobbs, J. W . ; Jeremiah C Cushing,
Treas.; Henry Hobbs, Sec'y.; Jonathan Thayer, S. D . ; Frederick Conway, J. D . ; Micah Hobbs, S. S.;
Abraham Ogier, J. S.; Warren Rawson, Mar.
Before closing the Lodge it was voted that "the Stewards be directed to
furnish refreshments at all communications hence-forward," which, considering that meetings were held only semioccasionally, was not a severe task for
the Stewards.
1836. A meeting was held Jan. 1,
1836 another April 1, another July 22,
and another (the annual meeting)
Oct. 21, these four being all the meetings of the Lodge during the year.
At the January meeting a committee
was chosen "to settle our late Bro. and
Tyler, Joseph W. Thorndike's account
and inquire into the pecuniary circumstances and situation of his widow."
At the July meeting the Lodge was
surprised to receive a petition from a
candidate for initiation. Notwithstanding the storms of anti-Masonry which
were now at their height, and the obloquy that had fallen upon the Order,
a certain Walter W. Fly,believing that
there was, after all, something good in
the tabooed institution, concluded that
he would take upon himself the obligation and responsibilities (at that
time mo eronerous than ever) of a
Mason, and sent his petition into Amity
Lodge and was accepted and initiated.
He went no further, however, and
when it was decided to dissolve the
Lodge in 1837, it was voted to pay him
back the fee paid by him for his initiation.
At the Annual Meeting these officers
were duly elected: James Clark, W.
M.; Jonathan Thayer, S. W.; Josiah
Hobbs, J. W . ; Jeremiah C. Cushing,
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Treas.; Henry Hobbs, Sec'y.; Abraham Ogier, S. D . ; Micah Hobbs, J.
D . ; Lewis Ogier, S. S.; Warren Rawson, J . S.; Micah Hobbs, Marshal, or
as it is spelled on the record "Mareschal."
1837. At a meeting held Jan. 20,
1837, it was voted "that the Sec'y be
directed to summons all the Members
of Amity Lodge to meet at our next
regular communication and to notify
them that there will be especial business to transact concerning the building and funds of the Lodge." There
was no meeting after that until May
19, when it was voted to divide what
money there might be in the Lodge
treasury at the next Annual Meeting.
This was the first reference of any
kind in the records to the condition of
the Lodge or the state of the Order
during these "dark days."
The next meeting was the Annual
Meeting Oct. 13, when it was voted to
"reconsider the vote passed May 19,
1837, whereby we voted to divide the
moneys that shall be in the Treasury on
our next Annual Meeting." It was also
voted "That Article 18th of the ByLaws of Amity Lodge be so far altered
that the funds of the same, after defraying the reasonable expenses of
said Lodge and appropriating such
part of said fond for Charitable purposes, as the Lodge shall direct, shall
be deposited yearly in equal shares
with the several members of said
Lodge, provided in no case shall the
widow and heirs of any deceased member of said Lodge be called upon to refund any money to said Lodge thus
deposited."
Nov. 10. it was voted that the Treasurer deposit $6.50 in the hands of each
member provided each one shall give
a receipt for the same and that the
deeds of division of the real property

of the Lodge be made on the second
Monday of January, 1838.
Officers elected at the Annual Meeting: Abraham Ogier, W. M.; Jonathan Thayer, S. W . ; Josiah Hobbs, J.
W . ; Warren Rawson, Treas.; Henry
Hobbs, Sec'y.; James Clark, S. D . ;
Frederick Conway, J. D . ; Lewis
Ogier, S. S.; Micah Hobbs, J. D . ;
Wm. Merriam, Mar.
Chapter XI.
A Total Eclipse.
1838. This year the membership of
the Lodge had become reduced to nine,
viz: Lewis Ogier, Abraham Ogier,
Jonathan Thayer, Micah Hobbs, Josiah
Hobbs, Henry Hobbs, Jeremiah C.
dishing, James Clark and Frederick
Conway. These brethren afterwards
known as "The Immortal Nine," had
bravely stood by the institution through
evil as well as good report and had
kept up the organization of the Lodge
through the gloomy anti-masonry
days.* The time had now come, however, when it seemed useless for them
to continue to meet. It seemed to them
that the light of Masonry had set,
probably not to rise again during their
day and generation, especially as many
of them were far past the meridian of
life. They did not, however, give up
all hope that the Order would sometime come out of the darkness and in
later years carry on its work of beneficence and charity, and while they voted to dissolve the Lodge they did it
with a mental reservation to resuscitate it should the Fraternity emerge
*We have been Informed by some of the older members of the Lodge, 1 bat so strong was
the anti-Masonic feeling in Camden during
this period, that the members of Amity Lodge
were threatened with being mobbed if they
undertook 1o publicly celebrate St. John's
Day as usual, and also that the meetings of
the Lodge were for a long time held surreptitiously, the members entering their Lodge
room, from the rear, taking care that their
aeiiun was not noted by the village people.
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during their lives, from the clouds of
calumny that then enveloped it, and
with that in view, deeded their real estate to two of the "nine" and divided
(he funds of the Lodge among the
members, after making liberal contributions to widows and indigent families of several deceased brethren.
This year no meeting was held until
Nov. 2, at which time the members got
together in what they called their "Annual Meeting," and elected and installed officers as follows:
Micah
Hobbs, W. M.; Josiah Ilobbs, S. W.;
Jeremiah 0 . dishing, J . W . ; James
Clark, Treas.; Henry Ilobbs, Sec'y.;
Frederick Conway, S. D . ; Abraham
Ogier, J. D . ; Lewis Ogier, S. S. and
Jonathan Thayer, J. S.
It was then voted "to raise a committee of three to draft resolutions respecting the dissolution of Amity
Lodge and prepare the writings for
the division of the property by deed ;
also to settle all accounts in favor and
against the Lodge.", This committee
consisted of Jonathan Thayer, Abraham Ogier and Frederick Conway.
It was then voted not to rent the store
under the hall to any person "who
ihall sell spirituons liquors," after
which the Lodge adjourned for two
weeks.
Nov. 16, the Lodge met again and
accepted the report of the committee
appointed at the Annual Meeting. The
report was doubtless from the pen of
Judge Thayer, the chairman of the
committee, and was copied into the
records in the beautiful hand writing
of the Secretary, Henry Hobbs, who
wrote what may justly be called the
"Hope hand" which was afterwards
elaborated upon by the Paysons, the
bunions and others and the characteristics of which are still noticeable in
the chirograph y of many of the pres-

ent residents of that town.
The report of the committee was as follows:
"Whereas the Ancient, Honorable and
Benevolent Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons, has by the slanders
of unprincipled and wicked men, lost
its usefulness in this part of the Nation, and it is not likely that it will in
this age regain its former character and
usefulness as a moral and benevolent
Society ; and, Whereas there have been
no additions by regular initiations for
many years past in Amity Lodge and
it is not likely there will be any more
during the lives of the present members of said Lodge, and for this reason
they would let their memberships expire, the whole Fraternity become
extinct, and the property lost; but if
this should not be the result, it is very
manifest, that as many of the present
members of said Lodge are old and infirm, and the other members all past
the meridian of life, that this Lodge
must by the unchangeable laws of our
nature, soon cease to exist; and,
Whereas the present members of this
Lodge are the lawful owners of the
whole Building situated in Camden,
called the Masons Hall, or building in
which is the Hall where the members
of said Lodge have heretofore held
their meetings, and the land on which
said building stands, and the names of
the present members are Micah Hobbs,
Josiah Hobbs, Jeremiah C. Cushing,
James Clark, Henry Hobbs, Frederick
Conway, Abraham Ogier, Lewis Ogier
and Jonathan Thayer, and they compose the corporation called Amity
Lodge, and are the persons or the
representatives of the persons to whom
the charter was granted;
Therefore,
be it Kesolved and it is unanimously
voted, that we, the said members of
Amity Lodge, sell the said building
and the land on which it stands; and

Lewis Ogier and Abraham Ogier having offered ninety dollars for the said
building and the land on which it
stands, it is therefore voted that we,
the said members of Amity Lodge, accept the said sum paid by said Lewis
Ogier and Abraham Ogier to said
Amity Lodge,and is unanimously voted
that we the members of Amity Lodge
sell, convey and confirm to said Lewis
Ogier and Abraham Ogier, the said
building and land on which it stands;
and we the said members of said Lodge
do hereby sell, convey and confirm the
same to the said Lewis and Abraham
forever."
It was then voted to give Henry
Hobbs, the Secretary, full power, "to
make and execute a deed of said building and land to said Lewis and Abraham Ogier;" and it was also voted
"That after said deed be made and
executed to said Lewis Ogier and Abraham Ogier, for the reasons set forth
in these resolutions and votes, that
said Amity Lodge shall dissolve and
become forever extinct."
The records were then signed by the
nine members, after which it was voted " t o adjourn till Friday, two weeks
from today at ten o'clock in the forenoon."
At the time set, Nov. 30, the nine
brethren were all pre«ent and a Lodge
of Entered Apprentices was opened,
the last for more than seven years.
At this meeting various bills against
the Lodge were accepted and paid,
certain donations were voted, and the
money in the hands of the Treasurer
was divided, after which it was voted
"That Amity Lodge may now be dissolved;" and the "eclipse" of Amity
Lodge became "total."
The last thing upon the records until January 1846, is the record of an
"Obligation given by Lewis Ogier to

Amity Lodge, Nov, 30, 1838," which
reads as follows: "Whereas the Master, Wardens and Members of Amity
Lodge, having conveyed to me and
my son, Abraham Ogier, the Masonic
building, situated in said Camden and
the land on which it stands, adjoining
the store now occupied by George Pendleton, and I with my said son, having
conveyed seven ninths of all our
right, title and interest in said premises
to Micah Hobbs, Henry Hobbs, Josiah
Hobbs, Jonathan Thayer, Frederic
Conway Jeremiah C. Unshing and
James Clark; and my wife not signing said deed in consequence of her
infirm health and extreme old age; I
hereby promise and engage to indemnify and save harmless, the said
Micah, Henry, Josiah, Jonathan, Frederic, Jeremiah C. and James, the said
grantors, from all damages and costs in
consequence of said wife's claiming or
demanding her right of dower or third
in said premises if she demands anything.
Camden, Nov. 30, 1838.
LEWIS OGIER."

The fact that the real and personal
property of the Lodge were divided
among the members,and what appears
upon the records of the meetings in
1846 when the Lodge was revived,
show conclusively that the division was
not made for the purpose of gain but
to save the property of the Lodge for
the benefit of the Craft should the Order regain its former character and
the Lodge be revived.
When the doors of the Lodge closed
upon the brethren at the end of this
meeting of Nov. 30, 1838, it did not
open again to receive them as Masons
until Jan. 19, 1846, during which period the property of the Lodge and everything relating thereto were lodged
in the faithful hands of the "immortal
nine. - '
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Chapter XII.
"The Immortal Nine."
The people of our country hold in
honor the Revolutionary fathers who
freed our land from British tyranny
and founded our grand government,
but they hold in equal honor and reverence the gallant heroes of '61 who
saved that government, and transmitted it to us. So while the members of
Amity Lodge honor the "fathers" of
the Lodge who founded it in the first
days of the nineteenth century, they at
the same time hold an equal honor and
reverence the memories of those MaBonic heroes of the "dark days," who
preserved the Lodge through the years
when Masons were reviled and persecuted and by their faithfulness and
love of the principles of the Older,
handed down to us intact and vigorous, grand old Amity Lodge.
Of these nine brethren we are able
to give the following brief sketches:
L E W I S OGIER.

Lewis Ogier was a descendant of
Peter Ogier a Huguenot, who fled to
England to avoid the persecution that
his people were suffering in France,
and went into the mercantile business
in London. Afterwards he and his
son Abraham the father of Lewis, established a branch house in Quebec
and Abraham with his family came to
Canada to look after the business there.
After remaining in Quebec about four
years he settled in Camden, building a
cabin on "Ogier's Point." He came
here in 1771, and was one of our earliest settlers, Lewis at that time being
about 11 years of age. The History
of Camden speaks of the British soldiers, while on a marauding expedition, visiting the cabin of Lewis Ogier
when his wife seeing them approach,
went to bed and feigned sickness.

When the soldiers entered she begged
them in a weak voice to leave her as it
would kill her to move her from her
couch. The British sympathizing with
her left her and her house undisturbed
although they immediately proceeded
to burn, the house of James Richards
and others. This, however, is an error? It was not the wife and cabin of
Lewis Ogier, but of his father, Abraham.
Lewis Ogier was sheriff of his county, collector of his town and held other
offices. He built the house that stood
on the site of the "French Block" and
was destroyed by the fire of 1892,
where he lived and died. In 1823 he
built the brick building which is now a
part of the Anchor Works where he
carried on a carding business.
Mr. Ogier was one of the earliest
members of Amity Lodge. He took a
great interest in its welfare and was a
constant attendant upon its meetings,
lie was for several years its Secretary
and held many other offices in it, and
was always one of its devoted members.
He died June 28, 1849, at the advanced age of 89 years.
ABRAHAM OGIER.

Abraham Ogier, the sou of Lewis,
was born in Camden, Oct. 23, 1783.
His home was on the top of "Ogier's
Hill" where in 1830, he built the brick
house that still stands there and carried on the farm sold several years
ago to J. W. Manchester and others,
by his son Mr. Joseph W. Ogier.
In
addition to farming, he was associated
with his father in the carding business
and was a successful and prominent
citizen in his day. He held the office
of Justice of the Peace for many years
and presided at the trial of many
law cases as Trial Justice. He was
also Selectman of his town. In poli-

iv
tics he was a life long.Democrat.
Mr. Ogicr joined Amity Lodge when
a young man and kept up his interest
in it until the dav of his death. He held
nearly all the offices in the gift of the
Lodge and was six times its Master,
thus serving in that capacity more
times than any other member.
lie died in Camden June 12, 1849,
after seeing his Lodge revived and
enjoying the most prosperous circumstances of its history.
JONATHAN THAYER.

Hon. Jonathan Thayer was born in
Milford, Mass., Jan. 25, 1779, and
graduated at Brown University. After
teaching and studying law for several
years, he was admitted to the bar in
1808, at Taunton, Mass., and three
years later settled in Camden.
In
1825 he was a member of the Executive Council and served in the same
capacity several years afterwards. In
1831 he was appointed County Commissioner but served but one year, resigning to become a member of the
Maine Senate. In 1840 he was appointed Judge of Probate by Gov.
Fairfield and served in this office for
seven years with great ability.
He
had a very extensive law practice in
this section of the State and in 1830 he
is said to have been counsel for either
the plaintiff or defendant in every
case argued before the Law Court for
Waldo County. Notwithstanding his
busy life, Judge Thayer found time to
devote to his Lodge and was for many
years its Treasurer and alwtys its
faithful member.
In Sept. 1853, he started early in the
morning to take the steamer, Daniel
Webster, for Belfast, and in the dark,
mistaking a platform in the shipyard
for the sidewalk, he fell from it, sustaining injuries that resulted in his
death, which occurred Sept. 20, 1853.

His age was 74 years and 8 months.
MICAII IIOI'.BS.

Micah Hobbs or "Squire Hobbs" as
he was called, was born in Princeton,
Mass., in 177G. He moved to Hope,
then called Barrettstown. and settled
on what is known as the Dr. Bartlett
place, now occupied by Henry II. Payson his grandson.
Mr. Hobbs was
for many years the only Justice of the
Peace in Hope and married many
couples, generally giving the bride the
fee. Often when he married what he
thought an improvident couple, he
kept the fee and purchased with it
such things as he thought they would
need which he presented to thein. He
was for several years Crier of the
Court in Waldo County.
He was a
good speaker and in 1824 delivered the
Fourth of July oration at Hope Corner.
Mr. Hobbs afterwards sold his farm
and purchased another on the side of
Mt. Hatchet where he passed the remainder of his days.
The place is
still in his family, being owned by Mr.
G. M. Payson who married Mr. Hobb's
granddaughter.
Mr. Hobbs was three times Master
of Amity Lodge the last time being in
1838 when the Lodge was temporarily
suspended. He died in 1842, at the
age of 69 years, being the only one of
the "nine" who did not live to see the
Lodge revived.
HENRY HOBBS.

Henry Hobbs, the elder son of Micaii, was born in Barrettstown (Hope)
in 1802, and received a good education
in the common schools and Warren
Academy. He taught school many
years in different parts of this State
and at one time in White Plains, N.
Y. While teaching in Eastport he
married and afterwards returned to
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his native town and settled upon the
farm where he spent the remainder of
his life, although he continued to teach
during the winters for many years in
Hope and adjoining towns. He was
also a successful teacher of singing,
and a good player upon the bass viol,
and a good penman.
In 1860 Mr. Hobbs was a member
of the Maine House of Representatives,
was afterwards nominated by his party for Senator, and was at one time
Pension Agent for the soldiers and
widows of the war of 1812.
He was a most kind hearted and
generous man and was greatly beloved
by his neighbors and friends.
Mr. Hobbs was for several years
Secretary of Amity Lodge and was
the first Master elected after its resuscitation in 1846.
He died in 1867 at the age of 65
years.
JOSIAH

HOBBS.

list ministers (to which faith he belonged) always turned their horses
heads towards the long hill upon which
his house stood.
Mr. Hobbs succeeded his brother
Henry as secretary of Amity Lodge
and held other offices in the Lodge.
He was afterwards Master of Mt.
Hope Lodge in his native town and
later was appointed D. D. G. M.
His wife died in 1872, from which
blow he never rallied. He died two
years later at the age of 69 years.
JAMES CLARK.

James Clark, was born in Waldoboro, Maine, Sept. 28, 1799, whence he
moved to Camden about the year 1822.
During his earlier years he followed
the sea for sometime, and then opened
a store and went into trade which he
continued until failing health compelled
him to give up business. He afterwards bought and opened to the
public, the "Megunticook House"
(now the Bay View House) of which
he was the landlord for quite a long
period.
He was prominent in town affairs
and was for several years one of the
Selectmen of Camden, and also served
for a number of years as town Treasurer. When Camden was made a
Port of Entry in 1849, Mr. Clark was
appointed Deputy Collector of Customs.
Mr. Clark always took great interest
m Masonic affairs and especially in the
welfare of Amity Lodge in which he
held many offices. He was twice Master—in 1835 and 1836.
He died Sept. 12, 1873, being nearly
74 years of age.

Josiah Hobbs, second son of Micah
Hobbs, was born in Hope in 1805, and
received his education in the common
schools but made so good use of his
privileges that he became a successful
teacher in his native town.
Mr. Hobbs held several town offices
and was town clerk for many years.
About the year 1844, he was one of
the County Commissioners of Waldo
County. During the ascendency of
the Know Nothing party he was elected to the Maine House of Representatives. In politics he was originally a
Whig but through the Know Nothing
party, he finally became a Republican.
Mr. Hobbs was a live, energetic
man, warm-hearted and cordial.
He
was also fond of a joke and few of his
friends escaped his good-natured teasJEREMIAH C. CUSHING.
ing. His door was always open to all
Jeremiah C Cushing was the son of
poor and distressed people, and tramps Joseph Cushing and a nephew of Benj.
were never turned away.
Universa- C ishing. His father came to Camden

41
from Hanover, Mass., in 1794, and
settled upon the farm and built the
house on Belfast Road, now owned by
Mr. Perrin P . Freeman, where the subject of this sketch was born in 1798.
After living in Camden for sometime
Joseph dishing moved to Skowhegan,
Maine, taking with him all his family
with the exception of Jeremiah, who
remained in Camden where he passed
the whole of his life. He learned the
carpenter's trade of Alden Bass, and
became one of the best workmen at his
trade in this vicinity. Being both a
house and ship carpenter he worked
for years upon the vessels that were
built in the old shipbuilding days in
Camden, and won wide fame as a
master workman.
He built the house on Elm street
now owned by Mis. AV. S. Sartell,
which was his home for many years.
Mr. Cushing was a member of
Amity Lodge for more than fifty years
and was always held in the highest esteem by his brethren for his honesty
and integrity of character, which is
shown by the fact that they elected
him year after year to the office of
Treasurer of the Lodge. He also held
at different times, nearly every office
within the gift of the Lodge except
that of Worshipful Master, and none
of his brethren took more interest in
the Lodge than he did.
He died of apoplexy, Sept. 7, 1874,
at the age of 74 years.
FREDERICK CONWAY.

Frederick Conway, "the last of the
nine," was born in the year 1800.
He was, like our ancient brethren,
an operative as well as a speculative
mason, being a brick mason by trade
and a good workman. In his early
life he wrought in the construction of
some of the substantial brick blocks in

Portland and Boston. He early became a Mason, and inarched in the Masonic procession when Lafayette assisted at the laying of the corner stone
of Bunker Hill Monument, June 17,
1825. Mr. Conway shortly afterwards
returned to Camden where he located
permanently.
He held the office of Deputy Sheriff
for several years and, under President
Polk's administration, he was Deputy
Collector and Inspector of Cnstoms.
He carried on his trade of brick mason
here, and in addition to that he traded
for many years in the building now occupied by Thomas H. Hunt for a harness shop.
Mr. Conway, especially in his earlier
life before afflicted by disease, was a
most genial, witty and companionable
man. He had an excellent memory
and that keen wit peculiar to the Irish
stock from which he was descended,
and could tell a story with infinite zest.
During the latter years of his life he
was an honored guest at all the Masonic gatherings of the members of
Amity Lodge, that his health would
permit him to attend, being revered as
the last survivor of the worthy "nine,"
who successfully bore the banner of
Masonry through the wilderness of anti-masonic persecution and slander.
He was elected Master of Amity
Lodge in 1847, being the second Master after the re-organization of the
Lodge. He was also one of the charter members of Keystone Royal Arch
Chapter.
He was for fifty years a member of
the Congregational Church, was a man
of strict integrity, highly esteemed as
a Mason and citizen, and was a lifelong Democrat.
He died May 5, 1885, at the age of
85 years.
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Chapter XIII.
The Clouds Disperse.
1846. Contrary to the fears of the
nine members of Amity Lodge and
other friends of the Fraternity, the
anti-Masonic excitement wore itself
out in a few years and in 1846 had
completely subsided. The year before,
in 1845, the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, which had already begun to spread rapidly throughout the
country, instituted a Lodge at Goose
River (Rockport) known as "Lafayette Lodge" and two years later, in
May, 1847, one at Camden Village
known as "Vesper Lodge." These two
Lodges did not have a long existence,
both surrendering their charters within three or four years from the dates
of their organization. The activity of
the Odd Fellows at that time, however, and a fear lest that Order should
entirely supersede the Masonic Order,
aroused the surviving members of
Amity Lodge to action and feeling
that the time for resuscitating the
Lodge had arrived, seven of the "nine"
met at the hall on Jan. 12, 1846, "for
the purpose of reviving and reorganizing Amity Lodge."
The seven who met on that occasion
were Abraham Ogier, Jonathan Thayer, Henry Hobbs, Frederick Conway,
Josiah Hobbs, James Clark and Jeremiah C. dishing. The two not present
were Micah Hobbs, who had died a
few years before, . and Lewis Ogier
who doubtless owing to old age and
infirmities was not able to be present.
Abraham Ogier was chosen chairman of the meeting and Henry Hobbs,
Secretary. Jonathan Thayer, Abraham Ogier and Frederick Conway were
chosen a committee "to report the expediency of
reorganizing
Amity
Lodge," after which the meeting was
adjourned to Jan. 19 at 2 o'clock I*.

M., at which time the committee made
the following report: "The committee appointed to take into consideration the expediency of reviving and
reorganizing Amity Lodge, have attended to that service, and beg leave
to report: that on the sixteenth day of
November A. D. 1838,the said Lodge,
for reasons set forth in the report of
their committee for that day and the
acceptance of the same on the same
sixteenth of November 1838, to which
report reference is had, it was then
and there resolved to suspend the
operations of Amity Lodge, indefinitely. In that report, resolve and
vote, it appears that it was then the
opinion of the Lodge that Masonry
had been so traduced and slandered by
wicked men that it had forever lost its
usefulness as a moral and charitable
society, and so strongly were the
Lodge at that time impressed with
that idea, that however much they regretted tlie fact, nevertheless, they felt
compelled to take the steps they did to
suspend the operations of the Lodge
as aforesaid, for the purpose of saving the funds of said Lodge, for the
good of the Craft, if it should ever
again regain its former character for
morality and charity.
The committee are happy to be able
to state, that the time has arrived
when wicked, unprincipled men have
ceased to vilify and slander Masonry,
and that the Lodges in this State have
commenced operations and the usefulness of Masonry has revived and the
prospect is, that that Ancient, Honorable and Useful Institution is about to
resume the character it formerly sustained for respectability and usefulness.
The committee rejoice at the flattering prospects of the Fraternity and
most cheerfully recommend that Ainilv
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Lodge be reorganized and immediately commence its labor of love and
charity.
They therefore recommend the passage of the following resolutions:
Resolved, that Amity Lodge be revived and reorganized by the choice
of the necessary officers to govern said
Lodge. Resolved, that all the records and resolutions respecting the
suspension of said Lodge be considered erased and expunged; and that
all deeds and documents relating to
the same be cancelled and become imoperativc to all intents and purposes.
All which is respectfully submitted.
(.Signed)

JOXA. THAYER,
ABRAHAM ()<;IER,
FREDERICK CONWAY.

This report was accepted and the
Lodge proceeded to choose officers as
follows:
Henry Ilobbs, W. M.;
Abraham Ogier,S."\V.; Frederick Conway, J . W.; Jonathan Thayer, Treas.;
Josiah llobb>, Sec'y; James Clark,
S. D . ; Teremiah C. Cashing, J. D.
At a meeting held Jan 31, 1846, the
following Masons were admitted to
membership: Thomas Harback, Job
Ingraham, James Andrews, Thomas
Annis, Patrick Simonton,Alex. Green,
and Benj. Crabtree, after which Thomas Annis was elected S. S.; Alex.
Green, J. S.; and James Andrews,
Tyler.
On March 6 the brethren together
with brethren from Belfast, East
Thomaston and Union, " a t 12 o'clock
M. formed a procession under the direction of Major Thomas Harback, in
front of Amity Hall and proceeded to
the Rev. Mr. Chapman's meetinghouse, preceded by a band of music
and the Lodge of Odd Fellows, with a
large company of ladies in the rear,
where an appropriate and elegant address was delivered by Doit. Elisha

Harding of East Thomaston, after
which the officers elect were installed
by Hon. John Miller, (i. L. and Kryc
Hall, Esq., D. D. G. M."
After the exercises, remarks were
made by Bro. Miller and the Rev. Mr.
Fessenden of E. Thomaston, and the
procession was reformed and marched
to "Bro. James Clark's where we partook of ., collation served up for the
occasion."
This public installation was another
great occasion equalled only by the installation of the first officers of the
Lodge forty-five years before.
March 27 it was voted to allow the
Sons of Temperance the use of the
hall at the rate of twenty-live cents
per evening.
April 26, Amity Lodge and Aurora
Lodge met at Goose River and jointly
buried Bro. Jabcz Amsbury with Masonic honors,and on June 26,Dr.Patch
was buried with Masonic honors by
Amity Lodge in the lot now owned by
the Lodge in Mountain Cemetery.
The next annual meeting was held
on Oct. 3, 1846, when officers were
elected as follows: Abraham Ogier,
"W. M.; Frederick Conway,S. W . ; Josiah Hobbs, J. W . ; Jonathan Thayer,
Treas.; Benj. Crabtree, Sec'y; Jeremiah C. Cashing, S. D . ; Thomas Annis, J. D . ; John Annis S. S.; Horatio
Alden, J. S.; Thomas-Harback, Marshal, Scth Bisbee, Tyler; James Clark,
Agent.
Oct. 11, the Lodge met at the "Odd
Fellows' Hall at Goose River village"
and proceeded thence to the dwelling
house of deceased Bro. Ebciiezer
Annis who was buried by the Lodge
with Masonic honors,
After the record of the last meeting
for the year we find the following:
" N . B. The Lodge met every Friday
evening to improve in Masonry, no
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further business being transacted it is
thought inexpedient to keep a record
of said meetings."
During this year and those immediately following, a large number of the
brethren who had, during the "dark
days," allowed t heir memberships to
lapse, came back and renewed their
memberships. In 1846 the following
brethren were raised:
Horatio Alden, Caleb Thomas, Lewis Ogier, 2d.,
and Iliram Vinal, Judge Alden being
the l'nst candidate admitted after the
reorganization of the Lodge.
1847. This was the "banner year"
I bus far for work, interest and attendance. A meeting was held every week
and hardly a week passed in which
some candidate was not initiated,
crafted or raised. A reaction had set
in, Masonry beanie very popular and
the officers of the Lodge had their
hands full to attend to the work that
presented itself.
Vesper Lodge 1. O. (). F., being organized in the spring of this year,
Amity Lodge voted March 19, to allow them the use of "Amity flail."
April 30, Abraham Ogier was elected representative to the Grand Lodge.
July 9, it was voted for those who
held deeds of the Masonic building to
bring them into the Lodge for examination and a committee was appointed
to investigate the-title of the building.
At the annual meeting held Oct. 22,
the following officers were elected:
Frederick Conway, W. M,; Josiah
Jlobhs, S. W . ; John Glover, J. W . ;
Benj. Crabtioe, Treas.; Austin Sweetland, See'y; Thomas Annis, S. D . ;
J. Uussell Glover, J. D . ; Samuel
Chase, S. S.; Benj. Crabtrce, J. S.;
Isaiah Barbour, Tyler; Abraham
Ogier, Mar.; Joseph L. Tuttle, Chaplain; James Clark, Agent.
Dec. IT, a petition of several breth-

ren from Hope was received, for the
institution of a now Lodge in that
town and the approval of Amity Lodge
asked, upon which the Lodge passed
the following vote: "After considering the above Petition and knowing the
inconvenience of meeting with us and
believing that it will be for the good
of Masonry to establish a Lodge at
Hope: Therefore, resolved, that we
concur with the wishes of the Brethren
expressed in the above Petition."
In accordance with the petition a
Lodge was afterwards established in
Hope known as "Mt. Hope Lodge"
which existed for about twenty-five
years, but is now extinct.
Twenty-two brethren were raised
this year whose names were as follows: Jacob C. Hill, John Boardman,
Benj. Crabtree, 2d., Benj. F. Glover,
James It. Glover, Joseph Perry, Joseph Ingraham, Austin Sweetland,
Ilosea B. Eaton, Oliver Andrews,
Alex. Pascal, Samuel Chase, Amos A.
Uichards, Mace It. Clough, Otis Ingraham, Goo. U. Annis, Oliver J.
Graffam, Thomas Glover, Josiah Hopkins, James Stackpole, Joseph M.
Trim, and Joseph Grafl'am.
Chapter XIV.
Prosperity.
Seldom in its history has Amity
Lodge enjoyed so great a degree of
prosperity as during the years immediately succeeding the "dark days."
After its re-organization, as is seen in
the preceding chapter, it at once began to have large accessions to its
membership, both from old members
returning to the fold and from the
initiation of new ones. Some of the
Lodges did not so rapidly recover
from the effects of the years of Masonic "hard times."
Orient Lodge

41,
which had managed to hold a few
meetings, at least, and elect offiiers
nearly every year during the time that
Amity Lodge remained altogether suspended, did not revive so soon nor
with the strength and rapidity of Amity, and did not begin to recover its
former strength to any degree until
well into the fifties. But Amity began
to thrive and grow in 1846 and continued to prosper remarkably during
the years that followed, and in fact
Camden has been, ever since, one of
the Masonic strongholds of the State.
1848. On May 12 of this year Abraham Ogier was again elected the
representative of the Lodge to the
Grand Lodge of Maine. At the same
meeting Josiah Hobbs resigned his office of Senior Warden and John Glover
was elected to fill the vacancy thus
caused.
May 26, the Secretary was instructed
to advertise in the Belfast and East
Thomaston papers, the Masonic celebration to be held in Camden on the
following St. John's day, and at the
same meeting a committee was raised
"to visit the Selectmen and request an
abatement of Alexander
Green's
Taxes," he being a member of the
Fraternity in distress and the Lodge
having already on the >ame evening
voted to donate to him the sum of
$30.00 for his relief.
June 24, St. John's day was celebrated as advertised.
The brethren
met at the hall "and formed in procession, accompanied by the Ladies,
inarched to the grove prepared for the
occasion and there listened to an able
an interesting address delivered by our
Worthy Brother,Rev. J. L. Tuttle, after which re-formed and marched to
Brother Clark's and there partook of
an excellent dinner prepared by our
Wortln Brother, James Clark."

During the summer, a blind brother
from Orono by the name of Samuel
Stephens fell into distress in Camden
and Bro. James Clark gave him five
dollars which the Lodge voted on
August 11, to pay Bro. Clark.
Sept. 8, the Lodge finding its hall to
be badly in need of repairs, voted to
have such alterations and repairs made
as would meet the necessities of the
Lodge.
The Annual Meeting was held this
year on Oct. 6, and the following officers for the ensuing year were elected:
John Glover, W. M.; Patrick
Simouton, S. W.; Thomas Smith, J.
W.; Benjamin Crabtree, Treas.; Austin Swectland, Sec'y.; Jeremiah C.
Cashing, S. I ) . ; J. R. Glover, J. D.;
Samuel Chase, S. S.. Alexander Pascal, J. S.; Isaiah Barbour, Tyler;
Joseph L, Tuttle, Chap.; Frederick
Conway, Mar. and James Clark,
Agent.
Nov. 17, it was voted to rent the
hall, after it was repaired, *o the Sons
of Temperance, but not to the Temple
of Honor or Odd Fellows. At a meeting held shortly afterwards, however,
the Lodge repented of this discrimination between its sister societies and
voted to rent the hall to both the Temple of Honor and Odd Fellows.
The brethren raised during the year
were, Warren Conant, John W. Glover, Erastus Paige, Ebenezer Calderwood, William Green, John Brown,
S. F. Marks, Isaac Thomas, Addison
Dorr, E. K. Pendleton, J, G. Norwood,
Mark L. Sylvester, and Isaac Decrow.
1849. This was another exceedingly busy year for the Lodge, a large
amount of work presented itself and
twenty candidates were raised.
Feb. 2, the Lodge was called upon
to attend the funeral of that faithful,
and veteran Mason, Lewis O^iei. The
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Lodge met at the hull, where it
"formed a procession and marched to
the dwelling house of our Deceased
Brother, from thence to the place of
interment, where the remains were deposited in the narrow confines of the
Grave in due form, and the usual ceremonies." On Aprii 18, the same sad
rites were performed over the body of
Seth Bisbec, another old member of
the Lodge.
May IN, a petition for a new Lodge
at Lincolnville was presented whereupon Amity Lodge unanimously passed
the following resolution:
"Resolved
that we concur in the wishes of our
Brethren from Lincolnville, as expressed in their petition." A Lodge
was subsequently instituted at Lincolnville by the name of "King David's
Lodge," which is still in existence and
nourishing.
June 14, the Lodge buried a brother
with Masonic honors. The record tells
of the usual procession being formed,
and the usual ceremonies being performed at the grave. It also gives a
vote of the Lodge that the Chaplain
prepare an obituary notice for publication, but concerning a very imporportant matter—the name of the departed brother—the record is silent.
The date and more than usual honor
paid to the memory of the deceased,
however, leave no doubt that it was
the funeral of Past Master, Abraham
Ogier.
Aug. 10, the Lodge took into consideration the propriety of erecting a
monument to the memory of their late
distinguished Past Master, Hon. Jonas
Wheeler,and a committee was appointed which reported at the next meeting
in favor of raising funds for that purpose, and on Oct. 5, the Lodge appointed another committee to solicit
subscriptions for the purpose of erect-

ing said monument. The Lodge afterwards placed a monument at the
head of Bro. Wheeler's grave, which
still stands on the Masonic Lot in
Mountain cemetery.
Annual Meeting, Oct. 20. Officers
elected: William Mcrriam, W. M.;
Austin Sweetland, S. VV.; James K.
Glover, J. W . ; Elbridge G. Knight,
Treas. ; Joshua G. Norwood, Scc'y.;
Oliver Andrews, S. D . ; Samuel Chase,
J. D . ; Geo. W. Glover, S. S.; Benj.
Crabtree 2d. J. S.; Isaiah Barbour,
Tyler, Thomas Harback, Mar.; Benj.
Crabtree, Agent.
At the same meeting it was voted to
present the old collars and other regalia of the Lodge to the new King
David's Lodge at Lincolnville.
The twenty Brethren who were
raised during the year were, Geo. T.
Crabtree, John Brown 2d., J. W. Buzzell, P . J. Carleton, Geo. W Glover,
Elbridge G. Knight, John E. Piper,
Jonathan Moody, Austin D. Knight,
Ephraim Rand, Jesse P. Ilosmer,
Charles Bartlett, Frederick A. Ilosmer, John Eames, Wm. II. Smith.
Isaac W. Sherman, Hiram Perry,
Samuel Bowers, James W. Clark, and
J. H. Mansfield.
1850. March 28, the Lodge was
visited by It. W. Hiram Chase the D.
D. G. M., who delivered an address to
the brethren. The Lodge attended the
burial of Bro. Silas Clark, April 19,
and the burial of Bro. Thomas Harback, July 17, on both of which occasions the usual ceremonies of the
Order were performed at the grave.
Bro. Ilarback's funeral was held in
the Congregational Meeting house
where a sermon was preached by Rev.
Bro. Pesscnden of East Thomaston.
July 19, at a regular meeting of the
Lodge it was voted by a "yea and nay"
vote, to accept the petition of Hiram
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Vinal and others to change the date of
the annual meeting for the election of
officers to the regular meeting in August, and accordingly on Aug. 16, following these officers for the ensuing
year were chosen : William M rriam,
W. M.; Austin Sweetland, S. W . ; J.
R. Glover, J. W . ; E. G. Knight,
Treas.; J. P . Hall, Sec'y.; Oliver Andrews, S. D . ; Samuel Chase, J. D . ;
Geo. W. Glover, S. S.; Benj. Crabtree 2d., J. S.; Joseph Hall, Mar.;
Isaiah Barbour, Tyler.
This year the Lodge received a communication from the Washington National Monument Society requesting
assistance in their work of completing
the monument to the memory of the
"Father of his Country,'' and voted to
aid the society to the extent of Ten
Dollars, which was ordered to be
drawn from the treasury of the Lodge
and sent to the society.
The brethren raised during the year
were, Willis B. Palmer, Judson Josselyn, Jefferson Pendleton, Dansou
Tolman, Robert B. Gove, A. M. Annis and Joseph H. Miller.
During this year and the years that
follow the brethren did not neglect to
improve themselves in Masonic knowledge, and when they were not engaged
with the business and work of the
Lodge, they met and passed the various lectures of the three degrees, and
committed to memory the ritual.
Chapter XV.
A New Half Century.
1851. During the first of the year
1851, Amity Lodge entered upon the
second half century of its existence,
March 10, 1851,being the fiftieth anniversary of the granting of the Charter.
We do not find, however, that there
was any celebration or other notice taken of the event.
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At this time it was customary to voti1
three times upon a candidate if he was
'•black balled" and we find the Lodge
this year doing this in one case, but
finally rejecting the candidate. Up to
this time but few of the candidates
who presented themselves were rejected, which is p roof, when we consider the character and standing of the
most of the early members of the
Lodge, that few except men of the
highest characters sought admission to
the Order through this Lodge.
This year was not a particularly
eventful one, nothing of more than ordinary importance occurring to move
the brethren from the even tenor of
their ways.
The annual meeting was held Aug.
8, and the following officers were elected: Austin Sweetland, W. M.; J.
R. Glover, S. W.; Samuel Chase, J.
W . ; E. G. Knight, Treas.; J. P. Hall,
Sec'y.; Geo. W. Glover, S. D . ; Benj.
Crabtree, 2d. J. D . ; Paul Stevens, S.
S.; John Brown, 2d. J. S.; L. Huzzy,
Chap.; J. G. Norwood, Mar.; Laiah
Barbour, Tyler; Benj. Crabtree, Agent.
Aug. 22, the above officers were
publicly installed by Past Master,
William Merriatn, "after which the
members, wives, daughters and intended wives, went up to Bro. Clark's
and partook of a good supper."
The records show that the following were raised during the year: E.
C. Daniels, Thomas S. Harback, Paul
Stevens, Nicholas Berry, Benj. Cashing 2d., Edward Bradbury, Rufns
Benson and Calvin Sherman.
1852. Feb. 10, the Lodge was visited by R. W., H. G. (). Washburn, D.
D. G. M.
The only thing outside of the work
of (he degrees and the routine business
of the Lodge that seemed to occupy the
attention of the brethren this year,

was their determination to make William Merriam (who occupied the store
directly beneath the Lodge room)
close his store on the evenings when
the Lodge had work. June 1, it was
voted to instruct the Agent to request
Mr. Merriam to close his store on the
evenings of Lodge meetings ; on Oct.
22, a committee was appointed "to
confer with Bro. Merriam in regard to
his closing his store when there is
Labor to be done in the. Lodge," and
on Dec. 10, it was voted "that onr
Agent be instructed to take a lease of
the Store now occupied by Bro.
Merriam, and in said lease it shall be
stipulated that the Store shall lie
closeTl on the evenings of the Meetings
of the Lodge."
The annual meeting was held Aug.
27. Officers elected: J. It. Glover,
W. M.; Samuel Chase, S. W . ; E. G.
Knight, J. W.; Benj. Crabtree, Treas.;
J. P. Hall. Sec'y.; Geo. W. Glover, S.
D . ; Oliver Andrews, J. D . ; Paul Stevens, S . S . ; D. T. Boynton, J. S.;
Isaiah Barbour, Tyler; John Glover,
Mar.; Leander Huzzy, Chap.; C.
Thomas, Agent.
Dec. S, it was voted "that we pay
our Itockport Brethren the sum of
One Dollar and Fifty Cents, ($1.50)
per Month, provided they meet to Lecture."
Dec. 24, it was voted to change the
By-Laws so that the election of officers
should be held in January.
Ten candidates were raised during
this year, viz: John E. Dailey, Cyrus
(i. Alden, D. T. Boynton, John II.
McGune, E. Pendleton, D. C. Stone,
T. B. Ilodgman, It. A. W. Jacobs,
'Trios. B. Wood and E. II. Loring.
185:). In accordance with the vote
to change the By-Laws, the annual
meeting was held this year on Jan. 21,
when the same officers chosen the Aug-

ust before were all re-elected; and
they were publicly installed Jan. 25.
This year after the installation "the
members with their wives & c , went
up to Bro. Ellis' House and had a fine
supper."
The same old story of closing the
store came up to bother the brethren
this year. Whether they were unable
to get Mr. Merriam to agree to the proposed clause in the lease that he close
his store on Lodge nights or whether
he neglected to act in accordance with
his lease,the record does not say; but
on Feb. 11, the Lodge appointed a
committee "to wait on Bro. Merriam
and request him to close his store this
evening."
This was a quiet year. Seven masons
were made, whose names were S. B.
Kirk, P. P. Tyler, D. P. Thompson,
J. W. Scott, Edwin Ellis, E. C. Boynton and Henry M. Cole.
1854. Annual meeting, Jan. 21.
Officers elected: Samuel Chase, W
M.; E. G. Knight, S. W.; Geo. W.
Glover, J. W.; Benj. Crabtree, Treas.;
J. P. Hall, Sec'y.; Oliver Andrews,
S. D . ; D. T. Boynton, J . D . ; G. T.
Crabtree, S. S.; John Brown, 2d. J.
S.; Isaiah Barbour, Tyler; D. P.
Thompson, Chaplain ; Frederick Conway, Mar.; Caleb Thomas, Ageut.
April 8, the Lodge voted to authorize the Agent to "fit up the front side
of the hall with a raised platform"
and Aug. 4, it was voted to "cause the
Hall to be cleaned, carpeted, varnished
and painted," and on the same evening it was voted to allow the Temperance Watchmen's Club, the use of the
hall for their meetings.
Oct. 4, the Lodge performed the
Masonic funeral rites at the grave of
Capt. Hiram Vinal. Oct. 6, the sum
of $50, was voted to King Solomon's
Lodge, Waldoboro, to help alleviate

_&3the suffering caused by the great Waldoboro fire.
Nov. 3, a committee consisting of
John Glover, Geo. W. Glover and
James It. Brown, was appointed, " t o
make arrangements in regard to altering and fitting up the Masonic building. " Dec. 29, the Lodge voted to pay
certain bills for a certain number of
gallons of coffee. It had now been
many years since the Lodge had voted
to procure anything stronger in the
way of a beverage to be used upon
their social occasions.
A large amount of work was done
this year. Eighteen were raised, viz:
J. C. Coombs, H. A, March, Marshall
P. Glover, Samuel Crabtree, Jr., Beni.
C. Jacobs, F . J . Ogier, Samuel Anuis,
Chas. A. Pendleton, James R. Brown,
D. M. Hosmer, W. P . Parnsworth,
Horace Morton, Henry Brown, D. W.
Thorndike, H. J. Hemingway, Geo.
"W. Thorndike, Joseph G. Mirick and
Oliver C. Clary.
1855. J a n . 26, was the date of the
annual meeting this year, and the officers elected were E. G. Knight, W.
M.; Geo. W. Glover, S. W . ; D. T.
Boynton, J . W.;
Benj. Crabtree,
Treas.; Thomas S. Harback, Sec'y.;
Oliver Andrews, S. D . ; Geo. T. Crabtree, J. D . ; John Brown 2d., S. S.; J.
G. Mirick. J. S.; David Perry, Chap.;
Caleb Thomas, Agent. No Tyler was
elected, various brethren acting in that
capacity during the year. The officers
were installed Feb. 2, by John Glover,
who had previously received the appointment of D. D. Grand Master.
Sept. 21, a committee consisting of
Samuel Chase, Patrick Simonton and
D . T. Boynton,was appointed "to consider the expediency of having a Masonic Lodge established at Rockport,
and if found expedient, to report at
our next Meeting what aid should be
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rendered by this Lodge." At the next
meeting, Sept. 28, the committee reported in favor of the Rockport Lodge,
and recommended that Amity Lodge
give them one hundred dollars. At "a
subsequent meeting held Oct. 19, the
matter of instituting a new Lodge at
Rockport was discussed, and it was
voted "that we approve their having a
Lodge at Rockport," also "that we instruct our Treasurer to pay Austin
Sweetland twenty-five dollars this evening for the purpose of obtaining a
dispensation, and seventy-five dollars
after such dispensation is obtained, it
being understood that the said twentyfive dollars shall be refunded provided
they do not obtain a Dispensation."
This was the first step towards forming
a Lodge at Rockport,and the Rockport
members of Amity Lodge went out to
form the new Lodge with the good will
and blessing of their Camden br< thren
and one hundred dollars from the treasury of the mother Lodge. Subsequent
to this, the Rockport Lodge was duly
chartered under the name of "St.
Paul's Lodge," which has prospered
well in the years that have passed
since its institution and now occupies
elegant quarters in the new Carleton
block. This year the following five
brethren were raised: David Perry,
J. E. Brown, James B. Howard, Isaac
M. Tilden and William G. Adams.
1856. Annua) meeting, Jan. 18.
Officers were elected as follows: Geo.
W. Glover, W. M. ;Elbridge G. Knight,
S. W . ; Caleb Thomas, J. W.; Benj.
Crabtree, Treas.; Joseph G. Mirick,
Sec'y.; Geo. T. Crabtree, S. D . ;
Robert W. Jacobs. J. D.; Samuel
Kirk, S. S.; Marshall P. Glover, J. S.;
Isaiah Barbour, Tyler; Caleb Thomas,
Agent; Samuel Chase, Mar. At the
next meeting, Jan. 25, they were installed by D. D. (J. M., John Glover.

50
March 21, District Deputy Glover
made his official visit to the Lodge.
After being introduced in the usual
manner,he took the Chair and "Stated
that as he was familiar with the affairs
of the Lodge, it was not necessary to
enter into any particular examination." He then surrendered the chair
to his son, the Worshipful Master.
June 29, the Lodge buried Capt.
James Meagher with Masonic honors.
Oct. 10, the Lodge received a communication from Bro. H'liry Clark of
West Poultnev, Vermont, asking in
behalf of Morning Star Lodge of that
place, a copy of the By-Laws of Amity
Lodge and other information, "for the
purpose of making , as near as may be,
a Historical Record of the facts asked
for;" whereupon it was voted "that
the Secretary be instructed to send
Bro. Clark a copy of our By-Laws,
with such information as he can obtain relative to Amity Lodge and its
History."
Four brethren were raised during
the year, viz: Reuel Philbrook, Theodore L. Estabrook, George Calderwood and Andrew Gilkey.
Chapter XVI.
Mid-Century Proceedings.
1857. The annual meeting of this
year was held Jan. 9, and the officers
elected were, Samuel Chase, W. M.;
E. G. Knight, S. W.; R. W. Jacobs,
J. W . ; Benj. Crabtree, Treas.; J. G.
Mirick, Sec'y.; M. P. Glover, S. D . ;
G. W. Thorndike, J. D . ; W. G. Adams, S. S.; O. C. Clary, J. S.; Isaiah
Barbour, Tyler; G. W. Glover, Mar.,
and Caleb Thomas, Ascent,. The officers were installed on the same evening. The Treasurer's report showed
that there were $221.85 in the treasury.
Feb. 6, the District Deputy Grand

Master, MinotCrehore, paid his official
visit to the Lodge.
June 2, the Lodge was called together to make arrangements to attend the funeral of "Father" John
Miller at Warren, concerning whom
we find the following on the records:
"Thus has an esteemed Brother and
member of the Fraternity, as well as
an ardent and devoted friend of Christianity, been removed from the midst
of those who had long loved and revered him. This profession he has
adorned by an eminently consistent
and godly life and unceasing activity
in the cause which lay near his heart.
And though he has passed from earthly scenes, his name will long be held
in sweet remembrance by all who
knew him." Remarks upon the death
of Father Miller were made by Brethren E. G. Knight, John Glover and
others.
Past Grand Master John Miller received his degrees in Amity Lodge in
1803, and was one of the Charter
members of Orient Lodge and afterwards of St. George Lodge. He was
for many years one of the most prominent and valuable members of the Fraternity in this section.
Oct. 30, District Deputy Crehore
made his second official visit to the
Lodge.
Nov. 1, the Lodge assembled at St.
Thomas Church to pay the last tribute
of respect to the memory of their departed brother, Edward Bradbury,
who died of consumption, Sept. 29, at
the age of 46 years.
Dec. 25, the Lodge instructed the
Agent to effect an insurance of $600,
upon the Masonic building.
Capt. Uriah M. Lamb was the only
brother raised during the year.
1858. Annual meeting Jan. 29.
Officers elected: Samuel Chase, W.
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M.; E. G. Knight, S. \V.; K. W. Jacobs, J. W.; Benj. Crabtree, Treas.;
Joseph G. Mirick, Sec'y.: M. P. Glover, S. D . ; Geo. W. Thorndike, J. D . ;
W. G. Adams, S, S.; Isaac Thomas,
J. D . ; Isaiah Barbour, Tyler; Caleb
Thomas, Agent; Nicholas Berry,Mar.,
who were duly installed. The report
of the Treasurer showed $239.17 in
his hands.
Feb. 12, the Lodge voted a suit of
clothes to Past Master Moses Dakin,
the cost not to exceed twenty-five dollars.
March 7, the Lodge buried Capt.
Frederic Ogier with Masonic honors.
D. D. G. M. Samuel Chase visited
the Lodge June 4, in his official capacity. At the same meeting it was
voted '-to bestow upon Island Lodge
(Islesboro) from the funds of this
Lodge, twenty-five dollars to aid in
building them a Masonic Hall."
In October the members of the Lodge
went to Lincolnville to assist at the
burial of the late Past D. D. G. M.
Minot Crehore, who died Oct. 22,
1857.
This year Samuel Vance, later a
prominent member of Amity Lodge,
got a demit from King Solomon's
Lodge at Waldoboro, and joined Amity
Lodge, and the following were raised:
Seth C. Mullin, Wm. A. Athearn,
Thurston Marks, Benj. F. Tyler, W.
T. Woster, Wm. Conley and Perez
Mullin.
1859. At the annral meeting held
Jan. 14. the Treasurer's report showed
$252, in his hands. Officers were elected as folio ,vs: Geo. W. Glover, \V.
M.; Marshall P . Glover, S. W.; Wm.
G.Adams, J. W . ; Benj. Crabtree,
Treas.; Jos. G. Mirick. Sec'y.; Samuel Chase, S. D . ; Isaac Thomas, J.
D . ; E. G. Knight, S. S.; G. W. Thorndike, J. S.; Isaiah Barbour, Tyler;

Caleb Thomas, Agent and Nicholas
Berry, Mar. Jan. 29, the foregoing
officers were publicly installed by M.
W., Hiram Chase, Grand Master.
May 29, the Lodge buried with Masonic honors, Rev. Bro. David Perry,
who died May 26 at the early age of
37 years.
Dec. 9, it was voted "that Bro.
Chase be and is hereby instructed to
make such arrangements with regard
to our Center Lamp (for the better)
as he may deem advisable."
This year four brethren received the
Master Mason's degree, viz: Edwin
R. Tyler, Walter D. Whittemore, Harvey H. Cleveland and J. Q. A. Hemingway.
1860. Annual meeting Jan. 6. Officers chosen : John Glover, W. M.;
Joseph Perry, S. W.; Geo. W. Thorndike, J. W.; Benj. Crabtree, Treas.;
Jos. G. Mirick, Sec'y.; J. C. dishing,
S. D . ; O. C. Clary,J. D . ; Wm. Green,
S. S.; James R. Scott, J. S.; Isaiah
Barbour, Tyler; Nicholas Berry,Mar.;
James Clark, Agent. These officers
were installed one week later by R.
W. Samuel Chase, D. D. G. M.
This year,like the preceding one, was
uneventful.
Nov. 9, Past Master J. R. Glover,
who had removed from Camden, was
granted a demit.
Nov. 19, the brethren convened and
attended the funeral of Bro. Thomas
Glover; Dec. 16, the funeral of Bro.
Rufus Benson and Dec. 27, the funeral
of Bro. Ephraim Howe.
The three brethren raised this year
were Nelson Mullin, Joseph F . Stetson
and James Wilson.
1861. This year the Lodge, which
had been doing but a moderate amount
of work for several years, began to revive in that respect, and, strange to
say, flourished well during the excit-
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ing times incident to the great rebellion,
which began this year.
The animal meeting was held Jan.
25, 1861, and the officers elected were,
Joseph Perry, W. M.; M. P. Glover,
8. VV.; W. G. Adams, J. W . ; E. G.
Knight, Treas.; J. G. Mirick, Sec'y.;
Samuel Vance, 8. D . ; O. G. Clary, J.
1).; \V. A. Athearn, 8. 8.; J. Wilson,
J. 8.; Isaiah Barbour, Tyler; Frederick Conway, Mar.; James Clark,
Agent.
It was voted to invite the members
of St. Paul's Lodge and the D. D. G.
M. to be present "at installation and
chowder."
The amount in the Treasurer's hands
at this meeting was $202.83.
Feb. 1, the officers were publicly installed by D. D. G. M. Josiah Ilobbs
of Hope. After the installation ceremony, the record says that "in accordance with previous arrangements,
partook of refreshments consisting of
chowder, bread,cheese,coffee,etc.,-Listened to agreeable conversation, viewed
the aged and the young with smiling
countenances, and with cheerful looks
generally—separated in good humor—
returned to our respective places of
abode in due form and harmony."
Feb. 11, District Deputy Hobbs
made his official visit to the Lodge.
March 8, the Lodge received a communication from St. Paul's Lodge,
llockport, "expressing the thanks of
said Lodge for the many acts of kindness, including the gift of $100, the
loan of Master's carpet, and the immediate response to its calls for assistance, showing their desire (Amity's) to promote the interests of said
Lodge and hoping that nothing would
ever ocour to disturb the friendly feeling now existing."
May 12, the members of the Lodge
went to Thomaston to attend the fun-

eral of Rev. O. J. Kernald, a distinguished member of Orient Lodge, on
which occasion the Masonic ceremonies
were conducted by Hon. Josiah II.
Drummond,at that time Grand Master
of Maine.
May 24, the Lodge voted to pay
Bio. Frederick Conway $40.00 to aid
him in a loss that he had sustained by
tire.
Sept. 21, the Lodge received a communication from Grand Master Drummond, "cautioning Masons against an
elderly fat man, peddling books, and
'female degrees,' etc."
Dec. 20, the Lodge voted to accept
the invitation of St. Paul's Lodge to
join with them in attending the funeral
of late Bro. Job Ingraham.
DuriDg the year James Perry, formerly of King David's Lodge, was received into membership, and the following brethren were raised: David
A. Wheeler, John C. Eames, T. It.
Simonton, Wm. T. Meagher, D. W.
Russell, 11. C. Duffy, Isaac Loveland,
Francis A. Barrett and Henry It.
Howard.
1862. Annual meeting Jan. 10. Officers elected: Joseph Perry, "W. M.;
M. P. Glover, S. W . ; Thaddeus R.
Simonton, J. W.; E. G. Knight, Treas.
H. H. Cleveland, Sec'y.; Samuel
Vance, S. D . ; O. C. Clary, J. D . ; D.
W. Russell, S. S.; R. C. Duffy, J. S.;
J. G. Mirick, Tyler; J. C. dishing,
Agent; Samuel Chase, Mar.
Jan. 22, the Lodge performed the
Masonic ceremony at the funeral of
Bro. Isaac Thomas.
Jan. 28, the officers chosen at the
annual meeting were installed in public
by D. D. G. M., Josiah Hobbs.
March 21, the Lodge, together with
a goodly number of visitors from five
neighboring Lodges, buried Col. Nicholas Berry with Masonic honors.
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Brethren raised this year were, EdIt. Simonton, S. VV.; John C. Eames,
win Anderson, Charles E. Clark, II. J. W . ; II. II. Cleveland, Treas.; J.
P. Easton and A. E. Clark.
G. Mirick, Sec'y.; Joseph Perry, S.
1863. At the annual meeting held D . ; Fred Lewis, J. D . ; Win. D.
Jan. 2, the following officers were Clark, S. S.; David A. Wheeler, T.
elected; Marshall P. Glover, W. M.;
S.; James Wilson, Tyler; J. C. dishSamuel Vance, S. W.; T. R. Simon- ing, Agent and Win. G. Adams, Mar.
ton, J. W . ; E. G. Knight, Treas.; J.
The hall had got into a shabby conG. Mirick, Sec'y.; John C. Eaines, S.
dition and did not meet the requireD . ; J. W . Scott, J. D . ; J. Perry, S.
ments pf the esthetic tastes of the presS.; S. Chase, J. S.; J. Wilson, Tyler;
ent member.-., and at this meeting a
Wm. G. Adan.s, Mar: and J. C. Crushcommittee, consisting of II. II. Cleveing, Agent; and they were installed
land, T. It. Simonton and Paul Stevby Past Master Joseph Perry, Jan. 16.
ens, was appointed to improve the interior of the hall by making such reMay 12, the Lodge was invited to
pairs as they thought best. Jan. 29,
attend the funeral of Gen. Hiram G.
the question of "arching the hall" was
Berry of Rockland. Maj.Gen. Hiram
discussed and Geo. W. Thorndikc was
G. Berry was killed at the battle of
added to the committee, his duty beL'hancellorsville, May 3, 1863.
lie
ing to raise money to defray the exwas beloved by all his friends and was
pense of said "arching" etc. Feb. 19,
an able soldier and officer. His death
the officers were installed by Past Maswas a severe loss to his city, State and
ter, Joseph Perry.
country. While his remains were in
Washington, en route for his home,
Feb. 26, It. W. Henry F. Jones of
they were honored with a wreath from
Belfast, D. D. G. M., made his official
the hands of President Lincoln.
visit and expressed himself .highly
pleased with the work of the Lodge.
Nov. 4, the remains of Past Master
June 17, in accordance with an
Samuel Chase were deposited in their
amendment of the standing regulalast resting place with Masonic rites.
tions of the Grand Lodge, th? Lodge
Nov. 20, the Lodge voted to instruct
fixed the fees of the degrees as folthe Agent "to allow Miss Merriam a
lows:
"for the first degree 86.00, for
sum not exceeding ten dollars, in conthe second degree SO.On and for the
sequence of the rain coming through
the building and damaging her goods third $8.00, in all 820.00."
Sept. 10, the Lodge appointed anothetc.," and on Dec. 18, it was voted to
er committee, to make the necessary
repair the front of the building.
The masons made during this year* repairs on the building and procure
were, Lot M. Knowlton, Oliver J. the funds for the same, viz: G. W.
Bowers, Horatio E. Alden, Fred Lew- Thorndike, J. G. Mirick and E. G.
This committee reported
is, Wm. G. Alden, E. C. Moody, Wm. Knight.
Nov. 11, that the repairs and alteraD. Clark and Leander M. Kenniston.
tions of the hall had cost $511.00 and
it was voted to raise the money to pay
Chapter XVII.
the same, by loan.
A Royal Arch Chapter.
1864. The officers elected at the
Annual Meeting held Jan. 22, 1864
were Marshall P . Glover, W. M.; T.

At a meeting held Dec. 9, "Bro.
John Maiazasski, a Hungarian, being
present, made application to the Lodge
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as a Mason in distress, for assistance
to enable him to bring his family from
Constantinople to this country. Upon
which it was voted that we give the
above named Brother the sum of ten
dollars, from the funds of this Lodge,
if the same can be raised, (which was
done.)"
The Lodge was now so prosperous
and new members were coming in so
rapidly that the brethren began to talk
of organizing a Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons, in order that they might enjoy the benefits of the Chapter degrees.
This talk resulted in such a Chapter
being instituted two or three years
later.
This year a large number of applications were made for the degrees within the gift of the Lodge, uid while a
much larger number than usual of the
candidates were rejected, nevertheless
fifteen were raised, viz: O. J. Clary,
Geo. F. Knowlton, Charles F. Hobbs,
E. F. Fletcher, O. P. Hobbs, Samuel
M. Andrews, Thomas A. Sawyer, David L. Fernald, Geo. L. Follansbee,
Henry S. Pease, Andrew McCobb, Jr.,
John W. Simonton, James A. Gilkey,
Richard H. Young, Joseph W. Bowers.
1865. Officers elected at the Annual
Meeting, Jan. 6, 1865: Thaddeus R.
Simonton, W. M.; Joseph Perry, S.
W . ; Fred Lewis, J. W . ; H. H. Cleveland, Treas.; Joseph G. Mirick, Sec'y.;
Wm. D. Clark, S. D . ; David A.
Wheeler, J. D . ; Leander M. Kenniston, S. S.; O. P. Hobbs, J. S.; James
Wilson, Tyler; Wm. G. Adams, Mar.;
El bridge G. Knight, Agent.
Jan. 13, these officers were installed
by District Deputy Woods of Belfast,
in the presence of the members of the
Lodge and their ladies. After the
close of the ceremony, those present
repaired to the Bay View House,"partook of a well prepared supper, viewed

the smiling faces and cheerful countenances, and returned to our respective
places of abode in due form and harmony.' March 7, the Lodge assembled to attend the funeral of Past D. D. G. M.
John Glover, who was buried with Masonic honors. April 23, the Lodge attended the funeral of Edward F.Fletcher, who had joined the Lodge but a
few months before. July 8, the funeral of Jesse Fay a very old mason was
conducted by the Lodge, and Nov. 29,
the same sad offices were performed
for the late James A. Gilkey. In fact
1865 might well be styled " a year of
Masonic funerals."
Brethren raised in 1865:
E. S.
Brown, II. A. Mills, John M. Gould,
Geo. O. Parkman, Roscoe G. Babbidge
and Henry Knight.
1866. The report of the Finance
Committee at the Annual Meeting
showed that the indebtedness had been
reduced from $588.46"to $344.00. The
officers elected at that meeting were
Joseph Perry, W. M.; Fred Lewis, S,
W . ; W. D. Clark, J. W.; H. H. Cleveland, Treas.; James Perry, Sec'y.; L.
M. Kenniston, S. D . ; David L. Fernald, J. D . ; Frederick Conway, S. S.;
Andrew McCobb, Jr., J. S.; J. G. Mirick, Tyler; W. G. Adams, Mar.; E.
G. Knight, Agent. Joseph Perry declined to serve as W. M., and T. R.
Simonton was again elected to that office. Feb. 2, a public installation was
held followed by a supper at the Bay
View House.
March 1, the last rites were performed over the remains of Charles E.
Clark.
July 27, the brethren had their midsummer cleaning, T. R. Simonton and
Geo. W. Thorndike being appointed a
committee "to see that the spittoons
and steps be cleaned with all other

nuisances removed, and charge for
same to be paid out of the funds of the
Lodge."'
At the same meeting a committee
was appointed to confer and make
all necessary arrangements on the
part of the Lodge with the proposed Royal Arch Chapter for the use
of the hall.
The Chapter was
subsequently
organized under the title of Keystone
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 24. The
Charter was dated. May 8, 1867, and
the first couni il consisted of T. R.
Sinionton, High Priest; James Perry,
King, and H>sea B. Eaton, Scribe.
Thi-. Chapter still exists, having always held its meetings in the hall of
Amity Lodge, and is today one of the
most prosperous of the Chapters of
tliit- jurisdiction.
Dec. 7, D. D. G. M. Pierce made
his official visit to the Lodge. Quantabacook Lodge, another offshoot of
Amity,was this year instituted in Searsmont and is still flourishing.
This year Augustus M. Howe and
E. AY. Perkins were admitted as members and the following Masons were
made: James S. Knowlton, Burton
Robinson, Mark \V. Caldevwood, Joseph L. Fernald,Robert J. Burd, Win,
H. Knight and Bassilio Console
1867. This year was an uneventful
one in everything except the work of
the degrees of which there was a large
amount, fourteen masons being made.
The annual meeting was held Jan.
18, when the following officers were
elected: Fred Lewis, W. M.; L. M.
Kenniston, S. W . ; D. L. Fernald, J.
W . ; H. II. Cleveland, Treas.; J. G.
Mirick, Sec'y.; E. W. Perkins, S. D . ;
A. McCobb Jr., J. D . ; G. W. Thorndike, S. S.; Win. II. Knight, J. S.; A.
W. Howe, Tyler; T. R. Simonton,
Agent; Wm. G. Adams, Mar.

The report of the Finance Committee showed a still further reduction of
the debt to #29:3.-11.
The Lodge had a public installation
Feb. 1, at School House hall, Past
Master T. If. Simonton officiating. On
this occasion an address was delivered
by Rev. Wm. II. Washburn of Rockport which was listened to by a large
company of people, and some four or
five hundred sat down to a collation
furnished by Amity Lodge.
May 17, the first steps towards enlarging the Masonic building were taken by appointing a comir.ittee to sec
what could be done ''in regard to purchasing land back of this building (10
feet or more)." At the same time the
Agent was instructed to confer with
Mr. Collins, who occupied the store
beneath the Lodge room, about enlarging his store. This enlargement,
however, was not finally accomplished
until thirteen years later.
July 7. the Lodge attended the funeral of Thomas Blackington.
D. D. G. M., E. E. Wortman made
his official visit to the Lodge Nov. 8.
Rotheus E. Paine, afterwards a
prominent member and Past Master of
the Lodge was admitted to membership, also James A. Peirce, and the
following were raised during the year:
Geo. Burd, W. W Benson, Edward
Gleason, Levi W. Woster, Wm. H.
Banks, Silas C. Benson, Nathaniel Mirick. John P. Wellman, Minot D.
Hewett, Israel E. Decrow. Benj. F.
Bass, John Green, Emery J. Hopkins
and Aklen Miller, Jr.
1868. At a meeting held Jan. 3, it
was voted "that the initiation fee of
Geo. L. Ogier be presented to his
grandmother, he being dead."
The
same being the Annual Meeting the Finance Committee reported that the
debt of the Lodge had been reduced to
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^ 136.79. The officers elected were L.
M. Kenniston, W. M.; E. W. Perkins,
S. W.; David L. Fernald, J. W.;
James Scott, Treas.; J. G. Mirick,
Sec'y.! Edward Gleason, S. D . ; D.
W. Russell, J. D . ; Benj. F. Bass.; S.
S.; John M.Gould, J. S.; James A.
Pierce, Tyler; R. E. Paine, Mar.; T.
R. Simonton, Agent.
At a public installation held Jan. 17,
the foregoing officers were installed by
Past Master T. R. Simonton, the installation being followed by a supper
at the Bay View.
March 6, it was voted to charge Keystone R. A. Chapter for "one half of
fuel and kerosene" used during the
preceding six months.
Nov. 27, the Lodge voted to contribute ten dollars "towards the purchase of a force pump to be located
either in the Grist Mill or Anchor Factory." A force pjmp was subsequently put into the grist mill, and did excellent service in many a fire until the
mill was destroyed in the great fire of
1892.
Daniel F . Smith and E. F . Davis
were this year admitted to membership and Cornelius T. Hosmer, Frank
P. Webster. Roderick M. Cooper and
David B. Thurston were raised.
Chapter XVIII.
A Steady Growth.
18C9. For several years now, the
Lodge continued to have a steady
growth. Several new masons were
made every year and the Lodge was in
a prosperous condition financially,having gradually paid off the debt it owed
caused by the repairs of t i e building,
and accumulating a surplus in the
treasury.
This year the Annual Meeting was
held Jan. 22, and the officers elected
were, Joseph Perry, W. M.; II. II.

Cleveland, S. W.; Edwin Davis, JW.; J. W. Scott, Treas.; R. E. Paine,
Sec'y.; Edward Gleason, S . D . ; D.
W. Russell, J. D . ; C. T. Hosmer, S.
S.; B. Consolo, J. S.; I. Decrow, Tyler; W G. Adams, Mar.; Geo. W.
Thorndike, Agent.
R. W., E. E. Wortman, D. D. G.
M., made his official visit on this evening and made an address to the Lodge.
He was also present at the public installation of the officers Feb. 12, and
conducted the exercises, and at the
same time installed R. W., T. R. Simonton, Senior Grand Warden of the
Grand Lodge of Maine.
In the winter of 1869, the Lodge had
a controversy with Moses Webster
Lodge of Vinalhaven, which was instituted in Jan. 1868, over the acceptance of Roderick M. Cooper of North
Haven, by Amity Lodge, the new
Lodge claiming jurisdiction over that
town, and demanding the fees received from him by Amity. The matter was referred to a committee consisting of R. E. Paine, J. G. Mirick
and Israel Decrow, who reported Mar.
26, as follows: "1st. That the petition of Roderick M. Cooper was received by this Lodge Feb. 7, 1868; initiated May 16; passed June 26 and
raised Oct. 30, 1868. 2d. That this
Lodge received no official notice of the
organization of Moses Webster Lodge
until the meeting of the Grand Lodge
in May following. 3d. That Moses
Webster Lodge, No. 145, received
their dispensation on Jan. 13, 1868,
only twenty-four days previous to the
reception of R. M. Cooper's petition.
4th. That from time immemorial, North
Haven has been considered within the
jurisdiction of this Lodge, and that no
official notice to the contrary had been
received at the time of the reception
of said petition.

The committee therefore recommend the adoption of the following
resolutions:
Besolved. That this Lodge declines
to remit to Moses Webster Lodge, the
fees received from Roderick M. Cooper, unless so ordered by the Grand
Lodge.
Besolved.
That the Secretary of
this Lodge communicate to Moses
Webster Lodge, the action of Amity
Lodge in the premises, together with
the report of the special committee
and accompanying resolves."
This report was accepted and as far
as the records are concerned the matter seems to have dropped here.
April 23, it was voted to purchase a
new altar, a new seal and a new ballot
box, and R. E. Paine was elected proxy
to the Grand Lodge.
June 4, Stephen "W. Jones of Uuion
was installed D. D. G. M., by R. W..
T.R. Simonton, Senior Grand Warden.
Sept. 22, the Lodge buried Benjamin Crabtree with masonic honors.
During the year, V m . A. Carson,
Wm. G. Frizzell, Grant Scott, Allen
W. Achorn and Eben C. Cooper were
raised.
1870. Officers elected at the Annual
"Communication" held Tan. 14, 1870:
H. H. Cleveland, W. M.; R. E. Paine,
S. VT.; U. W. Russell, J . W . ; James
W. Scott, Treas.; E. G. Knight, Sec'y.;
L. M. Kenniston, S. D . ; C. T. Hosmer, J. D . ; Basilio Consolo, S. S.;
Eben C. Cooper, J. S.; Geo. W. Thorndike, Agent; Win. G. Adams, Mar.;
William A. Carson, Tyler; Joseph G.
Mirick, Chap. At this meeting it was
voted to continue the Lodge advertisement for ene year, in the Camden

View House "was despatched in company with Keystone R. A. Chapter
and invited guests."
The custom of calling the meetings
of the Lodge "communications" on
the records, began the year before this
and has continued to the present time.
May 13, the Lodge voted to pay
Excelsior Lodge, Northport, ten dollars "to aid them for the loss of their
hall and jewels by fire."
Aug. 20, the Lodge attended the
funeral of John Annis.
Nov. 4, R. E. Paine was appointed a
committee to write the remainder of
the history of this Lodge, from 1860
to 1870, It was also voted to frame
the charter.
This year Fred V. Smith was admitted to membership and the following were raised:
Daniel Thurston,
Fred D. Aldus, Chas. F . Howe, Fred
H. Kirk, Geo. A. Crawford, Geo.
W. Knight and Charles N . Fernald.
1871. Annual Communication, Jan6. Officers elected: H. H. Cleve.
land, W. M.; R. E. Paine, S. W . ; C.
T. Hosmer, J. W . ; J . W. Scott, Treas.;
L. M. Kenniston, SeVy.; F . H. Kirk,
S. D . ; D. A. Wheeler, J. D . ; Fred I).
Aldus, S. S.; Chas. F. Howe. J. S.;
E. F. Strickland, Chap.; E. G. Knight,
Agent; Wra. G. Adams, Mar.; Wm.
A. Carson, Tyler. These officers were
installed Jan. 25, by R. W., T. R,
Simonton.

HERALD.

March 81, it was voted that " a committee be raised in regard to having
the pictures of Past Masters of Amity
Lodge suspended on the walls." This
very excellent idea seems to have been
abandoned later as the portraits have
never appeared upon the walls of the
Lodge room.

The officers were publicly installed
Jan. 26, by Past Master Joseph Perry,
after which a turkey supper at the liny

May 26, the burial rites of the order
were performed at the grave of S. M.
Andrews, and Sept. 1, the same rites

•r-«
were performed :it the grave of James
Curtis.
During the years immediately preceding and for years following this
period the records of "lecturing" at
the meetings of the Lodge are noticeable, the brethren spending their time
in this excellent practice when not engaged in other business.
E. F. Strickland and Win. H. Twombly were this year admitted as members and the following were raised,
viz: Willis Young, F. M. Young, A.
D. Glover, Sylvester L. Aran, F. M.
Richards.
1872. The Annual Communication
was held Jan. 19, and officers were
elected as follows; Rothens E. Paine,
W. M.; Cornelius T. llosmer, S. W.;
John P. Wellman, J. W.; II. II. Cleveland, Treas.; L. M. Kenniston, S e c ;
Edward Gleason, S. D . ; Charles T.
Howe, J. D . ; F. D. Aldus, S. S.; F.
M. Young, J. S.; Israel Decrow, Tyler; Win. G. Adams, Mar.; Joseph G.
Mirick, Chap.; Joseph Perry, Agent.
At this meeting the Finance Committee reported the funds of the Lodge to
amount to $519.36.
A public installation was held Jan.
26, R. W., T. R. Simonton officiating
as installing officer.
Feb. 22, D. D. G. M., T. S. Andrews was present on his official visit
to the Lodge.
March 22, the Lodge voted to charge
Keystone R. A. Chapter twenty dollars per year for the use of the Lodge
room and furniture.
Quite a large number of Masonic
funerals were held this year, the burial rites of the order being in each
case performed over the remains of
prominent members of the Lodge.
April 3, D. W. Fernald was buried,
April 23, Horatio E. Alden, June 19,
B. F. Tyler, and Sept. 8, Jeremiah C.

dishing a venerable and respected
brother, one of "the immortal nine.''
April 19, the Lodge voted to purchase mourning badges, and a Bible.
This year the Lodge procured through
the efforts of the Worshipful Master,
a full set of the Grand Lodge Proceedings.
Isaac Coombs, afterwards a Past
Master of the Lodge, got a demit from
King David's Lodge this year and
joined Amity. Raised during the year:
Wm. F. Hall, N. P . Beverage and
W H. Hopkins.
1873. Officers elected at the Annual
Communication Jan. 10: R. E. Paine,
W. M.; C. T. Hosmer, S. W.; J. P.
Wellman, J. W . ; II. H. Cleveland,
Treas.; L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; J.
W. Bowers, S. D . ; C. T. Howe, J.
D . ; F. D. Aldus, S. S.; F . M. Yonng,
J. S.; J. G. Mirick, Tyler; Joseph
Perry, Agent; W. G. Adams, Mar.;
T. R. Simonton, Chap. Jan.24, these
officers were installed by R. W., T. R.
Simonton.
The following brethren were buried
by the Lodge, with Masonic honors,
during the year:
Wm. S. Codman,
Jan. 16; Cyrus G. Alden, Jan. 26;
James Clark, another old and respected
member, and one of the "nine," Sept.
14; J. E. Dailey, Nov. 16; and Joseph
W. Trim, Dec. 25.
In connection with the foregoing
burials we will say the Lodge, sometime before the period treated in this
chapter, began the custom of drawing
and recording resolutions to the memory of its departed members and later
it also became a custom to inscribe
pages of the records to their memories,
both of which customs have been handed down to the present day.
April 11, it was voted to print the
By-Laws then newly revised, and to
print with them the Charter, list of
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Past Masters, list of Members, and
Standing Regulations of the Grand
Lodge of Maine. This, we think, was
the first time the By-Laws of the Lodge
were ever printed.
June 6, the Lodge voted to purchase
a safe and a trowel. A safe was afterwards purchased and although one
of the "old fashioned" kind it proved
a good one in protecting the records of
the Lodge in the first great fire which
the Lodge afterwards suffered.
Four Masons raised in other Lodges,
were admitted during the year to membership in Amity, viz: B. W. Atwell, B. F. Adams, II. C. Ames and
Ephraim Perry. The following were
raised, viz: W. S. Irish, Wm. M.
Ray. A . J . Q. Knowlton, I. W. Baird,
II. L. Alden, J. W. Gould, C. A.
Bucklin, H. A. Shorey and Wm. C.
Stetson.
187-1. Annual Communication,Jan.
2. Officers elected:
Cornelius T.
Hosiner, W. M.; John P. Wellmau, S.
W . ; Joseph W. Bowers, J. W . ; H . H.
Cleveland, Treas.; L. M. Keimiston,
Sec'y.; X. P . Beverage, S. D - ; F. M.
Young, J. D . ; A. J. Q. Knowlton, S.
S . ; C . A. Bucklin, J. S.; J. G. Mirick, Chap.; Wm. G. Adams, Mar.;
Joseph Perry, Agent; Wilder S. Irish,
Tyler. Installed Jan. 9, by R.W., R.
E. Paine, ^ h o had been appointed D.
D. G. M.
Jan. 30, District Deputy Paine made
his official visit to the Lodge.
May 1, it was voted to "donate our
old altar to the Temple of Honor
about to be established in this village."
June 26, the Lodge voted "that the
Treasurer of this Lodge be instructed
to forward the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) of the funds of Amity
Lodge, to the Grand Secretary of
Maine for the relief of our brethren
in Louisiana," who were suflering on

account of the great floods caused by
the overllow of the Mississippi river.
Aug. 22, a committee was again appointed to ascertain for what sum a
piece of land could be purchased in
the rear of the Masonic building, with
the view of enlarging said building.
Dec. 18, the Lodge contributed the
sum of ten dollars towards completing
the Washington National Monument.
B. II. Knowlton was received into
membership and the following raised
during the year: A. II. Knight, T.
C. Atwick, Samuel Q. Day, Ebcn F.
F. Bucklin, and Joseph B. Crane.
Chapter XIX.
Seventy-fifth Anniversary.
1875. At the Annual Communication held Jan. 15, 1875, the finance
committee reported that the funds o£
the Lodge had swelled to $969.09.
The officers elected for the ensuing
year were, C. T. Hosmer, W. M.; N.
P. Beverage, S. W.; B. II. Knowlton,
J. W.; II. 11. Cleveland, Treas.; F.
M. Richards, Sec'y.; A . J . Q. Knowlton, S. I ) . ; T. C. Atwick, J. D . ; I. W.
Baird, S. S.; W. F. Hall, J. S.; W. G.
Adams, Mar.; J. G. Mirick, Chap.;
Joseph Perry, Agent; D. A. Wheeler,
Tyler. These officers were publicly in
stalled Jan. 29, by Past Master Joseph
Perry.
March 12, D. D. G. M. Paine
again made his official visit to the
Lodge,and on Nov. 12,he again visited
the Lodge in the same capacity.
Dec. 12, the agent was, instructed to
procure a sign-board with the words
"Masonic Hall" painted on it,and place
it upon the building. Dec. 19, the
Lodge attended the funeral of J. W.
Simonton who was buried with Masonic honors.
Charles II. Hemingway was the only
brother raised to the sublime degree
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of a Master Mason during the year.
1876. The officers this year were
elected Jan. 7, and installed Jan. 21,
by P. M., T. R. Simonton. They were
C. T. Ilosmer, W. M . ; N . P. Beverage, S. W . ; T. U. Atwick, J. W.; II.
II. Cleveland, Treas.; F. M.Richards,
Sec'y.; A. J. Q. Knowlton, S. D . ;
Willis Young, J. D . ; W. P. Hall, S.
S.; II. G. Fuller, J. S.; J. G. Mirick,
Chap.; "W. G. Adams, Mar.; Joseph
Perry, Agent, and D. A. Wheeler,
Tyler.
Feb. 4, it was voted that the Tyler
procure a lantern to hang at the entrance of the hall.
March 10 of this year was the seventy-fifth anniversary of the granting
of the charter to the brethren who
founded the Lodge and this being the
evening of the regular communication,
after the business of the meeting was
concluded the "W. M. informed the
Lodge that the remainder of the evening would be devoted to celebrating
the event and called upon Past Master
T. It. Simonton, who read extracts
from the ancient records of the Lodge
and delivered a short historical address
the following abstract of which we
find upon the record:
" I n his address he took us through
the dark ages when Masonry was considered a disgrace, and when a body
of Masons dare not be seen in the
street, and no man cared to proclaim
himself one on account of those who
had slandered the Order.
We, who
have never known what it is to be considered disgraced for belonging to a
body of Masons, can never know what
sad hearts those few carried in their
breasts, who met here for the purpose
of keeping the charter, when it seemed
as if there was no hope of Masonry
ever coining up again. But after a
time there was a change. The clouds

lifted and the sun of Masonry again
shone. He spoke of the good characters and the many good qualities of
the Masters who had presided over the
Lodge in years passed."
Remarks were made by J. G. Mirick, E. G. Knight, Joseph Perry and
others, anent which the record says:
"All of their remarks tended to show
the manner in which Masons were
made in those days when they were
young in Masonry; in those days it
was thought necessary to have a little
rum or brandy in the Lodge room,
when a Mason was made, but as time
passed it was not found necessary."
Mr. Simonton then read a Masonic
poem by David Barker, and the brethren adjourned to the engine hall where
refreshments were served.
On the twenty-fourth of May following which was the 75th anniversary
of the first meeting of the Lodge, a
special communication was called for
the purpose of celebrating that event,
and a goodly number of the members
assembling at the Lodge room various
brethren were called upon for remarks
and each responded in a happy and
appropriate manner. Among the speakers was the venerable Frederick Conway, who was made a Mason fifty-three
years before and from his remarks the
secretary took down the following
synopsis: " H e said, in looking his
past life over, the time seemed short,
made so, he thought, by many pleasant remembrances, and though there
were occasionally dark shadows over
the years that have past, they did not
last long, and the sun always soon
shone through the clouds that had concealed it. Masonry like the landscape
looked even brighter to him than in
the past. He said as he looked back
he could only think of one Mason beside himself then living, who was made
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as long as fifty-three years ago in old
Amity. He said he was very happy
to meet with the brethren. He thought
this would be the last time he would
ever enjoy that pleasure, but he would
often think of them and the pleasant
times he had enioyed here."
T. R. Simonlon then responded to a
call for an address, after which it was
voted that " B r o . Simonton write out
his address so that it may be recorded
and that a sufficient number of pages
in the records be reserved for that
purpose."
Following this, four pages were reserved in the record book and at the
head of the first is written, "The following pages are reserved for Bro. T.
R. Simonton's address that he was requested to write out that it might be
>pread upon the records."
Mr. Simonton evidently never wrote
out the address, for the pages are still
as blank as in 1876. It is not now too
late, however, to have tbem filled, as
Mr. Simonton is still alive and the
pages are still white and smooth, notwithstanding the two fires that the
book has passed through.
On June 24 of this year the Lodge
buried Elbridge G. Knight with Masonic honors.
The Lodge seemed now to have out
grown the quarters where it had met
for so many years and the brethren
began again after a period of over
sixty years to look about them for a
more commodious Lodge room. Camden Village Corporation was at that
time about to build a hall (old Megunticook Hall) and it was suggested that
perhaps the Corporation might be induced to build a suitable Lodge room
in the upper part of its proposed hall
building, so on Aug. 4, a committee
consisting of H.H.Cleveland, L. M.
Kenniston, T. C. Atwick, S. Q. Day

and W. G. Adams, was appointed "to
confer with the building committee of
the Corporation Hall in regard to a
hall of our own in said building," and
on Dec. 1, it was voted "that the sum
of thirty-five dollars be loaned the
building committee of the Camden
Village Hall, for the necessary alterations in said Hall," that sum being
needed to change the roof of the building from the original plan, so as to
make it suitable for a Lodge room to
be finished there, should the Lodge in
the future decide to have one so finished.
Raised daring the year: (J. II. Cleveland, John G. Trim, Henry Knight,
Jr., W. W. Perry, B. D. E. Huse.
1877. Jan. 19, D. D. G. M., C. D.
Smalley, made his official visit to the
Lodge. Jan. 26. was the date of the
Annual
Communication.
Officers
elected for the ensuing year were, N.
P. Beverage, W. M.; T. C. Atwick,
S. W.; L. M. Kenniston, T. VV.; II.
II. Cleveland, Treas.; F. M. Richards,
Sec'y.; J. G. Trim, S. D . ; Willis
Young, J. D . ; H. G. Fuller, S. S.;
W. C. Stetson, J. S.; VVm. G. Adams,
Mar.; J. G. Mirick, Chap.; Joseph
Perry, Agent, and O. I. Gould, Tyler.
The finance committee reported the
funds of the Lodge to amount to
$1280.95. t h e Lodge had a public installation one week later in conjunction with Keystone R. A. Chapter, T.
R. Simonton acting as installing officer.
Feb. 23, it was voted to call upon
the members in alphabetical order to
watch with sick brethren. On the same
evening a committee of three of the
oldest members of the Lodge were appointed to confer with a certain brother in regard to ti.e manner in which
he was conducting himself, this being
the first instance of snch a committee
being appointed by the Lodge for
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many years.
Ou March 24 and May 25 the Lodge
discussed the question of attending the
celebration of St. John's Day in Rockland and on the latter date it was voted
to do so. The celebration was largely
attended and proved a genuine success.
March 26, Warren Conant was buried by the Lodge, the funeral rites being performed.
At a communication held April 27,
the Lodge voted not to to hire rooms
over the village hall, and another committee was appointed to confer with
the owner of the land in the rear of
the Masonic building to ascertain if
the Lodge could purchase a piece and
for what price.
May 25th, that committee reported
and the Lodge voted to offer the sum
of three hundred dollars for a lot of
land ten feet wide adjoining the Masonic lot, and a right of way between
the Masonic and Hobbs buildings.
The bad conduct of certain brethren
seemed to culminate during this year,
for Dec. 14, the Lodge found itself
called upon to appoint, another committee to confer with another brother
concerning the manner in which he
had been conducting himself.
But one brother, O. I. Gould, was
raised this year, and C. W. Atkins of
Star in the East Lodge, was admitted
to membership.
1878. The Annual Communication
this year was held Jan. 18, at which
John P. Wellman was chosen W. M.
with the following associates in office;
T. C. Atwick, S. W.; F. M. Richards,
J. W . : H . H . Cleveland, Treas.; II.
G. Fuller, Sec'y.; J. G. Trim, S. D . ;
S. Q. Day, J. D . ; E. C. Moody, S. S.;
L . ' P . Ilarwood, J. S.; J. G. Mirick,
Chap.; C. T. Ilosmor, Mar.; Israel
Decrow, Agent; (). I. Gould, Tyler.
The installation took place Jan. 25,

P. M.,T. It. Siinonton officiating, previous to which on Jan. 20. the Lodge
buried William W. Benson with Masonic honors.
In February of this year, notwithstanding the Lodge had voted not to
have rooms in the village hall building,
it paid to the hall committee the sum
agreed upon for the alterations to the
roof of that building and took an obligation from the Corporation to pay the
same back to the Lodge should it or
any other body ever occupy rooms in
the building so that the Corporation
should receive an income therefrom.
April 26, District Deputy Sinalley
again visited the Lodge in his official
capacity.
May 4, the Lodge attended the funeral of E. C. Moody.
Sept. 20, Hie Lodge tried one of the
brethren whose conduct had offended
it, this being the first trial on the records of the Lodge since 1808. It was
a very elaborate affair and occupied
several pages of the records.
The
charges were that the brother was
guilty of drunkenness, and of being
an habitual drunkard.
Counsel were
appointed on both sides, the evidence
introduced and the case argued, after
which the Lodge voted on the charges
and the brother was expelled.
Nov. 24, the funeral rites of the order were performed over the remains
of W. C. Stetson.
Two Masons were admitted to membership this year, viz: Samuel Heal
and II. M. Bean, and W. S. Gould
was raised,
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Chapter XX.
Masonic Building Enlarged.
1879. Annual communication, Jan.
3. Officers elected: John P . AVellman, W. M.; T. C. Atwick, S. W . ; F.
M. Richards, J. W . ; II. II. Cleveland,
T r e a s . ; H . G. Fuller, Sec'y.; J . G.
Trim, S. D . ; S. Q. Day. J. D . ; L. P.
Harwood, S. S.; Benj. Crabtree, J. S.;
C. T. Hosmer, Mar.; Israel Decrow,
Agent; C. W. Atkins, Tyler; J. G.
Mirick, Chap. These officers were installed Jan. 17, by Past Master X. P.
Beverage.
D. D . G. M., A. M. Wetherbee
made his official visit, Feb. 28.
March 16, the brethren met to perform the last rites of masonry over the
remains of Isaiah Barbour who died in
Vinalhaven, March 13. The Lodge
marched to the wharf where they were
met by Moses "Webster Lodge in charge
of the remains.
Moses Webster
Lodge was then escorted to Megunticook Lower Hall where refreshments were served, previous to which
remarks were made by several brethren
of Amity Lodge expressing the gratitude of the Lodge to Moses Webster
Lodge for their generosity in assisting
Bro. Barbour in his last sickness and
in assisting Amity Lodge in conducting
the funeral services.
Bro. A. A.
Beaton %<- M. of Moses Webster
Lodge, responded and formally gave
the body of the departed brother into
the care of Amity Lodge.
The remains were afterwards escorted from
the wharf to the Baptist church where
the funeral services were held.
May 2, it was voted to attend the
celebration of St. John's day in Portland as a Lodge. At the same meeting it was voted to instruct the delegates to the Grand Lodge "to use all
lawful means to procure the appoint-

ment of Bro. George Roberts of Moses
Webster Lodge of Vinalhaven as District Deputy Grand Master."
Previous action taken by the Lodge
relative to purchasing land in the rear
of the building seems to have amounted
to nothing, as we find the Lodge on
May 2 of this year voting to appoint a
committee "to confer with Mrs. Fowler in regard to land back of the Hall;
also in regard to right of way between
the hall and Mr. Hobbs' store," and on
May 30, voting to instruct the Agent
"to purchase ten feet in the rear of
the Masonic lot for Two Hundred Dollars," and "to procure the money for
the payment of the land back of the
hall at the least possible percentage."
June 27,the Agent reported that he had
purchased the land as instructed, and
that the price paid was $200.00. Subsequently the Lodge began the enlargement of the building by placing an addition to the rear of the same upon the
land purchased. By so doing they increased the depth of the building, thus
making two very desirable stores, and
giving the Lodge a small banquet hall
on the second floor, adjoining the Lodge
room.
Nov. 28,the Lodge received the following communication from (lie Grand
Lodge announcing the death of the
Grand Treasurer: "Brethren:—It is
with sorrow that we announce to you
the death of our R. W Brother, Moses
Dodge, Grand Treasurer of (lie Grand
Lodge of Maine.
Bro. Dodge died at his home in Portland, on Saturday, October 18th, of
consumption, after an illness of some
months, in the sixty-seventh year of
his age.
He was first elected Treasurer of the
Grand Lodge in 1853, and held that
office continually to the day of his
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death.
UHAS. I . COLLAMOKE,

Grand Master."
This year Bro. A. M. Burton was accepted as a member and W. S. Gould
was raised to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason.
1880. Jan. 22, 1880, Rev. Winthrop O. Thomas a member of Aurora
Lodge, residing at Camden, was buried with Masonic honors, the Master of
Amity Lodge conducting the burial
ceremony at the request of the Master
of Aurora Lodge.
At the annual
communication,
Jan. 23, the following officers were
elected: Thomas C. Atwick, W. M.;
Fred M. Richards, S. W . ; John G.
Trim, J. VV.; II. H. Cleveland, Treas.;
L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; George H.
Cleveland, S. D . ; Edward Gleason, J.
D . ; J. C. Crane, S. S.; Henry Knight
Jr., J. S.; Charles P . Nash, Chap.; C.
T. Hosmer, Mar.; Israel Decrow,
Agent; Charles VV. Atkins, Tyler.
Jan. 30, R. W., George Roberts, D,
D. G. M., made his official visit to the
Lodge.
The public installation of the officers,
which was held Feb. 6, at the Bay
View hall, was a most interesting occasion. R. "VV., Charles P. Nash officiated as installing officer, Past Master T. 11. Simonton delivered an historical address, and an original poem
written by a member of the Lodge,
was read by Past Master L. M. Kenniston. The record says:
"One of
the most pleasing features of the evening was the presence of P . M., Frederick Conway, the last surviving member of that little band of nine that
stood by Amity Lodge during the
darkest days of Masonic gloom. lie
addressed the Lodge stating that it
always gave him much pleasure to
meet witli the brethren of 'Old Amity

Lodge,' having been a member for
fifty-seven years, and having passed
through many trying scenes with her.
He had witnessed the sun of Masonry
so nearly obscured, that it was almost
an impossibility to see the faintest ray
of light, yet it had come forth from
the gloom brighter and more glorious
than before."
Following the exercises the company
repaired to the dining room of tlie Bay
View where a sumptuous repast was
served, after which "some two hours
were passed in social enjoyment; the
harmony and good feeling that seemed
to prevail among the brethren and ladies made it an occasion long to be remembered."
March 26 of this year it was finally
decided to build the addition on the
rear of the building, two stories in .
height, and the Agent was instructed
to proceed with the same at once.
March 31, the Lodge attended the
funeral of Joshua Bramhall, the Masonic burial service being performed
at the cemetery.
Oct. 15, the agent reported that the
repairs and extension of the building
were complete and that the cost of the
sarae had been $574.18, which report
was accepted.
Raised during the year: J. H.
Montgomery and D. S. Martin. Bro.
A. VV. Smith was admitted to membership.
1881. This year the annual communication was held Jan. 18, and the
officers elected were Fred M. Richards,
W. M.; J. G. Trim, S. VV.; George II.
Cleveland, J. W . ; II. II. Cleveland,
Treas.; L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; C.
T. Hosmer, S. D . ; L . P. Ilarwood, J.
D . ; T. C. Atwick, S. S.; J. T. Robbins, J. S.; Charles P . Nash, Chap.;
Win. G. Adams, Mar.; Israel Decrow,
Agent; Charles "W. Atkins, Tyler.
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Feb. 2, these officers were publicly
installed by Past Master,C. T. Hosmer,
in conjunction with the officers of Keystone R. A. Chapter.
R. TV., George Roberts visited the
Lodge Feb. 25, in his official capacity
as D. D. G. M.
April 8, P . M., L. \ 1 . Kenniston
presented to the Lodge a book-case for
the Lodge library.
Nov. 4,the Lodge voted to authorize
the Treasurer " t o present our venerable
Bro. Frederick Conway, as a token of
t\ie esteem in which he is held by the
Brethren of Amity Lodge, the sum of
twenty dollars."
The funeral of Geo. TV. Thorndike
was held Dec. 28. when the Masonic
burial service was performed at the
cemetery.
Dec. 30, L. M. Kenniston was appointed historian to write the history
of the Lodge from 1870 to 1880, for
the Grand Lodge.
This year Rev. Bro. TV. R. Cross
was admitted to membership and F.
T. Phelps, W. E. Easton, F. G. Currier and T. A. Hunt were raised.
For several years preceding this
either the brethren had become hypercritical, or some one had forgotten that
it is un-Masonic to reject candidates
for trivial causes, for several leading
citizens of the town were refused admittaiire. A number of them, however, were afterwards accepted and
became valuable members of the
Lodge.
1882. Annual communication,Jan.
13. The same officers were elected
for the ensuing year as in 1881, except
that John T. Robbins was elected S.
S.; Forrest G. Currier, J . S. and N.
P. Beverage, Tyler, and on Jan 18,
they were again publicly installed in
conjunction with the officers of the
Chapter. The ceremony was this year

performed in Meguntieook Hall by
Past Master, Win. A. Barker of Aurora
Lodge.
March 2C, Samuel Ileal was buried
with Masonic honors, and June 2, the
same ceremonies were performed at
the funeral of R. \V., Rotheus E.
Paine. Nov. 10 the Lodge was again
called to perform the last sad rites at
the grave of Henry Knight and again
in solemn procession they followed to
their last resting place the remains of
their Brother,Joseph G. Miriek, where
the burial rites were performed.
Dee. 13, the Lodge had the pleasure
of listening to Rob Morris who addressed the brethren upon his travels
in the Holy Land, and recited extracts
from his Masonic poems.
This year and for several years following the attendance of the brethren
at the Lodge meetings was remarkably
good, especially at the stated meetings
and when there was work in the different degrees.
Thomas D. French was admitted to
membership this year, and the following were raised:
Frank L. Day, II.
C. Small, Peter Bohlin, J. TV. Hardy,
and O. \V. Stone.
A New Home.
1883. Officers elected at the annual
communication, Jan. 19, 1883: Gen.
II. Cleveland, \f. M.; John G. Trim,
S. TV.; C. T. Hosmer, J. W . ; II. II.
Cleveland, Treas.; L. M. Kenniston,
Sec'y.; Wallace E. Easton, 8. D . ;
Chas. \V. Atkins, J. D . ; II. C. Small,
S. S.; Peter Bohlin, J. S.; W. II.
Cross, Chap.; T. C. Atwick, Mar.; L.
P. Ilarwood, Agent; John T. Robbins,
Tyler. They were publicly installed
together with the officers of Keystone
R. A. Chapter in Megunticook Hall,
by Past Master, C. T. Hosmer on the
evening of Jan. 20.
After I he in-
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stallation ceremonies a turkey supper
was served in the lower hall.
The Lodge was now large and flourishing, the attendance was good and
the members and visiting brethren, especially when any important event
was to occur there, crowded the somewhat contracted space of "Amity
Hall" to its utmost capacity.
The
ante-rooms, too, were small, and the
officers found it exceedingly difficult to
confer the degrees in a proper and impressive manner. Besides, the hall
was in other respects inferior to the
modern requirements of so prosperous
a Lodge and the brethren determined,
at this time, to find more commodious
and elegant quarters. This year Messrs.
Johnson and Henry Knight had under
contemplation the erection of a large
wooden block on Mechanic street, on
the lot shortly before vacated by the
Methodist society in moving their
church to Washington street, and seeing here an opportunity to obtain a
better Lodge room, at a meeting held
March 23, they voted "that a committee of three be appointed by the W.
Master to confer with the Knight Bros,
and ascertain upon what conditions a
Hall could be obtained in a building
which they propose to erect" etc. This
committee consisting of Isaac Coombs,
J. P . Wellman and S. Q. Day, reported
April 20, piesenting the following
proposition which one week later it
was voted to accept:
"CAMDEN, M E . , Apr.

20,

1883.

The undersigned hereby agrees to
rent to Amity Lodge of Camden, the
second and third floors of a building
either of brick or wood to be built the
present year in said Camden according
to plans and specifications given to the
committee appointed by Amity Lodge,
for a term not less than fifteen years,
with the privilege to extend the time

to twenty years, for the sum of two
hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) per
year, he to reserve the two front rooms
on the second floor,
HENRY K N I G H T . "

A committee consisting of the first
three officers of the Lodge and J. II.
Montgomery, Isaac Coombs, I. W.
Sherman and S. Q. Day, was appointed
to confer with Mr. Knight and supervise the building of the now suite - of
rooms.
May 18, the Lodge appointed W. G.
Adams, J. II. Montgomery and G. H.
Cleveland a committee "to prepare and
arrange for an entertainment to be
tendered to Bro. Frederick Conway in
commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of his receiving the M. M. degree." The entertainment subsequently took place at Bro. Conway's home
and was a most successful and memorable occasion.
During the year three brethren were
buried with Masonic honors, viz:
James W. Scott, June 10, E. S. Keene
June 27, at North Appleton, and W.
B. Palmer, Oct. 12.
Dec. 7, the Lodge voted to release
Henry Knight from fulfilling the contract contained in his proposition to
build a hall for t i e Lodge, accepted by
the Lodge Apr. 27, and accepted a
similar proposition from his brother
Johnson Knight, the former having
withdrawn from the enterprise and
the later being about to carry it out
and complete the building.
This year A. C. Dunbar, a Master
Mason, was made a member of the
Lodge and the following were raised:
A, A. Shute, F. W. Conant, G. T.
Hodgman, G. A. Sweetland, F . II.
Calderwood, G. F. Porter and G. E.
Rollins.
1884. Jan. 11, the brethren assembled in annual communication and

G7

elected the following officers for the
ensuing year: Wm. G. Adams, W
M.; Isaac Cooinbs, 8. \Y.; Sain'l. Q.
Day, J . VV.; II. II. Cleveland, Treas.;
L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; Oscar W.
Stone, S. D ; Chas. W. Atkins, J. S.;
Geo. A. Sweetland, 8, S.; F . W. Conant, J. S.; Alex. C. Dunbar, Chap.;
T. C. Atwick, Mar.; George Burd,
Agent, and F. G. Currier, Tyler. They
were publicly installed Jan. 18,by Past
Master, Geo. II. Cleveland, in Megunticook Hall. Aft' r the ceremony Bro.
II. A. Philbrook of Rockland delivered
an interesting address, after which a
collation was served in the lower hall.
Feb. 15, K. W., Joseph O. Cobb, D.
D. G. M. paid his official visit to the
Lodge.
Apr. 4, Geo. II. Cleveland resigned
as chairman of the building committee,
and the W. M. (Wni. G. Adams) was
appointed in his stead.
This year also the Lodge was called
to mourn the loss by death of three
brethren who were buried with Masonic honors: E. C. Daniels, June 4,
Win. Merriam July 27, and Lot M.
Knowltou,Sept. 14.
July 4, the Lodge voted to rent the
new suite of rooms when completed to
Keystone Chapter for $50.00 per year.
Aug. 1, a committee consisting of
Wm. G. Adams, Isaac Coombs, G. L.
Follansbee and George Burd, was appointed to procure furnishings for the
new hall with instructions not to exceed in so doing, the sum of twelve
hundred dollars, and on Sept. 5, G. II.
Cleveland, F. M. Richards, F. M.
Young, C. T. Hosmer, S. Q. Day, T.
C. Atwick, O. W. Stone and II. C.
Small, were appointed a committee to
make arrangements for the dedication
of the new hall.
At last "all was finished" and on
Oct. 28 the new hall was dedicated

with the impressive ceremonies of the
Order. The following officers performed the dedicatory ceremonies:
Fessenden I. Day as Grand Master,
Thaddeus R. Simonton as Deputy
Grand Master, Edward L. Freeman as
Senior Grand Warden, Frederic Lewis
as Junior Grand Warden, A. M.
Wetherbee as Grand Treasurer, Herbert L. Shepherd as Grand Secretary,
George W. Glover as Architect, Cornelius T. Hosmer as Grand Senior
Deacon, Fred M. Richards as Grand
Jnnior Deacon, Israel Decrow as Grand
Senior Steward, John P. Wellman as
Grand Junior Steward, Fred D. Aldus as Grand Sword Bearer, Horace
Bnrbank, Grand Marshal, and W. C.
G. Carney, Assistant Grand Tyler,
The brethren had made this an occasion for extending their hospitality
to the Masons of this section, and hundreds of Masons and ladies sat down
to the hospitable board of Amity
Lodge this day, and few occasions in
the history of the Lodge are remembered with more pleasure than the
dedication of Amity's "first new hall."
Nov. 28, at the stated communication following the dedication, the various committees made reports, much
business was despatched and the brethren settled down to the use and enjoyment of their new home. On the same
evening a vote of thanks was passed
to the various societies in town that had
given the use of their halls on the day
of dedication and to the lady friends
of the Lodge for the beautiful Bible
presented by them, all of which was
ordered printed in the Camden HERALD.
Masons made during the year: M.
T. Crawford, J. A. Annis, W. A,.
Kirk, F . D. Crane, G. F. Hemingway,
Johnson Knight, VV. H. Pascal, Thaddeus Babbidge and Alonzo R. Williams.

1885. Annual communication Jan.
30. Officers elected: Isaac Coombs,
W. M . ; Samuel Q. Day, S. W . ; Oscar
W. Stone, J. W.; George Bnrd, Treas.;
L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; G. T. Hodgman, S. D . ; G. A. Sweetland, J. D . ;
F. W. Conant, S. S.; G. L. Thorndike, J. S,; A. C. Dunbar, Chap.; T.
C. Atwick, Mar.; Charles W. Atkins,
Tyler.
Feb. 6, the Lodge held a public installation in its new rooms. A large
company was present to listen to the
installation ceremony which was performed by Past Master, G. H. Cleveland, in an excellent manner, and
afterwards to partake of the sumptuous repast in the Lodge's new banquet
hall below.
Feb. 27, the Lodge was visited officially by R. W., Win. A. Barker, D.
D. G. M.
April 16, the Lodge performed the
Masonic burial ceremony at the grave
of Well man Hall in Mountain cemetery. Mr. Hall was a resident of Bangor, but a member of Aurora Lodge,
at whose request Amity Lodge performed said ceremony.
May 6, the Lodge performed the
last rites of the Order at the grave of
the venerable Bro. Frederick Conway,
and the remains of the last survivor
of the "immortal nine" were reverently deposited in their last resting place.
May 22,began a controversy between
Amity Lodge and Knox Lodge, So.
Thomaston,over the fees for conferring
the degrees upon a brother in Amity
Lodge,over whom Knox Lodge claimed
jurisdiction. Each Lodge insisted that
the brother was in his jurisdiction when
accepted and the matter seemed likely
to make serious trouble between the
two Lodges. After dragging along
for some time, however, the case was
compromised by Amity agreeing to
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pay to Knox one half of the fees received.
Sept. 18, R. W., H. L. Shepherd,
who had been appointed D. D. G. M.
in May, made an official visit to the
Lodge.
During the year the By-Laws had
been so changed that the Annual Communication should be held in October,
thus giving the Lodge two Annual
Communications this year, the second
one being held Oct. 23, when officers
were elected as follows: Samuel Q.
Day, W. M.; Oscar W. Stone, S. W.;
Joseph W. Bowers, J. W . ; George
Bard, Trpas.; L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.;
G. T. Hodgman, S. D . ; A. R. Williams, J. D . ; A. C. Dunbar, Chap.;
C. T. Hosmer, Mar.; F. W. Conant,
S. S.; J . ' E . McNamara, J. S.; G. A.
Sweetland, Tyler. They were publicly installed Oct. 30, by R. W., Isaac
Coombs, after which a banquet was
served as usual.
During the year the following were
raised: C . J . W e b b , G. L. Thorndike, Elden L. Jones, Reuel Robinson, C. W. Babb, E. C. Fletcher, E.
S. Rose and J. E. McNamara.
Chapter XXII.
"Tried As By Fire."
1886. Jan. 26, P. M., Isaac
Coombs, in behalf of Bro. Joseph T.
Conant presented to the Lodge a beautiful silver ice pitcher together with
goblets, salver and protector, all of
which the Lodge accepted and extended
to Bro. Conant a vote of thanks for
the same. It was also voted that a
suitable inscription be engraved upon
the pitcher, which was afterwards
done. Feb. 12, the following Past
Masters presented to the Lodge a marble top table, viz: George W. Glover,
Thaddeus R. Simonton, Fred Lewis,
Leander M. Kenniston, Harvey H.
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Cleveland, Cornelius T. Hosmer, John
P . Wellraan, Thomas C. Atwick,
Fred M. Richards, George H. Cleveland, "William G. Adams, Isaac Coombs
and Samuel Q. Day.
The annual communication was held
Oct. 8, and the following officers were
elected f<a- the ensuing year: Oscar W.
Stone, W. M.; J. W. Bowers, S. W.;
G. T. Hodgman, J. W . ; George Burd,
Treas.; L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; A.
R. Williams, S. D . ; E. S. Rose, J.
D . ; W. H. Eells, S. S.; G. L. Thorndike, J . S.; Reuel Robinson, Mar.,
Israel Decrow, Chap.; C. F . Hobbs,
Agent; G. A. Sweetland, Tyler.
The new hall was lighted by a gasolene plant situated in the basement of
the building. This at some times,gave
an excellent light and at others,the machine would not seem to properly
work and the light would be poor.
The difficulty became noticeable soon
after the dedication of the hall and although efforts were made to remedy it,
the lights continued to be a source of
trouble to the Lodge as long as it remained in the hall. The first we see
about the lights upon the records was
Nov. 5, of this year when the Lodge
voted to appoint a committee " t o confer with Bro. Johnson Knight and ascertain if we can have better lights for
our rooms than we have had for the
past season."
Nov. 26, R. W., H. L. Shepherd
again visited the Lodge in his official
capacity as D. D. G. M.
The officers elected Oct. 8, had not
as yet been installed,on account of the
illness of Dr. O. W. Stone the Worshipful Master elect. In December,
Dr. Stone's health continued feo bad
that he concluded that he would be unable to perform the duties of the office
to which he had been elected, and sent
his declination to the Lodge, which,on

December 10, voted to accept the same
and instructed the Secretary to request
of the Grand Master a Dispensation to
elect a W. M. and any other officers
who might decline to be installed.
On Dec. 17 the Lodge was convened
under the following dispensation:
"To the Officers and Members of
Amity Lodge, No. 6, Camden:
Permission is hereby granted your
Lodge to hold a special election of such
officers as were elected at yonr annual
communication and have since declined
to be installed. Such special election
to be held Friday, December 17, 1886.
FKSSENDEN I. DAY,

Grand Master."
At this meeting J. W. Bowers declined the office of S. W. to which he
had been elected, also W. H. Eells, S.
S. elect, G. L. Thorndike, J. S. elect
and G. A. Sweetland, Tyler elect, declined the several offices to which they
had been elected, and a new election
was held to fill the vacancies, with the
following result: Joseph W. Bowers,
W. M.; O. W. Stone, S. W.; Samuel
Q . D a y , S. S.; Isaac Coombs, J . S.
and Charles W. Atkins, Tyler.
Raised during the year, Chas. E.
Hal), Stephen Barker, J. B. Bickford,
Geo. L. Maker and William Smith.
1887. Jan. 7, 1887, the officers elect
were publicly installed by Past Master,
C. T. Hosmer, previous to which Israel Decrow, Chaplain elect, declined,
and John P . Wellman was elected in
his place.
March 17, the Lodge attended the
funeral of Stephen Barker, and performed the Masonic burial ceremony
at the cemetery.
During the winter of 1887, Henry
Knight erected another large wooden
building adjoining the one in which
the Masonic hall was situated and in
this new building Mt. Battie Lodge
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No. 102, I. O. O. F. had finished a
beautiful new Lodge room on the third
floor and a banquet hall on the second
floor adjoining the banquet hall of
Amity Lodge.
Between these two
banquet halls a door was cut, to enable
either body to use both rooms upon occasions when they had large companies
present, and April 8, the Lodge voted
lo tender the use of its rooms to Mt.
Battie Lodge on Tuesday, the 12th instant, which was the date of the dedication of the new Odd Fellows hall,
and the two Lodges used their rooms
interchangeably and harmoniously all
of the time that they continued to have
Lodge rooms in the same buildings.
The annual communication was held
Oct. 26, and officers were elected as
follows: Oscar W. Stone, W. M.; G.
T. Hodgman, S. W.; A. R. Williams,
J. W.; George Burd, Treas.; L. M.
Kenniston, Sec'y.; Reuel Robinson, S.
D . ; G. L. Thoriidike, J. D . ; William
Smith, S. S.; John E. McNamara, J.
S.; J. W. Bowers, Chap.; •Win. G.
Adams, Mar.; Chas.F. Ilobbs, Agent,
Wm. II. Eells, Tyler, and on Nov. 4,
they were publicly installed by Past
Master, C. T. Hosmer. The installation was followed by the usual banquet
in the banquet hall.
This year the Lodge, little thinking
that the same calamity was about to
befall it, sent ten dollars to Eastern
Lodge of Eastport to aid it in recovering from its loss sustained on account
of the great Eastport fire.
Nov. 25. Reuel Robinson in behalf
of William Smith, presented to the
Lodge a solid silver square and compasses for the use of Amity Lodge and
Keystone Chapter, for which gift the
Lodge extended a vote of thanks to
Bro. Smith.
Dec. 27, Geo. W. Knight was buried
with Masonic honors.

Masons made during the year: Isaac
M. Strong, W. V. Farnsworth, W. F.
Bisbee, Charles A. Wilson, Eugene M.
Clark and William Kent.
1888. During the past year at almost half of the stated communications
the matter of the lights of the hall
came up in one form or another, but
no satisfactory adjustment of the
trouble had yet been reached. Keystone Chapter and Mt. Battie Lodge
I. O. O. F . (which was lighted
from the same plant and had experiienced the same difficulty)had previous
to this time appointed committees to
confer with the owners of the buildings
about the matter, and Jan. 27, the W.
M. was directed to confer with the
two other bodies concerning the offer
of Mr. Knight, tendering the use of
the machine for manufacturing gas
for lighting the halls to the Lodges.
On Feb. 24 the W. M. reported that
he had made arrangements for lighting
the hall. How these arrangements
would have succeeded in accomplishing the desired object, was never known
for the Lodge was not destined to occupy its hall long enough to ascertain.
March 2, a large compauy of the
members, and visiting brethren from
King David's,St. Paul's and nine other
Lodges, met to witness work on the
Third Degree and be present at the
official visitation of R. W., Albert I.
Mather, D. D. G. M. This was the
last meeting that Amity Lodge ever
held in that hall, and the candidate
raised was Bro. Herbert W. Currier,
On the night of March 13, the building in which the hall was located, together with the adjoining one in which
was the fine new hall of the Odd Fellows, was totally destroyed.
The
brethren could do nothing to save their
property and could only stand sadly by
and see all of whicn they had been so
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proud, go down before the breath of
the destroying element. Their frescoed walls, their decorated ceiling,
their "starry canopy," their expensive
carpet and elegant furniture, their library and jewels,and worst of all,their
relics of olden times,were swept away
in an hour. Concerning this fire we
find the following upon the records:
'•The last communication of Amity
Lodge in its hall w;i« held March 2,
1888.
On March 13, 1888, it was burned
to the ground together with the new
Odd Fellows' Hall in the adjoining
building, the fine stores, offices, and
one other building, all being the property of Bros. Johnson and Henry
Knight.
The fire was a mysterious one breaking out in a store in the centre of the
building at 11 o'clock P . M. and
spreading with such rapidity that in
less than one hour nothing but ashes
and a few smouldering ruins marked
the spot where two large and handsome wooden structures had stood.
With sad hearts the brethren saw their
beautiful Masonic home and its contents which had been their especial
pride for the past few years, melt
away before their eyes, unable to enter that home to save any of the relics
of the past which were so highly
prized by the brethren for the associations connected with them and the
antiquity of many among them—the
Charter issued by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, March 10, 1801, the
Holy Writings which had lain upon our
Altar for more than eighty years, the
Book of Constitution printed previous
to the year 1800, and which had been
the property of the Lodge for more
than eighty-five years, the Library
which can never be replaced in the
original, and many other tilings that

were as deservedly cherished. Happily the records were saved, only the
bindings being damaged.
The most
of the jewels, however, were afterwards picked out of the ruins, repolished, some three or four new ones
made to match the old, and they are
now used by the Lodge.
The whole loss of Amity Lodge over
and above the insurance was fourteen
hundred dollars."
Chapter XXIII.
"The Second Temple.'
1888. After the fire the brethren at
once began to cast about for quarters
in which to hold their meetings, and
after having several informal meetings in the small hall in B. F. Adams'
building it was decided to go into the
hall in the third story of the Camden
National Bank building, which the
Odd Fellows had vacated when they
went into their own new hall. The
Chapter and Odd Fellows also went
into the same hall.
The first meeting in the Bank Building Hall was held April 20, when a
communication was received from F.
W Andrews, VV. M. of St. Paul's
Lodge, expressing sympathy for Amity's loss, and enclosing a check for
Fifty Dollars from St. Paul's Lodge,
which was accepted and a vote of
thanks to St. Paul's Lodge was passed.
In no wise discouraged the brethren
began at once to consider ways and
means of procuring a new hall and on
April 20, the Lodge voted "that the
first officers of the Lodge be a committee to confer with Bro. Johnson
Knight in regard to a hall and to report
a t a meeting to be convened one week
from tonight." The committee did
not make much progress during the
week and at the meeting Apr. 27, they
were instructed to confer with any
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person or persons who might be contemplating building a block and report
at the next stated communication. At
the same meeting a vote of thanks for
the gift of a beautiful gavel was extended to the following Past Masters
of St. Paul's Lodge:
Philander J.
Carleton, William II. Washburn, John
W. Buzzell, James C. Jordan, Robert
II. Carey, J. Frank Morton, Andrew
J. Morton, Herbert L. Shepherd,
Perez B. Cooper, William B. Merriam,
Charles A. McAllister and Fred W.
Andrews.
June 1, the committee appointed to
see about a new hall reported and the
Lodge voted to "accept the proposition of Bro. Johnson Knight to furnish
a suite of rooms for our use, with a
banquet hall to be used jointly with
Mt. Battie Lodge No. 102, I. O. (). F.
in a building to be built of brick, at a
yearly rental of two hundred and
fifty dollars (S250.00)." At the same
meeting the first three officers of the
Lodge together with F. M. Richards,
L. M. Kenniston and C. F. Hobbs
were made a committee to supervise
finishing the hall and leasing the same
for a term of years.
At the annual communication held
Oct. 19, the same officers were reelected for another year with the exception of J. D., Geo. A. Sweetland
being elected to that office to succeed
Geo. L. Thorndike.
These officers
were installed Oct. 26, by R. W., Leander M. Kenniston, Senior Grand
Warden of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
he having been elected to that office at
the session of the Grand Lodge held at
Portland the May before.
Dec. 4, the Lodge
last rites of the Order
of James W. Hardy.
The construction of
block being built by

performed the
at the funeral
the large brick
Johnson Knight

was now so far along and the new
hall so near completion,that (he brethren began to think of getting ready to
furnish it and on Dec. 14, it was voted
" that our building committee be empowered to act as purchasing, furnishing and decorating committee, and that
Bro. Edward Gleason be added to that
committee in place of Bro. A. R. Williams who is away from home." This
committee attended well to its duties
and tiie result was the tasteful decoration of the Lodge room by the skillful
hand of Willis E. Carleton, and rooms
more elaborately and elegantly furnished than even the rooms that had
been destroyed by the fire.
Raised during the year: Whitney S.
Pierson, H. W. Currier and Augustine
F. Miller.
1889. Feb. 15, the following communication was received from Keystone R. A. Chapter; "Voted that
Keystone R. A. Chapter loan Amity
Lodge the sum of two hundred dollars
for one year without interest."
This
loan was accepted and a vote of thanks
tendered the Chapter for its offer. At
the same meeting the Treasurer was
instructed to procure by loan the money that might be needed to furnish the
new hall after exhausting the available
funds of the Lodge.
During the winter the finishing and
furnishing of the new hall went merrily on and in the first of April it was
ready for occupancy. The building in
which it was located was a magnificent
three story brick block, which covered
the site of the two large wooden buildings burned. The third floor was occupied by the rooms of Amity Lodge
and Mt. Battie Lodge I. O. O. F. with
a fine banquet hall on the same floor,
between the two. The rooms of both
of these Lodges were among the best
in the State. They were heated by
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steam and lighted by electricity from
a plant located in the basement of the
building. Besides the halls of the two
societies the building contained four
large stores and several fine offices and
was one of the largest and finest business blocks in this section of the State.
On account of its loss by the fire and
the expense of fitting up the new hall
the Lodge decided not to have a regular dedication but in place thereof, to
have au "opening" of the hall and a
reception to which the friends of the
Lodge were to be invited, the same to
be followed by a banquet. This "opening" occurred on the evening of April
11, concerning which we quote the
following from the records:
"About three hundred Masons and
ladies met and after prayer by Bro. A.
Church, our W. Master (O. W. Stone)
gave a brief history of Amity Lodge
since the burning of our Hall on the
night of March 13, 1888, to the present evening. He spoke of the sadness
expressed by the brethren on account
of their loss; of meeting i.i another
hall to contemplate upon the best
course to pursue in procuring and
furnishing a suitable Hall in which to
meet, and of the success of our endeavors, and asked for a candid and charitable criticism upon our labors.
Bro. J. H. Montgomery responded
with short but eloquent remarks, portraying in vivid language the beauties
of our new home, and asking for a
long continuance of its use, and the
kindly dealings of the Great I Am.
Bro. Iteuel Robinson gave a synopsis of our rising phoenix-like,from the
ashes of our first Temple to a second
better and more beautiful Temple,
comparing them briefly with the Temples erected at Jerusalem.
The exercises were interspersed with
very fine instrumental music by Stud-

ley's orchestra. A banquet followed,
after which we returned to the Lodge
room where an hour or two were
passed in social intercourse."
Mt. Baltic Lodge threw open its
rooms for the use of Amity Lodge on
this occasion, and the two Lodges continued to use each other's rooms on
special occasions as in the other buildings.
April 12, a very large number of the
members of Amity and many neighboring Lodges assembled in the new
hall to witness the raising of Geo. A.
Decrow and Henry L. Maker, and listen to the remarks and criticisms of
the D. D. G. M., It. W., Albert I.
Mather.
June 5, P . M., Harvey II. Cleveland was buried by the Lodge with
Masonic honors.
July 5, Bro. Thomas B. Wood, in
behalf of his son Ephraim B. Wood
of Boston, presented to Amily Lodge
and Mt. Battie Lodge jointly,a beautiful upright Everett piano.
The VV.
M. responded, thanking him for the
gift and trusting that the good feeling
and fellowship that now exist between
the members of the two organizations
will always continue.
July 10, Isaac M. Strong was buried
with Masonic honors.
July 12, the Lodge voted "that our
W. M. appoint a committee to make
arrangements about enlarging the
lot in Mountain Cemetery in which R.
W. Bro. Jonas Wheeler was buried,
and putting the same in a "proper and
tasty condition."
At the annual communication held
Oct. 4, the following officers were
elected: Geo. T. Ilodginan, W. M.;
Reuel Robinson, S. \V.; Geo. L. Thorndike, J. W . ; (ieorge Burd, Treas.; L.
M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; O. I. Gould, S.
'!>.; C. A. Wilson, J. I ) . ; Chas. W.
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Atkins, Mar.; G. A. Poole, 8. 8.;
John E.McNamara,J.S.; Wrc.II.Eells,
Tyler; C. F. Hobbs,Agent. They were
publicly installed Oct. 11, by R. W-,
Oscar W. Stone, the ceremonies being
followed by a banquet.
Oct. 30, the Lodge performed the
Masonic burial rites at tlie grave of
Israel Decrow in Mountain Cemetery.
Raised during the year: Geo. B.
Ludwig, Nathaniel Crooker, E. C. Higgins, Geo. A. Decrow, Henry L. Maker, Granville A. Poole and C. E. Elliot. Bro. M. K. St. Clair was admitted to membership.
1890. April 11, acting D. D. G. M.,
J. Fred Hall, made an official visit to
the Lodge,he having been appointed to
perform the duties of D. D. G. M.,
Jlilliard W. Robinson of Warren who
was unable to attend to them on account of sickness. The death of the
District Deputy followed in a few
months, the Lodge receiving official
notice of the same Sept. 26.
Annual Communication, Oct. 24.
Officers elected for the ensuing year:
Reuel Robinson, W. M.; Orris I.
Gould, S. W.; Geo. L. Thorndike, J.
W . ; George Bard, Treas.; L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; Chas. A. Wilson, S.
D . ; Geo. O. Littlefield, J. D . ; O. A.
Barbour, S. S.; John J. Paul, J. S.;
G. A. Poole, Chap.; Alden Miller Jr.,
Mar.; CI.as. F. Hobbs, Agent; "Wm.
II. Eells, Tyler.
These officers were installed Oct. 31
by R. W., J. Fred Hall of Aurora
Lodge. The installation was public
and the usual banquet and social intercourse followed.
Nov. 13,the Lodge attended the funeral of Bro. William Smith. The funeral service of the Order was performed at the house and the next day
the remains were taken to St. George
for burial accompanied by Bros, Reuel

Uobinson, Orris I. Gould, George
Burd and Charles F. Hobbs.
This year the following were raised:
John J. Paul, O. A. Barbour, A. R.
Leadbetter, Geo. C. Parker, Geo. O.
Littlefield, E. F. Dearborn, C. D.
Wadsworth, "W. C. Howe, Henry D.
Storey and Geo. C. Melvin.
Chapter XXIV.
The Conflagration.

1891. Jan. 16, R. W., Mark D.
Ames, D. D. G. M., made his official
visit to the Lodge. The attendance of
members and visiting brethren was
very large as it had been on similiar
occasions for several years past.
March 20, the committee previously
appointed to put the Masonic lot in
the cemetery in proper condition, was
instructed to have the same graded.
April 24,the Secretary was instructed
to ascertain in the future,the time and
place of the birth of each applicant for
admission to the Lodge.
Oct. 2, R. W., L. M. Kenniston announced the death of our venerable
Grand Secretary, Ira Berry, at the age
of 90 years.
Oct. 16 was this year the date of
the annual communication.
The officers elected at this meeting were as
follows:
Orris I. Gould, W. M.;
Ohas. A. Wilson, S. W . ; Wallace E.
Easton, J. W . ; George Burd, Treas.;
L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; Henry L.
Maker, S. D . ; O. A. Barbour, J . D . ;
W.C. Howe, S. S.; A. A. Shute, J.
S; G. A. Poole, Chap.; Alden Miller
Jr., Mar.; C. F. Hobbs, Agent; Wm.
H. Eells, Tyler.
At this communication the Lodge
received from the Grand Master the
following official notice of the diath of
Grand Secretary, Ira Berry:
"To the several Lodges of F. and A.
Masons in Maine, and the craft uni-

75
versal:
'What man is lie that liveth and
shall not see death?'
Our venerable Grand Secretary,
Bro. Ira Berry, died in Portland,Sept.
20, aged ninety years. Since 1856 he
has with scrupulous fidelity, held the
important position of Recording Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Maine.
Few men attain his age, few hold
an official position of such trust for so
many successive terms.
Few masons
in this or in sister jurisdictions have
been more widely known. Thousands
who had not a personal acquaintance
with him were yet familiar with his
clear cut autograph, typical of a simplicity and beauty of life, which has
continued so far beyond 'the length of
days' appointed for man's existence.
Unassuming in demeanor, social yet
methodical in his habits, genial and
cheerful in his nature, possessing exquisite tastes and sympathies, his heart
seemed 'never to grow old', for—
'Grains of golden wisdom and kind deeds
Heaped not the threshing floor alone—
But scattered all along life's sunny road.'

May his memory be kindly cherished
by the Fraternity.
He was buried September 23, the
M. W. Grand Lodge having been convened in special communication for
that purpose. Other Masonic bodies
also showed a fitting tribute of respect
and esteem.
I have appointed as Acting Grand
Secretary of the Grand Lodge, Bro.
Stephen Berry, whose services as Assistant <?s-and Secretary, have, during
the past years, been so faithfully rendered, and we doubt not, appreciated
by the craft.
HENRY R. TAYLOR,

Grand Master."
Oct. 23, the officers elected at the
annual communication were publicly

installed by Past Master, C.T. Ilosmer.
Nov. 13, the Lodge did a very fortunate thing in instructing a committee
of the brethren, to purchase a safe for
the use of the Lodge, and at about the
same time at the request of the Lodge
a fire escape was placed upon the rear
of the building.
There was a large amount of work
during the year, the following being
raised: Nathan II. Ilosmer, John W.
Mason, Albert Martz, Errokl E. Hosmer, Eugene G. Young, E. Fenno
Heath, Stephen G. Ritterbush, "Wallace F . Kellar, Gideon Tower, Fred
K. Allen, Charles W. Clifford, Sidney
A. Tilden, Ephraim G. "Wiley.
1892. The year of the "big fire"
dawned bright for Amity Lodge. Work
was plenty, the attendance was good,
and the members had never shown
greater zeal and interest for the prosperity of the Lodge and the success of
the principles and work of Masonry.
Feb. 10, the Lodge buried with Masonic honors, Capt. Joseph T. Conant.
April 8, Rev. Bro. L. D. Evans delivered a very interesting address to
the Lodge, and on April 22, Bro. O.
II. Fernald '-addressed the Lodge in
a very intelligent and
instructive
manner, portraying in vivid language
the beauties and benefits he had found
within the Mystic Tie."
May 6, the Lodge voted to instruct
the Treasurer "to forward to the
Treasurer of St. Paul's Lodge F. & A.
M. Rockport, the sum of fifty dollars,"
to assist them in the expenses incident
to their going into their beautiful
new hall in Carleton block.
This
money sent to St. Paul's Lodge was,
as will hereafter be seen, "bread cast
upon the waters'' of Masonic charity
and good will.
August 26, the Lodge performed
the burial ceremony of the Order at
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the grave of Lyman P. Ilarwood in
the cemetery at Hope Corner.
The annual communication was this
year held Sept. 30, there being no
stated communication in October. The
officers elected were, Orris I. Gould,
W M.; 0. A. Wilson, 8. W . ; H. L.
Maker, J. W.; George Burd, Treas.;
L. M.Kenniston, Sec'y.; W. V. Farnsworth, S. D . ; W. C. Howe, J. D . ;
Geo. F . Porter, S. S.; II. D. Storey,
J. S.; Chas. C. Phelan, Chap.; Alden
Miller Jr., Mar.; C. F. Hobbs, Agent;
W. II. Eells, Tyler. They were publicly installed Oct. 7, by 11. W., Reuel
Robinson. The installation ceremonies
were preceded by a banquet and followed by the usual social enjoyment by
the brethren and ladies in the beautiful rooms of Amity and Mt. Battie
Lodges, the latter being as usual
thrown open for the use of the Masons. Those present had no thought
that thes ; rooms would never again be
opened for a similiar occasion.
On the morning of Nov. 10, at about
one o'clock, the wild cry of "fire"
rang through our quiet streets, and our
people were aroused from their dreams
to behold the upper portion of the tall
Cleveland block on the east side of
Main street, wrapped in flames fanned
by a terrific wind blowing in from the
bay, and to realize that no earthly power could avert the impending destruction of the business portion of the
town. The flames leaped across Main
street and attacked the old Masonic
building opposite, Ovvned by Amity
Lodge, and swept it away together
with all the buildings on that side of
the street and the east side of Mechanic street to Megunticook river. "With
eager arms the flames reached across
Mechanic street and seized in their destroying grasp the beautiful brick structure in which were located the Masonic

and Odd Fellows' halls and in a few
brief moments it crumbled to ruins in
their embrace. The Methodist Church,
Megunticook Hall, and all the buildings on Elm and Mechanic streets and
all but one on Washington street south
of the river and east of Mr. "W. A. L.
Rawson's house, were destroyed, the
flames being overcome at last, by the
firemen, in the gray of the morning, in
the house of Dr. S. Tibbetts.
So fierce was the conflagration that
the brethren had no opportunity to
save any of their property with the
exception of the jewels which two of
the members, Chas. A.Wilson and W.
H. Eells, secured by climbing up the
fire escape in the rear and thus entering the Lodge room. Having secured
the jewels, the flames were so close
upon them that they were at once
forced to retreat in order to make good
their escape. The Odd Fellows saved
nothing, their hall being on the side of
the building that the flames reached
first.
Both Lodges, however, profiting by
their experience, had placed a fair
amount of insurance upon their personal property as also had Keystone
R. A.Chapter,so that their actual losses
were somewhat less than in the previous fire. The old building on Main
street containing "Amity Hall" where
the brethren had met for so many
years in the past, was also fairly insured.
With saddened hearts the brethren
of Amity Lodge bowed beneath this
second dispensation of Providence,
but the blow was somewhat deadened
by the general feeling of sadness that
pervaded all hearts at the public calamity that had been visited upon the
people of the whole town in the loss
of nearly all the business portion of the
village.
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Saddened though they were, twice
cast down though they had been, as if
stricken by the hand of the Almighty,
nevertheless, the members of Amity
Lodge were not even now discouraged.
They met the evening following the
day of the fire in Bank Building Hall,
and began at once to look their situation in the face and make plans for the
future. That evening the Lodge received a communication from St. Pain's
Lodge, tendering to Amity Lodge the
use of its hall, which was accepted until some new regalia,paraphernalia etc.,
could be obtained, and on Nov. 18, the
Lodge held a meeting at Rock port under the following dispensation from
the Grand Master, viz:
"To the W.M., Wardens and Brethren of Amity Lodge, No. 6, F. & A.
M., Camden, Me.
Dispensation is hereby granted you
to hold the meetings of Amity Lodge
in the hall of St. Paul's Lodge, Rockport, until the necessity for so doing
shall cease. In heartfelt sincerity I
commiserate your misfortune.
Truly and Fraternally Yours,
HENRY R. TAYLOR,

Grand Master."
Nov. 25, R. "W., Levi Morse, I). D.
G. M., visited the Lodge in his official
capacity at a communication held in
St. Paul's hall. In his remarks the
District Deputy spoke feelingly of the
loss which Amity Lodge had sustained
by the great conflagration, and expressed the hope that in the near future it would be in possession of
another fine hall, in response to which
appropriate remarks were made by
Reuel Robinson, Isaac Coombs, and
F. M. Richards.
Amity Lodge did not hold many
meetings at Rockport, for ere long it
found itself able to hold its meetings
in the Bank Building hall to which it

had fled in common with Keystone
Chapter, Ml. Battie Lodge, I.O. (). F.,
Geo. S. Cobb Post,G. A. U. and other
societies of the village, so that the hall
was occupied every evening each week.
Chapter XXV.
Masonic Temple.
1892. As soon as the smoke of the
conflagration had rolled away the people of Camden began at once to consider
the question of replacing the buildings
burned with better and more substantial ones. Among them Amity Lodge,
which had been so influential an institution in ''old Camden," determined
to place the stamp of its energy, and
public spiritedness, upon the "new
Camden" that was about to rise from
the ashes, and as soon as it had become
settled in its temporary quarters, the
brethren began to discuss (he question
of building a new building that should
be an honor to the Fraternity. This
discussion was continued through the
dismal winter which followed, and (he
result of those deliberations was the
magnificent "Masonic Temple" which
stands on Main street on the site of the
old "Amity Hall" building.
The first action in the direction of a
new building was taken by the Lodge
at a meeting held Dec. 2, 1892, when
Isaac Coombs, George Bind, F. M.
Richards, S. G. Ritterbush and Iteuel
Robinson were appointed a committee
"to take into consideration the matter
of purchasing a lot or addition to our
lot of land, and the advisability of
building a block thereon."
Dec. 30, the Lodge was the recipient
of a valuable present from M. VV.,
Edward L. Freeman, Past Grand Master of Rhode Island, consisting of a
beautiful set of silver working tools,
which the brethren voted to accept and
to tender the sincere thanks of the
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Lodge to Bro. Freeman for the beautiful gift.
During the year three Master Masons
were admitted as members, viz: F.
K. Shaw, F. A. D. Singhi and N. D.
Gould. The following Masons were
made: Chas. I. Wiley, Chas. C. Phelan, Frank O. Clark, John K. Hooper,
James R. Small, Willis F. Hart, E.
E. Boynton, Elwin H. Libby and Ferdinand I. Coombs.
1893. Jan. ]4, the Lodge buried
Past Master, Samuel Q. Day with Masonic honors.
Jan. 27, the Lodge in furtherance of
its plan to build a building, accepted
the report of the committee appointed
Dec. 2, to consider the advisability of
purchasing additional land, recommending the purchase of -'the lot
owned by Bros. C. F. Hobbs and G.
L. Follansbee, adjoining the lot of
Amity Lodge, at a price not to exceed
$3200.00,'' and appointed a committee
consisting of F. M. Richards, Reuel
Robinson, H. M. Bean, W. H. Pascal,
L. M. Kenniston and S. G. Ritterbush
"to procure plans and estimates for a
building that the Lodge may wish to
build and report at the next stated
communication." Shortly afterwards
the Hobbs-Follansbee lot was purchased.
Intending that the building should
be a good one and not yet having decided by what method it should be
built the Legislature, which was then
in session, was petitioned to so amend
the act of incorporation that the Lodge
might hold real and personal estate to
the amount of twenty-five thousand
dollars each, which petition was granted
Feb. 25, the Lodge performed the
funeral service of the Order at the
Congregational church over the remains of Past Master, Thomas C. Atwick.

Fob. 24. the Lodge finally decided
that the proposed Masonic Temple
co ild be most conveniently built by
forming a stock company, the stockholders of said company to consist, if
possible, wholly of members of the
Fraternity, and a committee consisting
of F. M. Richards. Reuel Robinson, II.
M. Bean and W. H. Pascal was appointed with authority "to form a
stock company for the purpose of
building a block on the lot now owned
by Amity Lodge." The committee
was also authorized "to bond the land
owned by T. M. Hopkins and bounded
by land of Amity Lodge, land of E. C.
Fletcher, the river, land of the estate
of E. G. Knight, and the rear of said
Hopkins' land on which his building
now stands, for such time as they
think best," and on March 3, the committee reported that the land had been
bonded until May 15, 1893.
At the
same meeting E. C. Fletcher and M.
T. Crawford were added to the committee to form a stock company. This
committee was successful in securing
subscriptions for stock in the proposed
corporation and on April 4, the incorporators met at the office of Reuel
Robinson Esq., and organized by choosing officers, adopting by-laws, etc.
The certificate of organization was approved April 6, and the new corporation at once proceeded to the business
for which it had been organized viz:
the erection of a Masonic Temple.
The name adopted by the corporation was "Camden Masonic Temple
Association",its-capital stock was fixed
at $50,000, and the officers elected at
the first meeting were: J. F. Stetson,
President; Reuel Robinson, Secretary
and Treasurer; and J. F. Stetson, H.
J. Hemingway, John Wiley, E. C.
Fletcher, Geo. W. Glover, S. G. Ritterbush, Reuel Robinson and F. M.
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Richards, Directors.
The stock company having been
formed, the Lodge voted at a meeting
held April 28, "to sell the Camden
Masonic Temple Ass'n., the lot now
owned by Amity Lodge, for the sum
of five thousand five hundred dollars,
also the interest of said Lodge in the
lot bonded of T. M. Hopkins, for one
hundred dollars and execute the necessary deeds." At the same meeting i f
was voted to instruct the Treasurer'-to
purchase four thousand five hundred
dollars of the stock of the Camden
Masonic Temple Association." These
votes were carried into effect at once.
In the meantime the Camden Masonic
Temple Ass'n., had accepted plans and
specifications drawn by architect E. E.
Lewis of Gardiner, Maine, and had
employed S. G. Ritterbush to "supertend the work" of "building the Temple," which was prosecuted with vigor
during the following summer and autumn, and was completed with the exception of finishing and decorating the
rooms of Amity Lodge, before the end
of the year.
At the meeting held April 28, the
Lodge also appointed a building committee consisting of O. I. Gould, Geo.
Bard and L. M. Kenniston, to superintend the arrangements of the rooms
for Amity Lodge on the third floor of
the Temple building.
July 15, the Lodge performed the
burial rites of Freemasonry at the
grave of Andrew Annis.
Ang. 25, the Lodge appointed as a
committee to furnish the rooms of the
Lodge in the new Masonic Temp!e, the
same brethren who were serving as a
building committee.
At the annual communication held
Oct. 20, the following officers were
elected for the ensuing year: Charles
A. Wilson, W. M . ; Henry L. Maker,

S. W . ; Wallace E. Easton, J. W.;
George Burd, Treas.; L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; Will V. Farnsworth, S.
D . ; Willard C. Howe, J. U . ; Alden
Miller, Jr., Mar.; Charles C. Phelan,
Chap.; C. T. Hosmcr, Agent; James
R. Small, S. S.; Henry D. Storey, T.
S.; Geo. A. Sweetland, Tyler.
Oct. 28, these officers were installed
by R. \ \ \ , Reuel Robinson.
The "Masonic Temple" has a frontage on Main street of eighty-six feet
and a depth of sixty feet. It was huilt
of brick and terra cotta with pressed
brick front. It contains four large
and elegant stores on the first floor
each store having fine pla,te glass show
windows. The second floor is devoted
to offices while the entire third floor
and attic are occupied by the rooms of
Amity Lodge which are sub-rented to
Keystone R. A. Chapter.
The Lodge room, which is a model
of taste and beauty and superior to either of the two Lodge rooms destroyed,
is located in the southerly end of the
building directly over where old "Amity Hall" used to stand.
The anterooms, reception rooms, preparation
rooms etc., for both the Lodge and
Chapter are commodious and convenient. The entire northerly end of
the the third floor is occupied by the
spacious banquet hall to which is attached a large "kitchen"fitted up, with
all necessary furniture, dishes and
culinary articles.
The Lodge room is finished in oak
and was tastefully decorated by Willis E. Carleton. It is furnished in a
most luxurious manner, heated by
steam, lighted by electricity, supplied
with Mirror Lake water and furnished
throughout with all the modern conveniences. The same can also be said
of the whole building, which was completed at a cost of over $30,000.00 and
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is one of the most beautiful and substantial blocks in the county of Knox.
Although the other tenants of the
building were able to occnpy their several stores and offices in December,
1893, the Masonic bodies continued to
hold their meeting in the Bank Building until the following February.
During the year, notwithstanding
the difficulties to be met by the Lodge
being in inconvenient quarters and
other business to be performed, a considerable amount of work was done
in conferring the degrees, and four
brethren were raised, viz: Harry O.
Hatch, Charles C. Wood, Fred A.
Packard and..Edward R. Ogier. Also
Bro. C. R. Chapin and Bro. J. W. Ingraham J r . were received into membership.
Chapter XXVI.
On Consecrated Ground.
1894. Jan. 19, the Lodge voted to
make its oldest living member, Bro.
Jos. A. Graffam,an honorary member;
that the new rooms be formally dedicated to the uses of Freemasonry, and
that they be rented to Keystone Chapter at a rental of one hundred dollars
per year.
Feb. 17, the new rooms of the Lodge
were dedicated in the presence of over
six hundred brethren and ladies, the
ceremony being performed by the following officers of the Grand Lodge:
Horace H. Burbank, Grand Master;
Leander M. Kenniston, as Deputy
Grand Master; Samuel L. Miller, as
Senior Grand Warden; Alden M.
Wetherbee, as Junior Grand Warden ;
George Roberts, as Grand Treasurer;
J . F r e d Hall, as Grand Secretary;
Mark D. Ames, as Grand Senior Deacon ; Henry R. Millett, as Grand Marshall; Rev. William A. Newcomb,
as Grand Chaplain; Winfield S. Hinck-

ley, as Grand Senior Steward; Robert
\V. Perry, as Grand Junior Steward ;
Stephen G. Ritterbush, as Architect;
Willard C. G. Carney. Grand Tyler.
The records have the following concerning the exercises succeeding the
dedicatory ceremony:
•'An eloquent address was delivered
by our Grand Master, touching upon
our duty as Masons to our neighbors
and ourselves, and also upon the example we should each set before the
world, as our every act and deed are
criticised more or less by those outside
of Masonry, especially by those who
are opposed to secret societies. He
congratulated our Lodge upon its fine
apartments, and the courage and zeal
its members had exhibited in rebuilding so soon after such destructive fires
as have visited us, such apartments as
these in which we are assembled.
Very flattering remarks were offered
by R. W , Samuel Miller, R. W., Alden M. Wetherbee and R. W-, Win.
A. Newcomb.
R. W., Reuel Robinson gave a brief
history of Amity Lodge. He said that
during the ten years it had been away
from this spot it had been followed by
disaster after disaster, but now that it
had returned to the place around which
so many pleasant iv collections cluster,
he hoped and trusted that we would be
permitted to dwell in peace for many
years.
Rev. Bro. Walter W. Ogier claimed
to have an interest in "Old Amity,"
as his great grandfather and grandfather were among its members in the
long ago, and their names are still
cherished by Amity Lodge as members
of the little baud that held its charter
and property during the dark days of
Masonic persecution.
Rev. Bro. Lewis D. Evans congratulated Amity Lodge upon the courage
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and fidelity of its members, in so soon
furnishing a Temple after the misfortune that had befallen it."
From this time the Lodge was once
more holding its meeting upon the
ground consecrated by eighty years of
Masonic occupancy, and the noble
deeds of three generations of Masons.
Feb. 21, the Lodge and a large number of visiting brethren from twentyone different Lodges, assembled in t:ie
new rooms of Amity Lodge at the official visitation of It. \ \ \ , Mark D.
Ames, D. D. G. M.
It was an occasion of many congratulations, the
visiting brethren expressing the hope
that Amity Lodge might occupy its
beautiful rooms for the century to
come.
March
16, Charles W. Atkins
presented to the Lodge the Diploma
issued to Joshua Dillingham in
1820, the same having been found by
him "among the rubbish'' iu a chamber in the "Eager House."
At the
same meeting " a vote of thanks was
tendered to the ladies and societies
who so kindly assist d us at the dedication of our new home and that it be
published iu the Camden HERALD."
April 13, the Lodge voted "that the
Representatives of Amity Lodge to the
Grand Lodge, be instructed to use every honorable means to effect the appointment of Bro. F . M. Richards of
Amity Lodge, for District Deputy
Grand Master of the 9th District for
the ensuing year." At the same meeting the Lodge voted " t o accept the
gift of the picture of the Masonic
Temple at Chicago presented by Bio.
J. F . Stetson, and that it be suitably
framed."
Aug. 10, the Lodge received an official notification of the death of the
Grand Treasurer, Frederick Fox, and
of the appointment of Marquis F.

King as his successor.
Sept. 14, the Lodge voted not to
rent its rooms to Mt. Battie Lodge, I.
O. O. F .
Sept. 21, L. M. Kenniston,in behalf
of Andrew Wentworth, presented
to Amity Lodge, Webb's Monitor of
the Edition of 1805.
At the annual communication held
Oct. 12, officers were elected as follows: Chas. A. Wilson, W. M.; Henry L. Maker, S. W . ; Will V. Farnsworth, J. W.; George Burd, Treas.;
L. M. Kenniston, Sec'y.; Fred K.
Shaw, S. D . ; Henry D. Storey, J. D.
By a change in the By-Laws made
during the year the balance of the officers were to be appointed by the W.
M.
At this meeting the W. M. announced the death of Past Master William
G. Adams at Hyde Park, Mass., and
appointed a committee to prepare a
suitable memorial.
The Lodge had a public installation
Oct. 19, at which Past Master, Reuel
Robinson installed the officers elected
at the annual communication and the
following appointed by the W. M:
Geo. E. Gleason, S. S.; C. W. Clifford,
J. S.; O. I. Gould, Mar.; L. D . Evans,
Chap, and f i n . H. Eells, Tyler.
After the installation of the officers
of the Lodge " R . W., Fred M. Richards was presented to It. W., Reuel
Robinson and was installed as one of
the Grand Stewards of the Grand
Lodge of Maine."
Raised during the year: Edward D.
Harrington, Mark B. Arey, Charles
G. Weaver, Herbert J. Potter, Albert
O. Start, Samuel E. Cooper, Charles
T. Swan, John M. Ferrin, Alfred F.
Beverage, W. Maxcey Robbins and
Christian L. Heinple.
1895. March 8, It. W., J. Fred
Hall, D. D. G. M., visited the Lodge
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in his official capacity.
March 27, the Lodge, in company
with St. Paul's Lodge, buried with
Masonic honors, Bro. Joseph A. Graffam, Amity's oldest member.
May 3, the Lodge voted to "recommend R. W., F. M. Richards for D.
D. G. M., for the Ninth District."
June 7, the Lodge accepted with a
vote of thanks, "the gift of the history of the meeting of Virginia Lodge
No. 3, of Nevada, held on the top of
Mount Davidson, September 9, 1875,
presented by H. M. Beau."
At the
same meeting it was voted "that our
W. M. have our lot in the cemetery
taken care of in a suitable manner."
This is the lot in which Past Master
Jonas Wheeler and Bro. and Mrs. Jacob Patch are buried.
It has been
graded and is kept in excellent condition by the Lodge.
July 5, W. M., Wilson, having been
designated for that purpose by the
Grand Master, installed R. W., Fred
M. Richards as D. D. G. M. of the
ninth Masonic District, he having been
appointed to that office at the Grand
Lodge held at Portland the May before.
Again this year, on account of the
position of the moon, Amity Lodge
held no stated communication in October, and therefore the annual communication was held Sept. 27, at which
officers were elected as follows: Henry L. Maker, W. M . ; Will V. Farnsworth, S. W . ; Fred K. Shaw, J . W . ;
Charles C. Wood Treas.; Orris I,
Gould, Sec'y.; Alfred F. Beverage, S.
D . ; Henry D. Storey, J. D.
Leander M, Kenniston who had for
many years ably and faithfully served
the Lodge as its Secretary, this year
declined a re-election and the office
has since been well conducted by Bro.
O. I. Gould.
The officers elect were publicly in-

stalled in the usual manner, Oct. 4, by
R. W., Reuel Robinson together with
the following appointed by the W. M.
viz: Geo. A. Sweetland, Mar.; Lewis D. Evans, Chap.; Charles G. Weaver, S. S.; John M. Ferrin, J. S.; William II. Eells, Tyler.
Nathaniel Crooker and Gideon Tower two worthy members of the Lodge
died this year and appropriate memorials were inscribed upon the records.
Three brethren were raised this
year, viz: Ernest G. Lamb. Frank
K. Hopkins and Adin A. Payson.
1896. Jan. 3, R. W., F. M. Richards, D. D. G. M. made his official visit to the Lodge.
March 27, L. M. Kenniston in behalf of R. W., Fred M. Richards, R.
W., C. T. Hosmer, R. W., L. M. Kenniston of Amity Lodge, R. W., Chas.
E. Meservey of Aurora Lodge, Mrs.
Samuel Q. Day and Orient Lodge,presented to Amity Lodge a large number of Grand Lodge proceedings of
previous years to replace those destroyed by fire, and the Lodge passed
a vote of thanks to the donors.
During the spring of 1896, Amity
Lodge lost three worthy and influential members by the hand of death all
dying within a few da\s of one another, viz: Franklin L. Start, Nathan H.
Hosmer, and Past Master, Oscar W.
Stone. The latter died in Boulder,
Colorado, where he had been living for
about five years, having moved there
on account of his health. Appropriate
resolutions to the memory of these
brethren were spread upou the records
of the Lodge.
Aug. 21, a vote of thanks was tendered T. R. Simonton for the gift of
several copies of Grand Lodge proceedings.
Sept. 8, the Lodge assembled to pay
a tribute of respect to the remains of
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Bro. Henry Wiley, Keeper of the Negro Island Light, and a member of
Eureka Lodge, St. George. A committee of the brethren went to the Island and accompanied the remains to
Ayers' wharf, where they were met by
the Lodge, which formed a procession
and escorted the funeral cortege some
distance out of town on the road to
St. George where the burial took place.
At the annual communication, Oct.
16, 1896, the Lodge elected the following officers for the ensuing year: Henry L. Maker, W. M . ; Will V Farnsworth, S. W . ; Alfred F . Beverage, J.
W . ; Charles C. Wood, Treas.; O. I.
Gorld, Sec'y.; E. S. Stearns, S. D.
and H. D. Storey, J . D . These ofcers together with L. D. Evans, Chap.;
S. W . Coombs, S. S.; A. O. Start, J.
S. and Wm. H. Eells, Tyler, subsequently appointed by the W. M., were
publicly installed Oct. 25, by R. W.,
Fred M. Richards, D . D. G. M.
Bro. Samuel W . Heal was this year
accepted as a member, and Edward S.
Stearns, Fred B. Atinis and James H.
Kemp were raised.
Chapter XXVII.
Conclusion.
We have endeavored as best we
have been able, to trace the history of
Amity Lodge down through the century that has past,giving to the world a
list of those who have seen "light"
within its Lodge room and have there
learned, one by one, the noble lessons
that the great Order teaches, and of
those who have,from year to year,held
the various offices and with steady
hands have guided the staunch old
craft through the fierce storms of adversity, as well as over the smooth
seas of its prosperity. At the same time
we have attempted to record such of
its proceedings found upon the records

as may properly be given to the public, and to narrate the manifold acts of
charity, humanity and public-spiritedness performed by the venerable institution, during the many years it has
existed in this community.
The past of the Lodge has been an
eventful one. Starting in the last days
of the eighteenth century, its history
has been coeval with that of the town
and almost with that of the nation.
Through war and peace, through misfortune and success, through evil report and good report, its members, ever faithful to the exalted principles of
the Order, have nobly borne forward
the banner of Masonry, and when age
fell upon them or the blighting hand of
disease was placed upon them, forcing
them to lay aside the "plumb,the level
and the square."and retire from the active duties of their Lodge, they have
passed the banner on to their children
and those who have come after them,
who have, in their turn, borne it onward until the summons came to them
also to surrender up to their successors
the labors which they had delighted to
perform.
In their efforts to establish the
Lodge, the founders builded better
than they knew. They have long since
past away, and their children have
been "gathered to their fathers," their
grandchildren have grown to old age
and their great grandchildren to middle life, yet the institution that they
founded still exists, strengthened by
the storms of the century, its roots
deeply planted in the hearts of our
people and its branches reaching forth
to shelter and protect and comfort the
tempted, the afflicted and the downcast. During the years of its existence
it has had among its numbers, men of
noble characters who have lived and
died within the narrow circle of their
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neighbors and fellow-townsmen, doing
their deeds of charity quietly and unostentatiously, and whose names have
never been known to fame, but it has
had many others who have been famous as leaders in the social, political
and religious affairs of their community and state, and others still who have
earned even national reputations. Its
membership lias always been composed
of the best men in the community and
few Lodges can boast of memberships
of a higher character than Amity,
both during the years that have past
and at the present time. What these
men have accomplished as Masons and
n.embers of Amity Lodge in all these
years, is but feebly set forth in these
annals or in the records of the Lodge
themselves. We read of money voted
for the relief of distressed members
and to assist the widows and orphans
of departed Masons, of contribution in
aid of unfortunate brethren and Lodges
that have met with severe losses by
fire, flood or famine, in this and other
states, of departed Masons laid in the
"narrow confines of the grave" by the
tender hands of brethren, with the
solemn ceremonies of the Order, and
other deeds of charity and benevolence,
but these are but a tithe of what has
been accomplished by the grand old
Lodge, for the relief and uplifting of
mankind. Unless one is able to read
between the lines, these records do not
contain the innumerable stories of the
watches in the silent night "when the
sinking stars invite slumber" by the
couch of some sick and care worn
brother; they do not tell of the sums
of money paid almost every year from
the private purses of the members for
the assistance of some poor and unfortunate brother or to aid his distressed family; they do not tell of the
thousand and one influences exerted
by the Lodge as a body and by the
members as individuals, for the uplifting of humanity and the well-being
of the community, and the half of the
value that the old Lodge has been to
the people of Camden, and of the
good it has performed in countless
ways, no record or history can ever
tell, for it has been true of Masonry in
all ages, that through its influence, "all

those disputes which embitter life, and
sour the tempers of men, are avoided;
while the common good, the general
object, is zealously pursued."
What Amity Lodge has been in the
past, Amity Lodge is today and will
continue to be in the future, the source
from which the men of Camden shall
draw their knowledge of the principles of that institution of which it can
be truly said:
"Its roots run u n d e r every sea,
It blooms on every shore."

That it shall prosper in the future we
can have no doubt, for it cannot be
otherwise with a society which "the
lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance and the devastation of war"
could not destroy, but which they have
rendered more powerful and more
firmly established. For Amity Lodge
is not an experiment as it was when
that little band of our "ancient brethren" gathered from the four points of
the compass and met in "Benj. Palmer's hall;" neither are the "dark ages"
likely to return, for mankind has
grown more tolerant and less subject
to the whims of prejudice than formerly; nor, we trust, are those "trials by
fire" to which the Lodge has been subjected during the past, likely to be repeated.
The same ceremonies which we perform today, the same principles which
we maintain, are those performed and
niaintained by our grandfathers and
great grandfathers in the days of long
ago, and our children, our grandchildren and our great grandchildren shall
perform those same ceremonies and
maintain those same principles in the
century to come pressing forward
amid the refulgence of that light of
Masonry which shall grow more brilliant as the ages pass until it shall be
absorbed and extinguished by that
most glorii/iis illamination from the
source of light and truth, when "the
moon shall be confounded, and the
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts
shall reign on Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously."
THE END.

-A-ZFIPZEiETIDIX:.

Biographical Sketches of the Past Masters of
Amity Lodge No. 6, F. & A. M.
In examining the records of Amity
Lodge we find that it has been presided over by forty-nine masters. During the progress of the history of
the Lodge we have already given
short biographical sketches of nine of
these Masters. The other forty have
been in nearly every instance, men of
high character and local prominence
while some have earned a wider distinction, and all are deserving of mention on account of the prominence
they attained among their brethren.
Taking them in order of the time of
their service we will begin with

his connection with military affairs
from 1812 to 1815, from which we
glean that few men in this section did
more in behalf of the American cause.
Capt. Curtis united with Amity
Lodge in 1802, and was elected its
fourth Master in 1808. He was also elected Master in 1810, 1812 and
1816, but two other members, George
Ulmer and Abraham Ogier, serving
more times than he in that capacity.
Capt. Curtis died in 1828, at the age
of about 51 years.

CALVIN CURTIS.

Mr. Farnham Hall was born in
Methuen, Mass., February 2, 1778.
He came to Camden about the year
1806 and went into trade here which
he continued until after the war with
Great Britain. He then went to Maiden, Mass., and from there,in 1819, to
New York city where he established
an agency of the Maiden Dye and
Print Works, and soon after organized
the New York and Staten Island Dyeing and Printing Establishment of
which he was treasurer for a number
of years. For several years he was in
the commission business with Mr.
Wm. II. Bean, the firm name being
Hall & Bean. During the last decade
of his life he was not in businesss but
lived in the country on a Staten Island
farm, where he died March 13, 1850,at
the age of 72 years.
Mr. Hall succeeded Capt. Curtis :is
Master of Amity Lodge to which office he was elected in 1809, and was
its fifth Master. He was also for several years its Secretary.

Capt'. Calvin Curtis was born in
Hanover, Mass., Oct. 23, 1777, and
was the son of Capt. Calvin Curtis, a
Revolutionaiy officer.
Capt. Curtis
came to Camden in 1799, following
several young men of his town who
had previously settled here. He was
a carpenter by trade and built the Curtis homestead on Elm street now
owned by the estate of his son,the late
John H. Curtis.
Capt. Curtis was prominent in both
military and civil affairs. In 1805 he
was appointed Inspector of the port of
Camden, which position he held until
his death, and he was for several years
elected to the office of town clerk.
In 1811, he was commissioned by
Gov. Gerry as Captain of an infantry
company in Camden, which office he
resigned in 1815, after the close of the
war with Great Britian, in which
struggle he took an exceeding prominent part. Locke's History of Camden often mentions Capt. Curtis and

FAUNIIAM HALL.

86
ALMOND GUSIIEE.

Mr. Almond Gushee, who was the
sixth Master of Amity Lodge, was a
native of Raynham, Mass., and was
born about the year 1775, being one of
the two sons of Abraham Gushee who
was of French descent. His brother
was a Universalist minister in one
town in Massachusetts for forty years.
Mr. Gushee when about twenty-one
years of age came to Maine and settled
in that portion of Barrettstown (Hope)
which is now Appleton, where he became the owner of a large tract of valuable timber land. He married Nancy
Robbins and was the father of fifteen
children. He was a prominent citizen
of his town, a prominent Abolitionist
and temperance advocate and a very
active man. He took a great interest
in Masonry and was one of the most
prominent and best posted of the Masons of that day, as can be readily
gleaned from the records of Amity
Lodge of which he was elected Master
in 1813.
During the latter years of his life he
lived with his son in Appleton. About
a week before his death, being an active man for his age, he walked to
Union where he died at the age of
eighty-two years.
ABEL

TYLER.

Mr. Abel Tyler,the seventh member
of Amity Lodge to be raised to the distinction of being Master, was born in
Camden, August 8, 1780. His ancestor, Simeon Tyler, came to Camden
from Methuen, Mass., and was in the
fifth generation from Job Tyler, who
emigrated from Shropshire, England,
and became the first settler of Andover, Mass., arriving there in 1640.
Abel Tyler followed the vocations of
teacher and surveyor, and was also
the first Master of Amity Lodge who,

like the ancient brethren who built
King Solomon's famous Temple, was
an operative as well as a speculative
Mason.
Mr. Tyler was elected Master of his
Lodge in 1815 and served one term.
He was Secretary of the Lodge in 1817.
He died in Camden, Sept. 10, 1824, at
the age of fourty-four years.
WILLIAM CAKLETON.

Mr. William Carleton, was a native
of Methuen, Mass.,»and was born about
the year 1769. He came to Camden in
1806, where he went into mercantile
business which he carried on at the
"Harbor",on the spot where the Camden National Bank building now|stands,
until 1838, when he went to "Goose
River" (Roc>;port) and continued trade
having there a large and prosperous
business. During the war of 1812,
Mr. Carleton was Adjutant of tire fifth
Regiment.
Mr. Locke in his biographical
sketches of prominent Camden citizens
says of Mr. Carleton: " H e was an
enterprising and far seeing man, and
in whatever position he was placed,
whether as Adjutant, County Commissioner, President of the Bank, or committee on town affairs, he discharged
the duties resting upon him with ability and satisfaction."
Mr. Carleton was twice married and
was the father of eight sons,several of
whom are still living in Rockport and
are among the most enterprising and
prosperous business men of our sister town.
Mr. Carleton furnished a hall in
which the Lodge met for several years
during its early days and was elected
its ninth Master in 1818, Abraham
Ogier being the eighth,(See History of
Amity Lodge, Chapter N i l , "The Immortal Nine.") He also acted as its

Treasurer for several years. lie died
March 14, lS40,at the age of 61 years.
FRYE H A L L .

Mr. Prye Hall, a brother of Fainham Hall,was born in Methucn, Mass.,
about 1786 and came to Camden about
1806, with his brother Farnham.
lie
worked at his trade, that of a tanner,
for several years, then went into business which lie continued for some
time. In 1S21 he was elected town
clerk of Camden which office he held
for five years, when, in 1826, he removed to Hope. He had, however,
resided in tl at town only about a year,
when he was elected to the offices of
both County Treasurer and Register
of Deeds of Waldo County "which was
at that time just organized, and took
up his residence in Belfast where he
remained during the rest of his life.
He held the office of Register of Deeds
for about twenty years, and was a
most valuable and highly respected

engaged in business, but afterwards
returned to his native town and formed
a partnership with his brother Samuel
and Watson Freeman. They traded
in the "Daniels Building." Says Mr.
Locke: " I n the monotonous life of a
small seaboard town trader, there is
little to call forth the highest latent
energies of a man, hence the superior
natural abilities of Mr. Jacobs were
not called into requisition, as they
would have been had he lived in eventful times. Mr. Jacobs may be said to
have been a man gifted physically and
mentally and was one of our enterprising merchants." He married Julia,
daughter of Benjamin Gushing.
Mr. Jacobs was the twelfth Master
of Amity Lodge, Hon. Jonas Wheeler,
a short sketch of whose life appears in
Chapter IX of the History of Amity
Lodge, being the eleventh. He was
elected in 1822. Mr. Jacobs died in
1834 at the early age of 39 years.
JOSEPH HALL.

citizen.

In Masonry he was very prominent
being four times elected Master of Amity Lodge, in Jan. 1819, Oct. 1819, and
in 1823 and 1824, thus being the tenth
Master of the Lodge. He also held
the office of District Deputy Grand
Master, and in 1847 was elected Junior
Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of
Maine. He died in August 1849, at
the age of 63 years.
FREDERICK JACOBS.

Mr. Frederick Jacobs was born in
Cairden, about 1795. He was the
son of Samuel Jacobs and a nephew of
Bela Jacobs, one of the "founders"' of
Amity Lodge. He received his education under the instruction of Dr. Jacob Patch, under whom many of the
citizens of Camden of that day received their early educational training.
Early in life he went to Limerick and

Hon. Joseph Hall, brother of Farnham and Frye and youngest and most
distinguished of this trio of able brothers, was born in Methucn, Mass., Juno
26, 1793. In 1809 he came to Camden
where his two older brothers had already settled, and soon began to interest himself in military affairs. In 1813
he was an officer in the militia, and afterwards became Captain of the Camdon Light Infantry.
Later he was
elected Major, then Lieutenant Colour]
and finally Colonel. lie served with
honor in the war of 1812, and at one
time had control of the forts on Eaton's
and Jacobs' Points.
In 1821 Col. Hall was appointed
Deputy Sheriff of Lincoln and Hancock counties, and after the formation
of Waldo county he was appointed
Sheriff. Tn 1830 he received the ap-
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poititmeiit of Post Master of Camden
and in 1833 he was elected Representative to Congress, and was re-elected by
an increased majority in 1835. In
1837, after retiring from Congress, he
again accepted the position of Post
Master of Camden. One year later he
was appointed Measurer in the Boston
Custom House where he continued until 1846, when without application on
the part of Mr. Hall, lie was appointed
Navy Agent for the Port of Boston by
his associate in Congress and his personal friend, President Polk.
From this office he was removed in
1849,for political reasons,by President
Taylor, and the same year became the
Democratic candidate for Mayor of
Boston, Though unsuccessful in the
election he received the full vote of his
party in the city. The following winter he purchased the farm in Camden
on "Melvin Heights" still known us the
"Hall Farm," and returned here to
live.
In 1857, however, he again found
himself in Boston, having received the
appointment of Weigher, Measurer and
Gauger in the Boston Custom House
under President Buchanan's administration, which position he held until
his death which occurred in Boston
December 31, 1859. Mr. Hall was endowed by nature with great physical
and mental power and although he
held more official positions during his
life than any other citizen of Camden,
he evinced an ability commensurate to
them all.
Mr. Hall was a lloyal Arch Mason,
being exalted in St. Paul's Chapter of
Boston, Mass., of which he was at one
time Treasurer. He was the thirteenth
Master of Amity Lodge which position
he held for two terms, being first elected in 1826 and again in 1827. He was
also for several years Secretary of the

Lodge.
MOSES

DAKIN.

Dr. Moses Dakin was born in Mason
N. H., May, 1794. lie married Miss
Sarah Whiting of Charlestown, Mass.,
and moved to Hope, Maine, about the
year 1825. He attended the medical
school at Brunswick, Maine, in 1830,
but he had practiced medicine even before he came to Hope.
Dr. Dakin was for about twenty
years the only settled physician in
Hope and had quite an extensive practice. He and Dr. Isaac Bartlett who
succeeded him, are the only two physicians who ever settled in that town.
When Dr. Dakin first moved to Hope
he taught several terms of school
at the "Corner" and is said to have
ruled with a rod of iron, discipline being first, second and third with him.
He had a remarkable talent for music,
taught several singing schools in Hope
and neighboring towns, and was often
called upon to lead the singing with
his violin at dedications and other large
meetings. He also played the bass
viol and owned a noted one. He was
also a good speaker and writer and
was the author of "Monterey, or The
Mountain City",a phamphlet published
in 1847, descriptive of the mountains,
lakes, rivers, soil, climate, geological
features, natural scenery, and manufacturing resources of the section included in Knox county and the southern portion of Waldo county, which is
written in a quaint style, and is a fine
description of this section of country. About 1850 Dr. Dakin became
afflicted with a mental disease and for
seven years refused either to see any
of his friends or hear a note of music.
Afterwards, however, he came out of
his mental gloom with a bright religious
experience and all his old fondness for
music. During his sickness he lost all
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his practice and could not lega'm it,
and his wife dying shortly afterwards,
leaving him homeless as he was childless, he moved to Islesboro, although
he left many warm friends in Hope
who improved every opportunity to
contribute to his happiness. He lived
but a short time after leaving Hope
and died in Islesboro in June 1864
at the age of seventy.
Dr. Dakin was elected Master of
Amity Lodge in 1S28 and was the
fourteenth Master to preside over the
deliberations of the old Lodge.
WARREX RAWSOX.

Warren Rawson Esq., was born at
Brookfield, Mass., June 21, 1802, and
came to Camden when a young man.
He attended school at Warren Academy
studied law and was admitted to the
bar, and afterwards practiced law in
Camden, in company with the late
William H. Codman Esq., under the
firm name of Rawson & Codman. Mr.
Rawson was the first cashier of the
Megunticook Bank, the first Bank of
Camden, which was chartered in 1836,
with a capital stock of $50,000, and of
which William Carleton was chosen
President. We learn from Mr. Rawson's son, Mr. W. A. L. Rawson, that
in the early days of the Bank there
was no safe and every night he and his
father used to carry the money home
in bags and keep it during the night in
their house.
Mr. Rawson was married Oct. 6,
1825, to Miss Lucy Huse Gould.
He
built the house on Elm street now
owned by Mr. W. A. L. Rawson where
he lived until his death which occurred
Feb. 1, 1838, when he was but' thirtyfive years of age.
Mr. Rawson was elected Master of
Amity Lodge in 1829, and again in
1830, being its fifteenth Master. He
also served as Secretary of his Lodge

and was one of the earliest of the
Camden Masons to receive the Royal
Arch Degree.
JOHN GLOVKR.

Capt. John Glover was horn in
Framingham, Mass., Oct. 21, 1788. In
1790 his father removed with his family to North Haven, Maine, where the
subject of this sketch made his home
for many years. In 1810, he removed
to Camden and purchased the farm on
Belfast Road, now known as "Sagamore Farm" and owned by Mr. E. S.
Stearns. Capt. Glover was a ship
master for many years, commanding
many large vessels in those days when
the American merchant marine was at
its zenith. He retired from his seafaring life in 1858 and lived upon his
farm in Camden until within a few
years before his death when he went
to reside with his daughter, Mrs.
W. O. Thomas,in Belfast.
Capt. Glover joined Amity Lodge
during his residence at North Haven,
and after he removed to Camden interested himself very actively in the
affairs of the Lodge. He was its twentieth Master, the sixteenth, seventeenth,
eighteenth and nineteenth being respectively, Micah Ilobbs, James Hobbs,
Henry Ilobbs and Frederick Conway,
biographical sketches of whom appear
in Chapter XII of the History of Amity Lodge under the caption of "The
Immortal Nine." Capt. Glover was
first elected Master in 1818, and was
again elected to that office in 1860. He
was District Deputy Grand Master in
1865 and 1866. He died in Belfast
March 5, 1865, at the age of 76 years.
WILLIAM

MBRRIAM.

[Ion. William Meriiam was born in
Camden. Maine, September, 1805, and
lived in his native town until 1861.
When a young man he carried on the
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business of a tanner, being associated
with his father-in-law, Mr. Moses
Parker.
He afterwards opened a
shoemaker's shop in the Masonic building on Main street, and later was engaged as a book-seller in the same
building for many years. Mr. Mcrriam was a prominent citizen of Camden in his day and held many offices.
He was one of the Selectmen of his
town for seven years, represented
Camden in the Maine Legislature in
1848 and 1849, was State Librarian in
1850, and a member of Governor Lot
M. Morrill's Council in 1858 and 1859.
He was also a Justice of the Peace.
In 18G1, during President Lincoln's
administration, he was appointed head
Measurer in the Boston Custom House
where he served for a period of sixteen years. He was a prominent Methodist and was much interested in the
formation of the Methodist church in
Camden, and when the school house at
the "Harbor" became too small to accommodate those who attended the
meetings of that society and it was determined to build a church, Mr. Merriam was the one appointed to solicit
funds for the same. He died in Boston, July 25, 1884, at the age of seventy-eight years.
Mr. Merriam was elected Master of
Amity Lodge in 1849, and was re-elected in 1850, and was its twenty-first
Master.
AUSTIN SWEETLAND.

Mr, Austin Sweetland was born in
Hope, Maine, Aug. 20, 1806, where he
lived until a young man, when he removed to Itockport village and entered
into the business of manufacturing
lime which then, as at the present time,
was an important industry in that village, lie afterwards went into trade
keeping a general grocery store.

Mr. Sweetland was a lifelong Republican, and was appointed July 12,
1864, Postmaster at Rockport under
Pres. Lincoln's administration.
This
office he held until his death, a period
of twenty years.
Mr. Sweetland became a member of
Amity Lodge in 1847, the year after it
was re-organized, and was elected Secretary i,. 1848. In 1851 he was elected
the twenty-second Master of the Lodge
serving one term.
He was greatly interested in the matter of organizing a Lodge at Rockport,
and it was, to a great extent, through
his efforts that St. Paul's Lodge was
instituted in that village in 1855, Mr.
Sweetland going in person to Portland
to secure the charter. He was tlie first
Master of St. Paul's Lodge.
Mr. Sweetland died in Rockport
April 9, 1881, at the age of 74 years.
JAMES R. GLOVER.

Mr. James R. Glover was the sixth
of the eight children of Capt. John and
Martha (White) Glover, and was born
at North Haven, Maine, April 5, 1824.
In 1840 he came to Camden with his
parents and worked on the farm on the
Belfast Road now known as "Sagamore Farm" until about twenty-two
years of age, after which he worked at
ship carpentry until 1858. During that
time he, together with Mr. J. B. Hodgman built several vessels in the shipyard now owned by Mr. H. M. Bean.
In 1858 Mr. Glover removed to California where he now resides. Mr.
Glover on leaving Camden asked for
and received a demit from Amity
Lodge and is not now a member.
He was the twenty-third Master of
Amity Lodge. He was first elected to
that office in 1852 and was re-elected
in 1853. He is now the oldest living
Past Master of the Lodge.
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SAMUEL CHASE.

Mr. Samuel Chase was born in Camden, Maine, August 30, M l . He
was the son of Robert Chase, Esq.,
who was a prominent citizen ,u Camden in the early days of the nineteenth
century, being selectman for several
years, and was one of the hostages on
board of the British frigate I'urieusc
in 1814. When a young man Mr.
Chase learned the blacksmith's trade
of his father and after he became of
age, went to the Provinces where
he worked at his trade for about two
years. He then returned to his native
state and worked at his trade in Hockport and elsewhere for a sin it time,
and then formed a partnership with
his father and carried on hi> trade with
him during the lifetime of his father
and afterwards carried it on alone.
Mr. Chase possessed a remarkable
memory and was a most interesting
and companionable man. He was a
lifelong Democrat and took much interest in politics, but we are not able
to learn that he held many civil offices.
He took a great interest in Masonry
and was three times elected Master of
Amity Lodge, in 1854, 1857 and 1858.
He was its twenty-fourth Mazier. He
was District Deputy Grand Master
from 1858 to 1860.
Mr. Chase died in Camden Nov. 1,
180:3 at the age of 52 years.
ELBRIDGE KNIGHT.

Hon. Elbridge G. Knight was born
in Westbrook, Maine, in the year 1811.
When quite a young boy his parents
removed to the town of Per i in Oxford County in which county he continued to live until a young man. He
then returned to his native ti-wn and
went into the employ of Messrs. Lyon
& Day, wool merchants, with whom
he continued until he came to Camden

in 1840. In Camden he went into
business for himself establishing » tin
and hardware business, which he continued until about fifteen years before
his death and in which he was very
successful.
In 1842 he married Miss Myra Harden cf Phillips, Maine. Mr. Knight,
while not a public man in the general
acceptation of the term, was nevertheless much interested in public a Hairs
and held several offices of public trust,
bring for several years one of the Selectmen of Camden, and in 1805 serving a term as State Senator. He was
a successful business man, shrewd and
keen, and was also famous for bis wit
and dry humor.
During Mr. Knight's early connection with Amity Lodge he was for
several years its Treasurer, and during
the last years of his life he served a
short time as its Secretary. Ho was
elected its twenty-fifth Master in 1855,
serving one term. He was a charter
member of Keystone 1!. A. Chapter,
and its first Treasurerr. lie also served
in other offices of the Chapter, including that of King.
Mr. Knight died in Camden, June
21, 1876.
GEORGE YV

GLOVER.

Mr. George W. Glover, the seventh
child of Capt. John and Martha (While)
Glover, was born at North Haven,
Maine, April 9, 1827.
He came to
Camden with his parents in 1840, and
like his brother, labored upon the
farm on Belfast Road, for several
years.
He served an apprenticeship of three
years, at the house and ship joiners'
trade with his brolher-in-law Benjamin Gushing 2d. He was in trade in
the furniture business from 180G to
1873, five years of which period he
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was in company with Mr. Charles
F. llobbs and two years with Mr. Alden Miller J r . Together with Mr. D.
B. Withington, he built ''Norumbega"
the flue mansion of the late Joseph B.
Stearns, for whom he worked six
years. Mr. Glover is still living in
Camden and is one of our finest workmen at his trade.
He was elected the twenty-sixth
Master of Amity Lodge in 1856 and
was again its Master in 1859. He is
the oldest Past Master now a member
of the Lodge and with the exception
of his brother James, the oldest Past
Master of the Lodge now living.
JOSEPH PERRY.

Mr. Joseph Perry was born in Camden in the house owned by the late
Capt. Jesse P . Hosmer, (which was
built by his father, Mr. Oakes Perry)
in the year 1821.He learned the carpenter's trade and worked at it in his native
town for some time. He afterwards,
in Company with the late Calvin Hubbard, for several years ran a sash and
blind factory in a building near where
the Knox "Woolen Factory now stands.
Later he worked for many years for
D. Knowlton and the D. Knowlton
Co., as a pattern maker and car builder.
A little more than a year before his
death, he moved to Worcester, Mass.,
where he worked at his old trade of
pattern making and where he died
Dec. 9, 1883, at the age of 62 years.
Mr. Perry married Julia Clark, eldest daughter of James Clark, one of
the "immortal nine." He was a zealous mason and valuable member of
Amity L Lodge and Keystone E. A.
Chapter. He was the twenty-seventh
Master of the Lodge being first elected
to that office in 1861. He afterwards
twice held the office, in 1862 and 1869.
He was the third High Priest of the

Chapter serving in that capacity two
terms, in 1871 and 1872.
MARSHALL P. CLOVER.

Mr. Marshall P. Glover was born
in North Haven in 1830. He is the
son of the late Elijah Glover and a
nephew of the late Captain John Glover,
In the early forties Mr. Glover's
father moved to Camden, having purchased of Col. Erastus Foote, the farm
on Belfast Road now known as "Selbourne" and owned by the estate of
the late Joseph B. Stearns. In Camden Mr. Glover learned the trade of a
ship carpenter at which he worked
during a large portion of the time of
his residence here. He also purchased
and carried on the farm on Belfast
Road now owned by Captain R. D.
Kent. About the year 1862 he sold
his farm to Capt. Kent and removed
to Chelsea, Mass., where he engaged
for several years in the grocery business, which he finally sold out and removed to Concord, Mass., where he
now resides.
Mr. Glover was the twenty-eighth
Master of Amity Lodge being first elected to that office in 1863, and re-elected in 1864.
THADDEUS R.

SIMONTON.

Hon. Thaddeus R. Simonton was
born in Camden, Maine, Sept. 27,
1829, and is the son of William and
Elizabeth (Roberts) Simonton,
He
received his education in the common
schools, Belfast Academy, Maine
Wesleyan Seminary and Bowdoin College where he graduated in 1853. He
studied law with Nehemiah Abbott at
Belfast, was admitted to the Waldo
County Bar in 1855 and began the
practice of his profession the same
year with Hon. Ephraim K. Smart, at
Camden.
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He was the first County Attorney
for Knox County, in 1860-61. In 1861
he was appointed Deputy Collector of
Customs for the port of Camden and
held that position for eighteen years.
He was Grand Chief Templar of the
Grand Lodge I. O. G. T. of Maine, in
1880 and 1881. In October 1882 he
purchased a half interest in the Camden Herald and became the Editor and
Manager which position he continued
to hold for some eight years. He was
State Senator from Knox County in
1885-86 and was chairman of the legislative committee on Temperance. He
was elected Presidential Elector in
1888 casting his vote as such for Benjamin Harrison.

thirtieth Master of Amity Lodge, was
born in Belfast, Maine, Sept. 10, 1835,
and is the son of the late Frederic A.
Lewis, Esq. He learned the trade of
watchmaker and jeweller in Belfast
and in June 1857, removed to Boston
where he worked at his trade for
about two years. In 1859 he came to
Camden and began business in the
store of Paul Stevens on the site now
occupied by George Bnrd, but afterwards moved to the store in the old
Masonic building which he occupied at
the time of the great fire. After the
erection of the new Masonic Temple,
he went into the store in that building
on the site of his old store, where he
now carries on his business.

In 1890 he was appointed by Secretary Windom, Special Agent of the
United States Treasury and held that
office until 1893. He is the author of
"Picturesque Camden," the beautiful
little volume descriptive of Camden's
scenery and unrivalled attractions as a
summer resort.
Mr. Simonton is a good speaker and
has done much service for his party
and for the cause of Temperance on
the stump and on the platform in this
and other states.
Mr. Simonton was the twenty-ninth
Master of Amity Lodge. He was first
elected to that office in 1865, and was
re-elected in 1866. He is a permanent
member of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
having served as Junior Grand Warnen two years, from 1866 to 1868, and
two years as Senior Grand Warden,
from 1868 to 1870. He is also one of
the charter members of Keystone R.
A. Chapter and was its first High
Priest, serving in that capacity from
the organization of the Chapter in August 1866 untilJanuary 1869.

Mr. Lewis served as Master of Amity Lodge from May 1867, to Jan.
1867, on account of the election of
Mr. Simonton, then Master, to the office of Junior Grand Warden, and in
Jan. 1867 was elected Master, and during his term the Lodge received many
additions to its membership.
Mr.
Lewis was the sixth High Priest of
Keystone Chapter, being first elected
to that office in 1876 and serving two
terms. He was elected High Priest
the first time during the period when
the interest in the Chapter was at its
lowest ebb, and when the majority of
its members thought it was only a
question of a few months at most when
it would have to surrender its charter.
This, however, Mr. Lewis did not intend to permit and went at work to
revive it which he succeeded in doing, and it is due, to a great extent, to
the efforts of Mr. Lewis that the Chapter exists today.

FREDERIC L E W I S .

Mr. Frederic Lewis, who was the

LEANDER M. KENNISTON.

Mr. Leander M. Kenniston was
born in Appleton, Maine, June 25,
1839. He was educated in the com-
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mon schools of his native town and
followed teaching for a few years in
his early life. He came to Camden
March 21, 1863, where he has made
his home to the present day. He has
for many years held the responsible
position of foreman in the Alden Anchor Works and no one is better posted
concerning anchors and their manufacture than is he. He has held the
office of Assessor of Camden Village
Corporation for several years and is a
valuable and respected citizen.
He
belongs to many secret organizations
in all of which he is prominent, including Mt. Battie Lodge, I. O. O. F.,
of which he was the second Noble
Grand, but it is Mr. Kenniston's Masonic record that is of the most interest. Shortly after coming to Camden
he joined Amity Lodge, being made a
Master Mason Dec. 4, 1863.
He at
once began to take great interest in the
institution of Masonry and after serving several years in subordinate positions was elected, in 1868, the thirtyfirst Master of his Lodge. In 1871 he
was elected Secretary, and with the
exception of four years in the seventies, served until his declination in
1895, a period of twenty years in all.
In May 1879 he entered the Grand
Lodge of Maine as proxy and has
missed but one session of that body
since. In 1888 he was elected Senior
Grand Warden with but little opposition thus becoming a permanent member of the Grand Lodge. He was one
of the early members of Keystone R.
A. Chapter, being exalted in 1869,
and after filling a large majority of
the other offices was elected its eleventh
High Priest in 1884. From 1890 to
to the present time he has served as
Secretary of the Chapter.
He is a
prominent member of the Grand R.
A. Chapter, and is a t present Grand

Captain of the Host. He is also a
member of King Hiram's Council No.
6, and Ularemont Commandery No. 9,
of Rockland. He was Eminent Commander of the latter body in 1894, and
is at the present time Prelate. He also
received the Scottish Rite as far as the
16th Degree in Rockland Lodge of
Perfection and Rockland Council of
Princes of Jerusalem, May 12, 1897,
and is one of the most prominent Masons in this section of the state.
HARVEY H. CLEVELAND.

Mr. Harvey H. Cleveland is a representative of the Camden business men,
who have started in business in their
native town, with nothing but their
hands and brains and have built up
here their fortunes.
Mr. Cleveland was born April 18,
1816. His early life was spent on a
farm, and in teaching schools during
which time he also occasionally served
his town as Selectman. In 1854 he
came to Camden village and established the "Union Store," which
he continued for eleven years and
which he made a successful business for himself and the stockholders,
the stock having quadrupled during
the period of its continuance. He then
bought out the stockholders and continued the business in his own name
until 1869, when he took into partnership his two sons, James S., and
George H. Cleveland, enlarging the
business by the manufacture of confectionery, and wholesaling of fruit,
cigars, etc. He was subsequently for
a time, associated with Mr. T. C. Atwick and finally retired from active
business in 1881. He was quite extensively interested in navigation, taking a portion of nearly every vessel
built here. After the organization of
the Camden Savings Bank at Rock-
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port, he was for several years assistant Treasurer and Trustee. He built
a block on Main street about the year
1860, which was destroyed by fire in
1887. He immediately rebuilt a fine
wooden block, which went down in
the great fire of 1892, but was replaced
by his estate in the fine brick structure
adjoining B. P. Adams' building. Mr.
Cleveland died in Camden June 1,
1889, at the age of 73 years.
Mr. Cleveland was a prominent and
valuable member of Amity Lodge and
was for many years its Treasurer. He
was elected its thirty-second Master in
1870 and was re-elected in 1871. He
was a prominent membei of Keystone
R. A. Chapter in which he held several offices, among them being that of
King.
ROTHEUS E.

PAIXE.

Dr. Rotheus E. Paine was born in
Exeter, Maine, Oct. 18, 1834. He
graduated at the Maine Medical School
in the class of 1857, and entered upon
his practice at Hampden, Maine.
In 1863, he entered the service of
his country as surgeon of the 18th
Regiment of Maine Volunteers and
continued in the service during the remainder of the war of the rebellion. Soon after the close of the war
he settled in Camden and soon established a large practice in this vicinity.
Dr. Paine, was a man of fine presence
and bearing, and while in the army
was considered the handsomest man in
the 18th Regiment. He was a gentlemen
of pleasing manners and a well read
and successful physician.
He was
much interested in politics being an
ardent Republican.
Dr. Paine was one of Camden's most
prominent Masons. He was for several years Secretary of both Amity
Lodge and Keystone R. A. Chapter,

and the records kept by him are models
of penmanship and accuracy. He was
the thirty-third
Master of Amity
Lodge and the eighth High Priest of
Keystone Chapter, serving in the
former capacity in 1872 and 1873, and
in the latter in 1880. He was much
interested in the history of Masonry in
this state and was at one time on the
Grand Lodge Committee on History.
He was District Deputy Grand Master
from 1873 to 1875.
He was a member of Claremont
Commandery K. T. of Rockland and
had taken many of the degrees of the
Scottish Rite. At the time of his death
he was Grand Royal Arch Captain of
the Grand Chapter of Maine.
He died in Camden. May 31, 1882.
CORNELIUS T. HOSMKR.

Mr. Cornelius T. Hostner, son of
Austin and the late Elzira (Thomas)
Hosmer,was born in Camden, Feb. 25,
1846. When a youth he acted as clerk in
Mr.Charles F.Hobbs' store,at the same
time attending the public schools, until
he enlisted in the war of the rebellion.
He was a member of Co. E. 12 Maine
Regiment, and served under Gen.
Sherman in Georgia. On returning to
Camden after the close of the war he
went to work for the Knox Woolen
Company and has continued in the
company's employ up to the present
time, having charge, for severa 1 years
past, of the fulling rooms.
Mr. Hosmer early became a mason
and has filled many offices in both Amity Lodge and Keystone R. A. Chapter.
He served as Master of Amity Lodge
for a longer period than any other
Master during the past fifty years, and
in fact but four of the forty-nine Masters of the Lodge served as such,longer
periods than he. In 1873, he, being
Senior Warden, found himself called
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upon to perform the duties of Master
for six or eight months on account of
the appointment of Dr.Paine,who was
then Master, to the position of D.D.G.
M. In 1874,he was elected Master,being the thirty-fourth. In 1875 he was
again elected Master, and again in
1876, having an excellent record during the whole time he presided over
the Lodge.
He also held the office of High Priest
of Keystone It. A. Chapter for two
terms, being first elected in 1882 and
re-elected in 1883. He was the tenth
High Priest of the Chapter.
NATHAN P .

BEVERAGE.

Mr. Nathan P . Beverage, son of
Robert Beverage, was born in North
Haven, Maine, Sept. 28,1843,where he
lived until 1869, carrying on mackerel
fishing business. During the war of
the Rebellion he served his country in
the United States navy, serving in the
south Atlantic Squadron, under Admiral John S. Warden, in the monitor
Passaic, until the close of the war. In
1869 he moved with his family to Port
Townsend, Washington, on Paget
Sound,where he engaged in the fishing
business with his father-in-law, Capt.
James Frye, but at the end of a year
returned to Maine, living in Belfast a
year or two, thence coming to Camden. Here he went to work for D.
Knowlton & Co., as a moulder, where
he con tinned for several years and
then entered the employ of the Knox
Woolen Co., as loom fixer. In 1884
he removed to Oakland, Maine, where
he has been engaged as moulder and
as a carpenter and builder, and where
he now resides.
Mr. Beverage served Amity Lodge
as its thirthy-fifth Master, being elected to that office in January, 1877.

JOHN P. WELLMAN.

John P. Wellman Esq., the thirtysixth Master of Amity Lodge, was
born in Searsmont, Maine, Oct, 31,
1827. He received his school education in the district school near Dyer's
Mills, in his native town, never having
any opportunities for attending school
after he was seventeen years of age.
Notwithstanding his limited school
privileges, he obtained a good education and successfully taught twentythree terms of school in various towns
in this section. He continued to make
his home in Searsmont until 1856 when
he went to California, where he spent
three years in the mines, returning to
his native town
in 1859, where,
from 1861 to 1865, he was four times
elected a member of the board of Selectmen, and during the same time
served three years on the board of S.
S. Committee. In 1867 he removed
to Camden and on July 26 of the same
year was made a Master Mason. During his sojourn in Camden he was elected chairman of the board of Selectmen for seven successive years, from
1878 to 1885, served one term on the
board of S. S. Committee and was
three times elected a member of the
board of Directors pf the Camden village schools. Mr. Wellman was also
for many years a Trial Justice.
In June 1894 he returned once more
to Searsmont and was again elected a
member of the board of Selectmen of
that town which position he still holds.
Mr. Wellman was first elected Master of Amity Lodge in 1878, and was
re-elected in 1879.
THOMAS C, A T WICK.

Mr. Thomas C. Atwick was a native of Portland, Maine, andflrst "saw
light" Aug. 6, 1844. He spent his ear-
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ly life in his native city, where he was
apprenticed to Staples & Co., iron
moulders, acquiring his trade at the
age of sixteen. He continued to work
at his trade in Portland until July 1872
when he came to Camden and went to
work for D. Kuowlton & Co., with
whom he continued until November
1874, when he went into the employ of
George H. Cleveland where he remained about a year and a half.
It
was at that time that the delivery system was introduced into Camden by
Mr. Cleveland and afterwards continued so successfully by Mr. Atwick
on his own account.
After leaving
Mr. Cleveland he entered into business relations with H. II. Cleveland
and a year and a half later .formed
a partnership with John G. Trim,
with whom he carried on thei"grocery business for eight years at the
end of which time he was burned out.
"With his usual energy he procured a
stock of goods during the night and
was open for business the next morning. Mr. Trim at this time retired
from the firm and Mr. Atwick continued the business alone for two years,
when in 1888, he formed a partnership
with Mr. W". V. Farnsworth under the
firm name of Atwick & Farnsworth
which continued until 1891, when he
purchased the boot and shoe business
of Mr. F . S. Sherman which he carried
on pntil the '"big fire" of 1892 when
he was again burned out. In December 1892, he wentto Cambridge, Mass.,
and engaged in the restaurant business, but disease had placed its hands
upon him, and in spite of all that could
be done by medical skill and the loving
care of his wife and friends (who were
legion) he died Feb. 20, 1893.
Mr.
Atwick was a most genial and kind
hearted man and his life was spent for
the welfare and happiness of his friends

and brethren, in whose hearts his greatest monument has been erected.
Mr.
Atwick was a charter member and first
Noble Grand of Mt. Battie Lodge I.
O. O. F.
He was the thirty-seventh Master of
Amity Lodge being elected in 1880.
He was also the fifteenth High Priest
of Keystone R. A. Chapter which office he held in 1888. Mr. Atwick was
also a member of King Hiram's Council, No. 6 and Claremont Commandery
No. 9, of Rockland.
F R E D M.

RICHARDS.

Mr. Fred M. Richards, the son of
the late George W., and Anns (Howe)
Richards, was bom in Camden, May 8,
1850, and with the exception of three
years, from 1871 to 1874, he has always lived in his native town.
Mr.
Richards is a great grandson of James
Richards, the first settler of Camden,
who came here in 1769.
Mr. Richards began to work for the
Knox Woolen Company in 1869, but
in 1871, went to Boston, where he remained one year, and then went to
work in the Washington Mill in Lawrence, Mass., remaining there for two
years. In 1874 he returned to Camden
and again entered the employ of the
Knox Woolen Co., where lie now is,
having been for years in charge of the
finishing and shipping department of
the company.
Mr. Richards is one of Camden's
most enthusiastic and influential Masons. He joined Amity Lodge when
twenty-one years of age and has always taken a deep interest in its welfare. Soon after his return from Massachusetts he was elected Secretary of
the Lodge which office he held for several years. He was elected the thirtyeighth Muster of the Lodge in 1881,
and was re-elected the next year. He
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was the twelfth High Priest of Keystone R. A. Chapter to which office he
was elected in 1885.
He has also
served as Treasurer of the Chapter.
He is also a member of Claremont
Commandery, No. 9, of Rockland.
In May 1894, he was appointed
Grand Steward of the Grand Lodge of
Maine, and in 1895 and 1896 he served
as District Deputy Grand Master
for the ninth Masonic District.
Mr.
Richards is the last of the list of able
District Deputies appointed from Amity Lodge and has been an able, zealous and painstaking official, thoroughly equipped for the performance of
his duties.
GEORGE H.

CLEVELAND.

Mr. George H. Cleveland, the
younger son of Harvey H. Cleveland,
was born in West Camden (now West
Rockport,) Maine, March 5, 1848. He
received his education in the public
schools and at Kent's Hill, and began
his business life as a clerk in his father's store at Camden village. In 1869
he became the junior partner in the
firm of H, H. Cleveland & Sons and
when, at the end of five years, the firm
was dissolved, he went into the grocery business on his own account continuing the same until 1879. At that
time he formed a partnership with
Mr. C. K. Miller, under the firm name
of Miller & Cleveland, and carried on
the clothing business and later the
manufacture of shirts etc., the firm being the pioneers in the manufacture of
clothing in Camden which business
has been carried on so extensively
heie since.
In 1888, the buildings on Main street
owned by Mr. Cleveland being destroyed by fire, he built a fine four story
wooden block covering the lots occupied by the two buildings burned and

in 1889 once more went into the grocery business in one of the stores in
the new building, which business he
has carried on practically all of the
time up to the present day.
In November 1892 the fire that resulted in the great conflagration, started in the lofty block of Mr. Cleveland, which went down in common
with nearly all the other business
blocks in the town. Almost before the
ashes had cooled, Mr. Cleveland had
another building started, this time,
however, on a less lofty scale, in which
he is now carrying on his flourishing
business.
Mr. Cleveland is a member of Mt.
Battie Lodge I. O. O. F.. and of Keystone R. A. Chapter as well of Amity
Lodge. He was elected Master of the
latter body in 1883, being its thirtyninth Master.
WILLIAM G. ADAMS.

Mr. William G. Adams, who was
the fortieth in the long line of Masters of Amity Lodge, was the son of
Capt. Samuel G. and Adeline (Cushing) Adams, thus being the grandson
of two of the founders of the Lodge,
Joshua Adams and Benjamin Cushing.
He was born in Camden, April 14,
1828. When a young man he went to
Rockland and acted as clerk for Mr.
Wm. Farnsworth for several years, in
his dry goods store. He then came to
Camden, and went into the grocery
business for himself in the "Daniels
Building." Two or three years later
he sold out his business and made a
trip to Charleston, S. C , and on his
return worked for a time at Rockland
in a shipyard.
He afterwards served for many years
as clerk of the D. Knowlton Company
and afterwards for years was clerk of
the Knox Woolen Company holding
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the latter position until ill health compelled him to resign, about three years
before his death. A year and a half
later he went to live with his onlv son,
Mr. George F. Adams, in Hyde Park,
Mass., where the last eighteen months
of his life were passed. He died at
Hyde Park, Oct. 6, 1894, but his remains were brought to his native town
for burial.
Besides being a member of Amity
Lodge and Keystone It. A. Chapter,
Mr. Adams was a prominent member
of Mt. Battie Lodge,Xo. 102, I. O. O.
F. He was elected Master of Amity
Lodge in January 1884, and made a
very efficient presiding officer.
He
was for very many years the Marshal
of his Lodge and, whenever the Lodge
was called out to participate in any
public occasion, he took great pride in
properly marshalling the ranks of his
brethren. He was secretary of Keystone It. A. Chapter from 1878 to 1883.
ISAAC COOMBS.

Capt. Isaac Coombs was born in
Islesboro, April 28, 1827. He is of
French descent, his ancestor settling
in Xew Meadows, Massachusetts,early
in the seventeenth century.
Capt.
Coombs early went to sea and was
master of a vessel at the age of twentyone. In this capacity he followed the
sea for nearly thirty years.
During
this time he was in command of several large and notable vessels, among
them the transport ship Onward, during the civil war, from 1861 to 1863,
carrying troops and munitions of war
for the government. In this ship he
transported the Twenty-first Maine
Regiment from New York to New
Orleans, in February, 1863.
In 1875, Capt. Coombs retired from
the sea and devoted himself to shipbuilding in Camden until 1892, build-

ing during this period twelve vessels,
owning a large part in each.
As a
shipbuilder he was for a time associated with Mr. Samuel Q. Day and later
with Capt. Joseph T. Conant.
Uapt.
Coombs has served in various town offices, including that of Treasurer in
1890-91 and Selectman in 1893.
He
has also been Assessor and Treasurer
of Camden Village Corporation.
In
1871-72 he represented his town in the
State Legislature. In 1894 he was appointed Post Master of Camden by
Pres. Cleveland, which office he now
holds.
Capt. Coombs has always been an
enterprising and progressive citizen
and fearlessly advocates whatever he
considers to be for the best interest of
his town.
Capt. Coombs has always been an
enthusiastic Mason, and in addition to
being a member of Amity Lodge is a
member of Keystone R. A. Chapter
and Claremont Comniandery, Knights
Templar. He is also a member and
Past Grand of Mt. Battie Lodge, No.
102, I. O. O. F.
Capt. Coombs was the forty-flrst
Master of Amity Lodge being elected
in 1886, and the thirteenth High Priest
of Keystone It. A. Chapter which office he held in 1886 and again in 1893.
SAMUEL Q. DAY.

Mr. Samuel Q. Day, who was a native of Windsor, Maine, was born in
December, 1836. At the age of 16
years, he left his native town and went
to Rockland, Maine, where he learned
the blacksmith's trade and where he
resided for some eight years. From
Rockland he moved to Belfast where
he worked about six years,ironing vessels for George White and others. He
then went to Stockton, Me., where he
worked at his trade for five years. He
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afterwards came to Camden where he
lived until his death. During his residence in Camden he worked for D.
Knowlton & Co., several years on ship
and car work and subsequently did the
fastening and ironing on vessels built
by H. M. Bean. He was at one time associated with Capt. Isaac Cooinbs, under the firm name of Coombs & Day,
which firm built several barks and
large schooners.
Mr. Day was a strong temperance
man and it is said that he never touthed
a drop of liquor in his life. He also did
his full part in the efforts made during
his residence in Camden, to suppress
the liquor traffic and as Chief of Police
for Camden Village Corporation,
which position he held several years,
he became the terror of the rum seller.
He was a kind and generous man and
highly respected citizen.
He died
Jan. 11, 1893, at the age of 56 years.
Mr. Day was an enthusiastic and
well-posted Mason and was elected the
forty-second Master of Amity Lodge
in October, 1885. He was also High
Priest of Keystone R. A. Chapter in
1881, being the ninth to hold that office.
JOSEPH W. BOWERS.

Mr. Joseph W. Bowers, son of /the
late Itodolphus and Louisa Bowers,
was bom in Camden, Jan. 3 1 , 1842.
At the age of nineteen he was apprenticed to the late Henry Knight, with
whom he learned the tinsmith's trade.
He continued in the employ of Mr.
Knight for eighteen years when he
removed to Spencer, Mass., and went
inta the stove and tinware business in
company with Mr. Geo. E. Marsh of
that place under the firm name of
Marsh & Bowers. He continued in
this business for four years, when he
sold out his interest and went to Ban-

gor, Maine, and entered the employ of
Wood, Bishop & Co., where he remained for four years, part of which
time he was on the road for his employers. In 1883 he returned to his
native town and established his present
business in the Junes Block on Bay
View street and is now doing a prosperous business as dealer in stoves and
tinware and as plumber.
Mr. Bowers is a highly respected
citizen and conscientious and faithful
Mason. He is also an Odd Fellow and
a Past Grand of Mt.Battie Lodge.
Mr. Bowers was elected Master of
Amity Lodge in 1886, being its fortythird Master.
OSCAR W.

STONE.

Dr. Oscar W. Stone was born in
Milford, Maine, and was the son of
Alfred M. and Nancy (Atkins) Stone.
His early education was obtained in
the common schools and at Corinna
Academy. He began the study of
medicine in the office of Dr. F. N.
Wheeler at Exeter, Maine, and afterwards attended the Maine Medical
School at Brunswick, graduating in
1878, and the same year entered upon
the practice of his profession in Camden where he soon had a fine practice
which he carried on alone until 1886,
at which time he formed a partnership
with Dr. F. N. Wheeler which continued until the death of Dr. Wheeler
in 1891. In 1885, Dr. Stone was taken sick of a king trouble but after a
long illness improved so much that his
friends hoped for a permanent recovery. A few years later, however, his
health began to fail and hoping to be
benefited by the change, he removed
with his family to Boulder, Colorado,
in December 1891, where he remained
until his death which occurred April
26, 1896, at the age of 44 years.
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Dr. Stone was a model physician
and his appearance in the sick room
always animated his patients with
courage, which, together with the
cheerfulness inspired by his sunny
temper and jovial disposition, was often the cause of putting them a long
distance on the road to recovery.
He
was also a popular citizen and left
many friends to mourn his loss.
Dr. Stone will be long remembered
by his contemporaries in Amity Lodge,
and especially will he be thought of
whenever they witness the conferring
of the Master Mason's Degree.
He
was also an active member of Keystone
R. A. Chapter and Mt. Battie Lodge
I. O. O. F . He was Amity's fortyfourth Master, being elected in 1887,
and again in 1888.
GEORGE T.

HODGMAN.

Mr. George T. Hodgman, the elder
son of the late George and Beatrice
Hodgman, was born in Camden, Me.,
Nov. 25, 1860. He received his education in the Camden schools, and
when seventeen years of age, went to
work for Mr. M. C. Whitmore in his
lumber yard. After remaining there
one year he began clerking in Granger
Fuller's clothing store, and in 1879
went into Miller & Cleveland's clothing store on Main street as clerk, in
which capacity he continued one year,
when, at the age of twenty years, his
services as a salesman were rewarded
by his being taken into the firm as a
partner. One year later he bought
out his partners and continued the
business alone at the same stand and in
the "Daniels Building" until a short
time before the great fire, building up
a prosperous business. A few months
before the fire he purchased the Gould
store on Main street and having tak-

en his brother,Mr. J. Hale Hodgman,
into partnership with him, ho was intending to remove his business to that
store which lie was prevented from
doing by the fire in which the Gould
building was destroyed. With characteristic energy Mr. Hodgman proceeded at once to rebuild, and together
with Mr. George Burd, built the fine
brick block,where the Hodgman Brothers now have one of the finest clothing
stores in the county.
Mr. Hodgman has for many years
been clerk of the Camden Village Corporation, was second Selectman of
Camden in 1893 and 1894, and Deputy
Collector of Customs at Camden from
1890 to 1893. He is now the only candidate for Post Master at Camden and
will doubtless receive the appointment
to that office by Pros. McKinley at the
close of P. M. Coombs' term of office.
Mr. Hodgman is a member and Past
Grand of Mt. Battie Lodge,I. O. O. F.,
and is at the present time Treasurer of
Keystone It. A. Chapter.
He was the forty-fifth Master of
Amity Lodge, being elected to that office in 1889.
REUEL

ROBINSON,

Hon. Reuel Robinson was born in
Palmyra, Maine, Sept. 25, 1858, and
is the son of^Daniel S. and Susan A.
(Bruce) Robinson. Mr. Robinson began teaching at the age of seventeen
and at the same time was preparing
for college at the Maine Central Institute, at Pittsfield, Me.
He entered
Bates College in the fall of 1877, graduating from that institution in the
Class of '81, being class day orator.
After leaving college Mr. Robinson
taught school in several of the cities
and towns of Maine and Massachusetts
spent a few montl.s in a mercantile
house in Boston, and in 1883, came to
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Camden where for several years he
was Principal of the High School.
While teaching in Camden he prosecuted the study of law and was admitted
to the Knox County Bar in 1888, but
did not begin the practice of his profession until a year later. In the fall
of 1888, he was nominated by the Republicans, and elected Judge of Probate of Knox County, which responsible position he held for one term of
four years, successfully transacting a
large volume of business and having
the satisfaction of having all of his decrees affirmed by the Supreme Court
whenever appeals were taken from
them to that court.
At the close of his term of office he
refused a re-nomination and has since
devoted himself to the practice of his
profession. He has taken a somewhat
active interest in politics, having been
for several years chairman of the Republican town committee, and,in addition, is at the present time the Knox
county member of the Republican
state committee. In 1894, he was
elected Editor of the Camden Herald,
which position he still retains.
Soon after he came to Camden, Mr.
Robinson joinedAmity Lodge and has
held nearly all its principal offices. He
is also a prominent Odd Fellow, being
a Past Grand of Mt. Battie Lodge. As
an Odd Fellow he has also been D. D.
G. M., for several years, has passed
through the principal chairs of the
Grand Lodge of Maine, being Grand
Master in 1893-94, and Grand Representative to the Sovereign Grand Lodge
in 1895 and 1896.
Mr. Robinson was the forty-sixth
Master of Amity Lodge to which office
he was elected in 1890. He was Secretary of Keystone R. A. Chapter,
from 1887 to 1890, and was the nineteenth High Priest of said Chapter,

which office he held in 1892.
OKRIS I. GOULD.

Mr. Orris I. Gould is the son of the
late Ephraim W. and Elizabeth J.
(Sartell) Gould, and was born in Camden, Maine, Feb. 22, 1847. When 12
years of age he went a voyage of five
months at sea for his health, with his
uncle, Capt. Benj. C. Gould, going to
Marseilles, France. While there, at a
grand fete given in honor of the Empress' birthday, to which all the American captains and their families at that
time in port, were invited, Mr. Gould
had the rare pleasure of shaking hands
with Emperor Napoleon III., Empress
Eugenie and the Prince Imperial.
When 16 years of age, Mr. Gould began going to sea which he continued
for four years when he went to Boston
and learned the trade of a machinist.
He remained in Boston for about four
years, when he returned to Camden
and worked at his trade for four years
with D. Knowlton & Co.
He then
went again to Boston and entered the
employ of the Boston Blower Co., for
whom he worked eight years, and then
went to Detroit, Mich., working in
that city at his trade for two years.
In 1887 he returned once more to his
native town where he still lives, being
&t the present time employed by the
Duplex Roller Bushing Company.
Mr. Gould was the forty-seventh
Master of Amity Lodge, being first
elected fo that office in 1891, and reelected in 1892. From October 1895
to October 1897 he held the office of
Secretary of the Lodge.
In 1895, he
was elected the twenty-firstHigh Priest
of Keystone R. A. Chapter, which position he held for two terms.
Mr.
Gould is also a prominent Odd Fellow
and is a Past Grand of Mt. Battie
Lodge.
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CHARLES

A.

WILSON.

Mr. Charles A. Wilson, the youngest but one of the Past Masters of
Amity Lodge, was born at Islesboro,
Maine, Aug. 1, 1858, anil removed the
next year with his parents to Ingraham's Corner, Camden, (now West
Rockport), but two years later went
to live in the "Barnes District," Camden. About 1870 he moved to Lincoluville wh re he lived for fifteen
years. At the age of eleven he went
to sea in schooner C. D. Oliver and
followed the sea for seventeen years,
in the banks and mackerel fisheries
and merchant service.
Iu May, 1885, he came to Camden,
where he has made his home ever
since and in 1890 purchased the house
on Chestnut street where he now lives.
In 1886 he was employed for a short
time in the grocery store of Mr. Thomas C. Atwick, but for the past nine
years has been employed in the Knox
Woolen Factory. Mr. Wilson is a
thorough Mason and has held with
credit many offices in both Amity
Lodge and Keystone R. A. Chapter.
He was elected Master of the Lodare
in 1893 and was re-elected in 1894, being the forty-eighth Mason to be elevated to that office. He is also the
twenty-second and thus far, the last,
High Priest of Keystone Chapter, to
which office he was elected in January
1897.
HENRY L. MAKER.

Mr. Henry L. Maker, the fortyninth Master in line from George Ulmer, and the youngest Past Master of
Amity Lodge, is the son of James R.
and Tryphena B. Maker, and was born
at South Thomaston, Maine, May 10,
1866. When he was two years of age
his parents removed to LasselPs Island
off Camden Harbor, in Penobscot Bay.

Sept. 5, 1875, his father died leaving
a small property and in a few years,
at the age of fourteen, by the death of
an elder brother, he was left to support his mother and sister which duty
he performed unshrinkingly. In Aug,
1890, he came to Camden and learned
the trade of a joiner, in which he has
since been successfully engaged.
Mr. Maker became a member of
Amity Lodge during his residence at
Lassell's Island, and at once began to
take a lively interest in the institution
of Masonry. He is also a member of
Keystone R.A. Chapter. He was first
elected Master iu 1895, and was reelected in 1896. and has proved himself a most efficient presiding officer.

ERRATA.
In t h e h u r r y of p r i n t i n g n e w s p a p e r articles as t h e loregoing HISTORY was first printed,
several e r r o r s h a v e crept in. They a r e , however, chiefly t y p o g r a p h i c a l , a n d are easily exp l a i n a b l e . The p r i n c i p a l ones a r e t h e following:—
On p a g e 2, first column, t w e n t y - e i g h t h line from t h e top, r e a d "Hancock, No. 4" instead
of " H a n c o c k , No. 2."
On p a g e 19, first column, fourth line u n d e r 1809, r e a d "Sam'l Jones, S. W." instead of
"Sam'l J o n e s , J . W."
On p a g e 19, second column, fifth line u n d e r 1810, read "officers" instead of "offices."
On p a g e 37, first column, e i g h t h line from t h e top read "it is unanimously voted" instead of
"is u n a n i m o u s l y voted."
On p a g e 37, s e c o n d column, n i n t h line from t h e bottom, read "door" i n s t e a d of "doors."
On p a g e 38, first column, f o u r t e e n t h line from t h e top, read "in equal honor" instead of
"an equal honor."
On p a g e 43. second c o l u m n , last line u n d e r 1848, r e a d "Israel Decrow" instead of "Isaac
Decrow."
On p a g e 04. first column, fifth line from t h e t o p , "W.S.Gould" should be "John T. Robbing."
On p a g e 05, second column, "Chapter XXI" should be placed before t h e caption "A New
Home."
On p a g e 67. t h e second column should conclude with "Seth Calderwood was admitted to
membership"
On p a g e 68, first column, s i x t h line from t h e bottom, read "its jurisdiction"
instead of
•his j u r i s d i c t i o n . "
On p a g e 85, first column, t h i r d line from t h e bottom, read "exceedingly prominent" instead
(if " e x c e e d i n g p r o m i n e n t . "

